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Few perſons peruſe the Roman hiſtory, 
without forming a wiſh that it were poſſi- 
ble to become more intimately acquainted 
with the great characters deſcribed in it ; 
and this thought ſeems particularly to ſtrike 
thoſe, who wander amidſt the ruins of an- 

cient Rome. | 
To bring hiſtory to life, is the chief in- 
tention of this publication. The reigns of 
Auguſtus and Tiberius are generally allowed 
to include the moſt intereſting period for the 
Politician, the moraliſt, the man of learning, 
and the artiſt, The following LETTERS 
7; may 
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viii 


may give ſome idea of the ſtate of Rome, | 


and its inhabitants, during the laſt years of 
the former emperor, and the firſt years of 
his ſucceſſor : the empire was then at the 
ſummit of power though, undoubtedly, 
ſuperior virtue was to be found in the priſ- 
tine ages of the republic, and greater mag- 
nificence under the ſucceeding emperors. 

I am ſenſible that the preſent work can 
only be conſidered as a faint repreſentation 
of a great and important image; but if a few 
of the principal features are delineated, it 
may aſſiſt the enquiries of the traveller, and, 


in ſome meaſure, gratify the curioſity of 


thoſe who are denied the ſatisfaction of 
viſiting the places dignified by hiſtory. 
Minute details have been avoided, and 


the local deſcriptions, not being meant to 


ſerve as an itinerary, are only introduced to 
elucidate the ſentiments and events. A com- 


plete account of all that was intereſting to 
be ſeen or known, in the Auguſtan age, 
| would 
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would be indeed voluminous. The city of 
Rome has alone furniſhed materials for num- 
berleſs writers, both ancient and modern ; 
yet freſh diſcoveries are daily made, and the 
mine is far from being exhauſted. While 
the Cæſars were maſters of the world, every 
individual of their dominions eontributed to 
the embelliſhment of the capital ; every 
remarkable work of art was tranſported 
thither ; every man of genius made Rome 
the center of his ambition ; the fate of em- 
Pires was there decided, and to Rome we 
originally owe the knowledge and civilization, 
| which the different ſtates of Europe now 
poſſeſs in a comparative degree. 

The ſubject is univerſally intereſting ; 
and, ſhould the candid'and indulgent Reader 
find himſelf diſappointed in his expectations, 
it is atleaſt hoped he will remember, that he 
feels greater pleaſure in looking on the moſt 
imperfect ſketch of the transfiguration of 
Raphael, 
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Raphael, than on the happieſt imitation of J 15 


piece of ſtill life. | 
'In regard to the character of Arminius, we 


muſt remember it is a Roman who writes, 


and that it is natural his ſentiments ſhould 
be conformable to the teſtimony of Latin 
hiſtorians. The Germans, a brave and pa- 
triotic people, revere the memory of Arminius 
as the champion of their liberty ; they repre- 
ſent the maſſacre of Teutoburgium as an 
engagement, in which courage had as great 
a ſhare as artifice. Though we know not on 
what this aſſertion is founded, it is at leaſt 
pardonable in a nation jealous of its honour, 


and, at preſent, incapable of a ſimilar act of 
treachery. Arminius is allowed by the 


Romans to have been a man of great per- 
ſonal bravery, and ſpirit of enterpriſe, 
Quintilius Varus had the reputation of indo. 
lence and avarice; but it appears that the 


chief cauſe of diſcontent was his endeavour 


to 
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to introduce the laws and regular tribunals of 
the Romans, amongſt a people who were 
accuſtomed to decide private, as well as pub- 
lic quarrels, by the ſword. However juſt 
may be the ſtrictures on the conduct of Varus, 
it would not have been proper that a young 
officer, who ſerved with him, ſhould caſt 
any reflections on the memory of his unfor- 
tunate general. 

Io the hiſtorians of thoſe times, and to 
the annals of Tacitus in particular, the reader 
is referred for moſt of the characters deſcribed 
in the following pages: he will there find 
that Tiberius, after the conſpiracy of Cle- 
mens, was conſtantly diſturbed with alarms, 
many of which were often not without 
foundation : he will ſee that ſlaves and 
freedmen were the agents in affairs of a 
myſterious nature, and that nothing was 
more frequent than the perſecution of ſena- 
tors, and their families, from the ſlighteſt 
ſuſpicions : he will read the untimely fate of 

| the 
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the excellent Germanicus ; the ſacrifice of 
Arminius to civil diſcord; the murder of 
Drufus ; and the OY of Sejanus 
againſt the emperor. 

A few notes are added' to te 
thoſe paſſages, the truth of which is atteſted 
by ancient authors; and to remind the 
reader of the modern names of places which 
occur throughout the work. Theſe notes 
will, indeed, be unneceſſary to the ſcholar 
and traveller, to whoſe indulgence the letters 
of Marcus are peculiarly recommended ; 
the laſt of whom, with the feelings of Cæſar 
amidſt the ruins of Troy, 


his wondering eyes has caſt 
On ancient monuments of ages paſt. 


Rowe's Lucan, Pharſalia, Book ix, 
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MARCUS FLAMINIUS; 
OR THE 
LIFE OF THE ROMANS: 


MARCUS to SEPTIMIUS. 


LETTER I. 


ALAS! Septimius, while you imagine 
a glorious death has put an end to my 
misfortunes, I am perhaps condemned to 
wear out my exiſtence in a barbarous and 
hoſtile land. When we parted, I pro- 
miſed to inform you of every event that 
| ſhould happen during our expedition into 
Germany: uncertain as I am, whether you 
will ever receive the letter of your friend, 
Vor. I. B I ſtill 


I ſtill continue to write. 
glory made you envy the © OM followers 
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—Your love of 


of Quintilius Varus *, and you looked with 
contempt on your ſtation in Illyria, when 
compared, with the proſpects that were 
opened to our ambition. -O Septimius! 


we are betrayed, maſſacred, dil graced— 
Start not, my friend! I would not have 


lived to write the laſt of theſe words, had 
not a power, ſtronger than my own reſo- 
lutions, prevailed, and forced me to retain 
a life, which it requires more courage to 
ſupport, than to terminate even by the 


moſt painful of deaths. This conſide- 


ration alone makes me ſubmit to my. 
preſent ſtate, and, without boaſting, I 
may add, that the victory over my feel- 


* Quintilius Varus, defeated by Arminius, in the 
year of Rome, 762, and the loth of our zra, as 
is generally believed. Velleius Paterculus, Strabo, 
Dion Caſſius, &c. Ye | 


ings 
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ings gives me an internal ſatisfaction 
which, in ſome meaſure, makes amends 
for the humiliating condition to which 1 


* 


am reduced. 

Vou will have TE" of the ' battle, os 
rather of the ſurpriſe at Teutoburgium 2 
in which Varus and his three legions 
were deſtroyed by the artifice and valour 
of Arminius. I was near our general, and 
ſaw him turn his ſword againſt his own 

bofom ; I ruſhed into the thickeſt of the 
enemies, and expected not to have ſurvived 
our diſgrace; I fell in the midſt of flaugh- 
ter, and was long inſenſible of my ſitua. 
tion; at length I recovered, and, by the 
light of ſeveral fires, which burned on 
altars raiſed in a wood near the field of 
battle, I perceived a fight more horrible 


* Teutoburgium. It is difficult to aſcertain the ſpot 
ſome imagine it to have been near Pyrmont. Clu- 
verius places it between Dietmille and Horn. 


B 2 than 
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than imagination can form. At each of 
the altars ſtood a prieſt, attended by chil- 


dren and guarded by ſoldiers, whoſe brows 


were crowned with the ſacred produce 


of the oak: they were facrificing to the 
So of revenge the wretched tribunes and 


centurions of our army, who had unfor- 
tunately been taken priſoners during the 
battle: the blood of ſome of theſe victims 
already flowed on the altars, others were 
bound with cords, | and the knife was juft 


| pointed to their throats. I ſummoned. 


all the ſtrength that was left me, and with 
ſome difficulty crawled to the neareſt fire: 


I told the barbarians to ſtrike, and put an 
end to my exiſtence ; the prieſt was about 


to comply with my requeſt, and the chil- 


dren began to ſcream out the uſual dirge 


that accompanies theſe frantic rites ; but 
the ſoldiers, who ſtood round, interpoſed, 
and declaring that my voluntary ſubmiſ- 

_ 
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ſion entitled me to protection, hurried me 
8 away with them, and placed me on one 
of the carriages that ſtood beyond the 
confines of the wood. I was too weak to 
reſiſt, and ſoon relapſed into a ſtate of in- 
ſenſibility, till the motion of the carriage 
reſtoring me to myſelf, I found my hu- 
mane preſervers had bound up my wounds. 
They were a party of the Cheruſcans *, 
who were returning to their native vallies 
after the engagement. I ſuffered incre- 
dible torture during this rough and tedious 
journey, buf theſe very ſufferings convine- 
ing me that it would be now an act of 
cowardice to attempt putting an end to 
a life of pain, I collected all the: 3 


*Cheruſcans, ſupp to have been inhabitants of 


that part of Germany, which is now comprehended 
in the duchies of Brunſwick and Lunenburg, and the 
| dioceſes of Halberſtadt, Hildeſheim, and Magdeburg 
For their character, ſee Tacitus de moribus Germa- 
norum. a 


BB; as 
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ſophy of which I was maſter, and re- 
ſolved to bear whatever fortune might in- 
flict. | | 


With theſe ſentiments I arrived at the 
miſerable dwellings of my conductors: 
they have ſaved my life, cured my 
wounds, and with ſingular generoſity ex- 


empted me from the common offices of 


ſlavery, the moſt wretched* condition that 
can be imagined in this barbarous coun- 


try: all that they expect from me is to 


aſſiſt them in the chace, or to procure 
game for them when they are not them- 
ſelves diſpoſed to ſeek it. War and hunt- 
ing are the only occupations which they 
conſider worthy of a free being : of letters 
they have no idea: the luxuries and con- 
veniences of life are alike unknown to 
them; their actions are kind, but their 


manners are rude, Their indulgence to- 


wards me, which proceeds from their 
opinion 
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opinion of my behaviour on the night of 
the engagement, has never been accom- 
panied with the leaſt mark of affection; 

they have not attempted to inſult my miſ- 
fortunes; rior have they ſought to con- 
fole my afflictions. Whether time may 
bring us fo a nearer connexion is to me 
uncertain, but I have diſcovered that it is 
impoſſible to eſcape; the frontiers are 
continually guarded, not only to prevent 
the flight of their flaves or of their pri- 
ſoners, but to repel the incurſions of their 
neighbours. As they have not employ- 
ment at home, when there is no general 
war that calls forth their exertions, they 
reciprocally lay waſte the lands neareſt 
to them, and plunder all that is within 
their reach; and it is remarkable how 
much they are addicted to idleneſs, and 
averſe to tranquillity. 


B 4 \- HUE Fo 


_ Z — 91 * 
i , 


8 MARCUS FLAMINIUS 5 on., 


LUETTRE . 


T HE ſovereigns in Germany owe their 
dignity to birth, the generals are choſen 
from ſuperiority of valour, but it is not 
rare to ſee the ſame perſon inveſted with 
both characters. Arminius *, the preſent 
leader of the Cheruſcans, poſſeſſes great 
intrepidity and ſpirit of enterpriſe: at an 
early period of his life he acquired the 
eſteem of his countrymen, and that of 


our legions as commander of a body of 


auxiliaries: the knowledge and experience 


* Arminius, called by the Germans, Hermaun; for 
his character, ſee Tacitus, Velleius Paterculus, &c. 
Tradition has conſecrated his fame in Germany, and 
a Pillar erected to his memory, called Hermanſaule, 
was worſhipped till the introduction of Chriſtianity. 
The manners of the Germans in this and the for- 
mer letter are taken from Tacitus de mor. Germ. 
Cæſar's Comment. Book 6. 0 

which 
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Which he gained in the Roman army, 
proved fatal to the unfortunate Varus. 
Our defeat will probably conſecrate the 
name of Arminius in the annals of poſte- 
rity, and he is already conſidered as the 
hero of Germany: the neighbouring chiefs 
are jealous of his power, and envious of 
his glory, but his principal enemy is Se- 


3 geſtes, whoſe daughter he married con- 


trary to her father's inclinations ; and in 
this country the attachment of the latter 
for the Romans is ſuppoſed to have ariſen 
from a motive of revenge againſt his ſon- 
in-law. It was a prepoſſeſſion of the ſame 
nature that influenced our unhappy gene- 
ral to diſbelieve the aſſertions of Segeſtes, 
when he cautioned him againſt the perfi- 
dious intentions of Arminius. V arus ſup- 
poſed the accuſation to be dictated by 
malice, and never ſuſpected the Cheruſcan 

| 8 0 leader 
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leader, till we fell into the ambuſh he had 


prepared for us. FE 
Arminius, agreeable to the cuſtom of 
all theſe nations, has a ſelect number of 
young men of the nobleſt families who 
conſtantly attend him, and are called his 
companions : they accompany him in 
battle, and never quit his fide ; and it 
is conſidered as the greateſt infamy, when 
one of theſe companions deſerts his prince, 
or even furvives him after an engagement : | 
they wear a diſtinguiſhing mark on their 
armour, and enjoy the moſt honourable þ. 
privileges. Cariovaldas, leader of the 
party that conducted me hither, has a 
ſon amongſt this choſen band Ami- 
nius; his name is Sigiſmar, and it is ſaid 
that he gained the higheſt glory in the 
late action; his father is one of the prin- 
cipal warriors of the Cheruſcans, and, if it 
is an alleviation of ſlavery to have fallen 
into 
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into noble hands, I have reaſon to be 
. contented with my ſituation; but I do 
not yet ſee any hopes of acquiring that 
temper of mind which alone can reconcile 
me to my fate, and make me, like Æſop 
the philoſopher, ſport with captivity. I | 
feel a vacuity that is worſe than all my 
other misfortunes ; I cannot / partake of 
the indolent enjoyments of this people; 
their greateſt pleaſure is the abſence of 
pain, except when they give themſelves 
up to the diſguſting joys of ebriety, or 
the more deſtructive delights of gaming: | 
for ſimple and untaught as they ſeem, 
they are yet addicted to this ruinous vice 
to ſuch a degree, that they often loſe at 
one fitting all their poſſeſſions, and at 
length, in the deſperate effay for recover- 
ing what they have loſt, ſet their liberty 
at ſtake, and become by the laſt un- 
lucky throw the ſlave of their antagoniſt. 
2 Such 
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Such are their vices, but their virtues muſt 
be allowed to be greater: conjugal fide- 
lity, paternal and filial affection, hoſpi- 
tality and valour are the characteriſtics of 
theſe barbarians; and good morals have 
here more influence than good laws in 
our more civilized countries. My heart 
would be ſoon intereſted in their favour, 
if my mind found any ſubject for its 
activity; but the change is too great: 
though wild ſcenes and ſavage manners 
may afford matter of ſpeculation for a 
ſhort time, they cannot make amends for 
the loſs of that variety of objects which 
is produced by the united efforts of art 
and nature. My boaſted philoſophy eva- 
porates when I reflect, that the misfor- 
tune of a day has daſhed to the ground 
every ambitious hope, barred every path 
to diſtinction, broken every tie of friend- 
ſhip and affection, and reduced me to a 

| ſtate 


THE LIFE OP THE ROMANS, 13 


ſtate of hopeleſs miſery, or torpid indif- 
ference. Vou may remember, Septimius, 
the laſt evening we ſpent together in 
Rome, with what ardor did I prepare my- 
ſelf for this expedition ! with what rap- 
ture did I relinquiſh the pleaſures which 
abound in that capital of the univerſe, 
while I nouriſhed the pleaſing hope of 
rendering myſelf worthy of my anceſtors 
and of my country. I wiſhed to emulate 
the example of my father, though an 
early death deprived me of his precepts, 
and to add new luſtre to the family of a 
| mother whoſe memory I revered, though 
I loſt her in my infancy ; perhaps to ſhew 
myſelf not undeſerving of the kindneſs 
of Auguſtus, of the praiſes of the learned 
perſonages who frequent his court—and 
to gather laurels which I might one day 
hope to lay at. the feet of Aurelia... 
Such 
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Such are the dreams bf youth—they are 
' vaniſhed, and muſt I not complain? 


Can 1 forget that moment in which the 


great, the good Valerius *, ſtraining me 
to his boſom with all the warmth of pa- 
ternal tenderneſs, exhorted me to prove 
myſelf a deſcendant of thoſe Romans who 
Had ſaved their country from domeſtic 
ſlavery and foreign invaſion ; yet not to 
expole too raſhly a life, which was dear 
to him as the only remaining image of a 
beloved ſiſter. Who is now to. confole 
him amidſt the troubles, which his rigid 
virtue and unſhaken regard for the wel- 
fare of Rome have accumulated on his 
head? Nobly conſcious of the rectitude 
of his intentions, he has diſdained to flat- 
ter the haughty Livia, or her inſidious 
ſon. Should Tiberius ever enjoy the ſove- 


For the Valerian family, ſee Livy, Plutarch, Life 
of Paplicola, &c. 


reign 
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reign command, where are the virtuous 
citizens, thoſe that are truly Romans, who 
will ſupport Valerius againſt his enmity ? | 
O Septimius! my heart bleeds when I 
reflect on what I have left; a gloomy me- 
lancholy preys on my exiſtence ; I am a 
ſolitary being in the midſt of a. vaſt deſert, 
whence I haye neither hope of eſcape, nor 
proſpect of conſalation | | 
Had I any means of inſtruction, any 
power of converſing with men whoſe 
minds have been cultivated, I could bear 
my fituation ; but my time paſſes without 
pleaſure and without improvement ; the 
hours follow each other with a languid 
and inglorious pace: I have neither friend 


nor enemy, neither inſtructor nor tellow- 
ſtudent. 
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LETTER II-. 


THE gloomy winter approaches, and 


the inclemencies of. the ſeaſon are added 


to the other diſtreſſes of this unhappy 


people : they begin to retire from their 
ſummer huts into the melancholy caves 
| Which are to encloſe them during the en- 
ſuing fix months. Hunting will ſoon be 
carried on with greater eagerneſs, and as 


this is now the only employment left me, 
I fee with pleafure the neighbouring 


mountains covered with ſnow, and liſten 
not unwillingly to the boiſterous winds. 


that roar through theſe deſart plains, and 
agitate the lofty woods, I have already 
accompanied Cariovaldas on an expedition 


Tacitus de mor. Germ. Klopſtock, Tragedy of 
againſt 


Hermanuſlacht, and various authors. 


— 
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_ againſt the ſavages of the foreſt, and have 
acquired ſome eſteem amongſt the Che- 
ruſennt by my ſkill and intrepidity. Were 

I at Rome, Septimius, I would not appear | 

the harbinger of my own praiſes ; but here 

I can ſet little value on the {kill which I 

poſſeſs in common with a herd of barba- 

rians, or on the intrepidity which only 

' conſiſts in expoſing a life that is be- 

come a burden. Amidſt the charms and 

luxuries of Rome we can ſcarcely conceive 
why a man ſhould hazard his exiſtence 

from any. other motives, than thoſe of | 
fame or duty. We have been told, but 
cannot believe, that there are beings who, 
without any peculiar misfortune to make 
them weary of life, are indifferent to the 


preſervation .of it, merely becauſe they 
are involved in general wretchedneſs ; yet 


ſuch, I am now convinced, 1s the caſe of 
many nations in the world: their miſery 
is not ſufficiently great to induce them to 
Votes, C ſeek 
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ſeek death, but their comforts /are too 
few to make them very anxious to 
avoid it. The paſt affords them no pleaſ- 
ing proſpe& for the future, and with a 
very little ſtruggle they quit the manſion 
of pain, labour, and indigence, with the 
hope of finding, in ſome unknown region, 
that degree of pleaſure, repoſe, and plenty, 
of which their unenlightened minds can 
form an idea. All nations have fabricated 
an Elyſium for themſelves, or have adopted 
one on the faith of others, when they have 
found it analogous to their deſires or prin- 
ciples. The Greeks, and we, in imitation 
of them, have ſuppoſed for the reward of 
the good, fairer fields, more odoriferous 
ſhrubs, cooler ſhades, and more ſtately 
palaces, than the preſent. We imagine 
that the variety of pleaſures will be infi- 
+ Nite ; that muſic will become perfect har- 


mony 3 that poetry will embrace, in the 
ſublimeſt ſtrains, the paſt, the preſent, 4 


and 
3 ; 
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and the future; that ſcience will appear 
unveiled, and that our curioſity, and love 
of ſociety, will be gratified with the ſight 9 
and knowledge of all the great and good | 
who have preceded or may follow us. 
Such are our hopes, the offspring of our 
wiſhes rather than of our neceſſity ; and 
therefore we do not uſually deſire to anti- 
cipate the time when they are to be real- 
ized. The Germans, on the contrary, 
whoſe Elyſium is far leſs extenſive :and. 
leſs complicated than ours, are more ready 
to quit their preſent ſtate, becauſe they 
can ſcarcely bear in this world the wants 
which they expect to ſee ſupplied in the 
next: they imagine that, in the hall of 
Odin, they ſhall feel no inclemencies of 
the weather; that the boar will be every 
day in the adjoining wood ready to re- 
ceive the ſtroke of their javelins, and will 
every day appear ſmoaking at the feaſt; 
that the cup will be conſtantly full, though 
= WF ©} repeated 
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repeated draughts endeavour to exhauſt its 
ſparkling contents; that chaplets of flow- 
ers, which eternity cannot wither, will 
adorn their heads, and that never-dying 
bards will ſing their actions while they 
recline on their ſpears. Such is the ex- 
pectation of the Cheruſcans and of their 
warlike neighbours : you perceive it is 
founded wholly on their wants, except 
where the love of glory is concerned, a 
paſſion which has indeed a conſiderable 
ſhare in all their actions: however, it muſt 
be owned that theſe reflections ſufficiently 
evince the ſuperior merit of our country- 
men, Whoſe valour has always been 
found at leaſt equal to that of their ene- 
mies; therefore the mere conſideration 
how much more they facrifice, will enable 
us to do juſtice to their magnanimity. A 
ſentiment of honour alone can preſerve a 
poliſhed and enlightened people from = 


* into effeminacy. fte 
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I do not mean to infer that the Germans 
are always unhappy, when we in the ſame 
circumſtances ſhould be involved in hopeleſs 
miſery. Their feelings do not ſeem to be 
equal to ours. They are accuſtomed to 
gloomy images; they for ever ſuppoſe ſpec- 
tres to. be hovering over them ; every blaſt 
brings with it the ſhrieks of ſome diſoon- 
tented ghoſt ; in every cloud they perceive a 
ſpirit brandiſhing a fiery meteor for a lance, 


and omens and prognoſtics attend on every 


ſtep. Such are the ſubject of their conver- 
fation and of their poetry; but they do not 
appear to be greatly affected with theſe hor- 


'rors, or ſolicitous about the event. Their 


mirth is never without ſome mixture of me- 


lancholy; and the firſt order given by a chief, 


after he has gained a battle, is, that a part of 
the trophies ſhall be placed on his grave. 
Death is for ever preſent to their imagina- 
tion; yet, while the reflection is ſo indifferent 
to themſelves, I do not find them equally 

C3 careleſs 
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careleſs of the fate of their friends: they 
mourn indeed but a ſhort time, but they 
preſerve their memory with invariable con- 
Nancy, often refuſe to ſurvive them, and 


never negle& their laſt commands. This 


ardor of attachment, which ſeems incompa- 
tible with the ſullen indifference in which 


they paſs their days, undoubtedly proceeds 
from the miſery of their ſituation: obliged 


to ſtruggle through life with pain and diffi- 


culty, they are in conſtant need of the aſſiſt- 


ance of each other; and the fewer are the 
comforts they poſſeſs, the more they feel the 
want of them. 


The prieſts are ſingularly ie: they 


form a diſtinct order, and are not obliged to 
ſerve their country in arms: they preſide 
over the education of youth, direct the coun- 
ſels of the monarch, arm the warrior for 
battle, and puniſh all capital offenders. Judge 
how great muſt be their power, which ori- 
ginates from a ſentiment of pride in theſe 

nations, 
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nations, who ſuppoſe it beneath them to be 


directed, or puniſhed, by men: they ſubmit 


to whatever is inflicted by the prieſts, be- 
cauſe they conſider them as the inſtruments 
of their divinities. As their religion has in 


it more of fear than of love, I believe theſe 


miniſters to be the chief cauſe of the ferocity 


| of the people: if ever they ſhould be ſuffi-. 


ciently enlightened to adopt a more rational 


and more gentle belief, their valour will be 
no longer ſtained with the reproach of cruel- 


ty, and they will acquire the knowledge 
neceſſary to obviate the inconveniences ot 
their ſituation, and to give them that diſtinc- 
tion and conſideration in the world; which 
their virtues undoubtedly deſerve. 


C4 LET: 
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LETTER IV. 


SINCE my laſt letter, Septimius, I have 
ſuffered - ſeveral months to elapſe without 
attempting to communicate my thoughts to 
you. Fatigued with the monotony of a 
captive life, having no new object to attract 
my regard, no event to relate, no project 
to form, I have lived, or rather vegetated, 
in a ſtate of mind not unlike what I have 
deſcribed in the Cheruſcans. Laſt night I 
was rouſed from this lethargy, in a manner 
that has awakened in me the moſt painful 
' ſenſations. 

As ſoon as our frugal ſupper was ended, 
Cariovaldas commanded all preſent to with- 
draw, except myſelf ; and, when we were 
alone, he ſpoke to me in the following 
terms. 5 5 


* Young 
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* Young Roman, you have now been a 


year under my roof; and, as you volun- 
tarily offered yourſelf for ſacrifice at Teuto- 
burgium, I could not, with juſtice, conſider 
you as my ſlave: I would not have meanly 
- ſaved your life to make a property of your 
liberty; by us you were ſuppoſed to be 
amongſt the ſlain: the dead are free. Had 
you not diſcovered yourſelf from your im- 
patience, you would not have fallen into 


our hands; we have, therefore, no right to 
exerciſe over you any other power than that 


of preventing you from aſſiſting our ene- 
mies, and I could do no otherwiſe than bring 


you to my dwelling : the laws of hoſpitality 
enjoin us to entertain the ſtranger as long as 


he chuſes to remain with us ; they command 
us not to aſk him any queſtion relative to his 
own condition, till he has been a year under 


our roof. As for the firſt of theſe duties, I 


Have no merit in exerciſing it; your ſituation 
does not permit me to allow of your depar- 
| ture. 


"© 
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ture. The ſecond I have faithfully obſerved ; 
J have neither conſtrained your actions by 
watchful inſpection, nor diſturbed your me- 
ditations by importunate enquiries ; but Iam 
now permitted to aſk your name, your rank 
in the republic, and your Ration in the 

army.“ ON $1 55 

Vou will readily believe, Septimius, that 
the ſpeech of Cariovaldas ſurpriſed and af- 
fected me; the words which he had uttered? 
with all the coolneſs imaginable, ſtruck me 
to the heart, from a ſenſe of my ſituation. 
J recovered myſelf, after a moment's re- 
flection, and told him my name was Marcus 
Quintius Flaminius *; that I was deſcended 
from a family not unknown in the annals of 


„M. Q. Flaminius, or Flamininus. The Quintian 
family was originally of Alba; after the battle of the 
Horatii and Curiatii, ſeveral of the principal nobility of 
that city were enrolled amongſt the Roman ſenators : 
Quintius was one of the number. Livy, book i. There 
were ſeveral branches of the Quintii z as the Capitolini, 
Cincinnati, Flaminini, and Criſpini. 

Rome; 
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Rome; that I had ſcarcely attained my nine- 
teenth year, when I accompanied Varus on 
his expedition, having before made a cam- 
paign in Dalmatia * ; that my only ſtation 
in the army was one of the young patricians, 
who, as ſele& horſe, attend the general, 
and fight immediately under his inſpection ; 
that I was ſenſible of the kindneſs with 
which the Cheruſcans and he, in .par- 
ticular, had treated me; but that I ear- 
neſtly requeſted he would permit me to be 
exchanged for whatever priſoner he ſhould 
deſire, or receive any ranſom he might think 
proper, as I had friends who wanted neither 
power nor inclination to aſſiſt me. 
Cariovaldas replied, that the Germans diſ- 
dained to give up their priſoners by ranſom 
or exchange; that Arminius had granted li- 
berty to a few Romans, on the night of the 
engagement, that they might inform Auguſ- 


| * Dalmatia. Germanicus had commanded an army 
there, and was eminently ſucceſsful. Vell. Pat. &c. 
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tus of the defeat of his legions; but that 


any attempt I ſhould make to obtain the fame 
permiflien, would be fruitleſs, as the laws 
of the ſtate moſt ſtrictly forbade ſuch a pre- 
cedent, and nothing but the moſt urgent 
reaſons could permit the ſovereign to tranſ- 
greſs them. He then aſked me what I meant 
by writing, as he had often obſerved me ſo 
employed: he aſſured me, that all communi- 
tion was prohibited between the priſoners 
and their native country; and adviſed me 
againſt nouriſhing falſe hopes, which could 
only diſturb my mind, and make my preſent 


ſituation more irkſome. He ſmiled, when I 


told him it was impoſhble wholly to ex- 
clude: hope, and that I relieved my cares and 
ſoothed my affliction. in the perſuaſion that I 
was communicating my thoughts to my 
friend. He had no conception what happi- 
neſs would ariſe from illuſion; nor indeed 
what diſquietude I could feel, when I neither 
ſuffered pain nor diſgrace, He ſaid I was 

too 
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too young for forming any connexions to be 
regretted, and had too ſmall a ſhare in the 
affairs of my country, to ſuppoſe my abſence 
of any material conſequence to myſelf or to 
the republick. He aſcribed my uneaſineſs 
to a reſtleſs and ungoverned fancy; adviſed 
me to calm my paſſions, and repreſs my de- 
fires; and, well convinced that I could as 
eaſily obey as liſten to his precepts, he left 
me to meditate on his inſenſibility and my 
own misfortunes. „„ 

To be condemned to the moſt wretched, 


the moſt humiliating, the moſt hopeleſs of 


all conditions, and not be allowed the 
liberty of complaint, is ſurely the height 
of miſery and oppreſſion ; yet I am per- 
ſuaded that Cariovaldas has no idea of the 
ſufferings he inflicts, and all reſentment, on 
my part, would be as abſurd as fruitleſs. 
Theſe reflections, however, far from re- 
conciling me to my ſituation, have a con- 
trary effect: I am agitated by every paſſion, 
diſturbed 


92 OO 7 
3 2 8 
r 

| =" 
ES 2 
8 Tx 
„ 2 
BY 7 
ZE 3 38 8 
2 222.4 
"#2 8 
36 8 8 

3 
* is 3 
A 7 2 J 
2 2 09 
85 5 3 2 

K 1 7 5 
2 DE 
1 
334 8 * 

5 1H 

SES 32 

OV SF 
9 


ed 


THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS 3 


LETTER V. 


I HAVE endeavoured to eſcape, and though 
without ſucceſs, I flatter myſelf, Septimius, 
a few hours will ſet me free: I was inter- 
cepted at a ſmall diſtance from this place ; 
innumerable wounds were the conſequence of 


a long and deſperate conflict; I have reaſon 


to hope they will prove mortal.—Cariovaldas 
has plighted his faith to me that, after my 
death, theſe papers ſhall be conveyed to 
your hands; I have not ſtrength to write 


— much, nor is it neceſſary.— Tell Valerius I 


have neither diſhonoured my country, nor 
my family; aſſure my beloved Aurelia of my 
inviolable conſtancy; and may all that fame 
and fortune once ſeemed to promiſe to the 
unhappy Marcus, be realized and accumu- 
lated on the head of Septimius! Fare wel. 


LET. 
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LETTER VI. 


Ir is too true, Septimius, that death flies 
from the cavern of deſpair and only delights 
to overthrow the pompous fabricks of hope: 
your friend ſtill lives; his youth and the 
ſtrength of his conſtitution have once more 


ſnatched him from the arms of freedom: 


ſurely Heaven yet reſerves me for future hap- 


pineſs, or I ſhould not meet with ſuch un- 


uſual trials ; trials that have conquered even 
the inſenſibility of the cool Cheruſcans. 
Cariovaldas has taken infinite care of me 
during my confinement, and rejoices at my 


recovery with more warmth than I have ever 


before perceived in his temper. The neigh- 
bouring chiefs have viſited me, and continue 
to ſend me preſents of game and falutary 
herbs : I feel myſelf leſs agitated and more 
reſigned than I was before this unſucceſsful 
attempt 
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attempt: the pleaſing ſentiment of gratitude 


| has taken poſſeſſion of my breaſt, and inſpires 


me with a growing regard for my generous 
enemies. When I can find any object of 
friendſhip or affection, I ſhall not be totally 
wretched ; but my heart cannot ſupport life 
without attachment: | 
Vercennis, the wife of Cariovaldas, -has 
been my phyſician on this occaſion, as ſhe 
had been when I firſt arrived here from 
Teutoburgium. She is a matron greatly 
eſteemed in this country for her knowledge“ 
in the medical art, and for her ſuppoſed 
{kill in divination and prophecy ; but her 
converſation affords little pleaſure, nor have 
I found in her, or in the other women 
whom I have met, any of thoſe graces, or 
of that gentleneſs of manners which are the 


natural characteriſtics of the ſex in civi- 


Iized countries: it muſt indeed be owned 
they are free from many of the faults ob- 
| * Velleius Paterculus. 
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jected to our fair countrywomen; they ars ; | 
neither vain, capricious, nor artful ; they | 
accompany their hufbands to the field, and 
ſhare in all the dangers of war; they buſy , 
themſelves in every economical duty, which . 
we leave to the care of our domeſtic ſlaves; iſ 4 
yet are they on many occaſions more re- 6 
ſpeed than the haughtieſt and moſt amiable 1 


of our Roman ladies. No dowry is given Wl _. 
with a daughter when ſhe marries; on the . 
contrary, a preſent is made to her father on 4 
the occaſion, and to her is conſigned a lance 9 
with other military inſtruments. There has ſp 
been to me always ſomething diſguſting in * 
the character of an Amazon, and I am more pe 
diſpoſed to eſteem than admire the fair Che- en 
ruſcans: I will, however, confeſs that J have 15 
had few opportunities of ſeeing and converſing Wl lib 
with any of the younger; they are indeed ſu 
allowed all the liberty they deſire, but they WM on 
make a very moderate uſe of it. I have ¶ or | 


ſome- 
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foinetiines perceived them diſcourſing fami- 


liarly with the young men of their own 


country, but have not obſerved either deſign 
or gallantry in their intercourſe; as for me, 
they ſeem ſtudiouſly to avoid my ſociety, 
and their countrymen take great pains to 
confirm them in ſuch reſerve. Theſe enter- 
tain the moſt” diſadvantageous idea of the 
morals of the Romans; and are perſuaded 


| that a man who neither loves gaming, nor 


the Bacchanalian orgies, which are their 
chief delight, can have no other way of 
ſpending his time than in the ſeduction of 
women; and as they never adorn their 


perſons but to appear more terrible to'the 
enemy, they conſider all elegance and even 


neatneſs of dreſs, as marks of effeminacy and 
libertiniſm ; in the ſame manner, as they 


ſuppoſe, that the ſtudy of eloquence can 


only tend to the purpoſes of deceit, and that 


of philoſophy to the ruin of religion. 
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f | C | With theſe ideas you may imagine that 

1/108 they are far from being ambitious of acquir- 

Wh, ing the knowledge of Greece and Rome. 

Wh The ignorance moſt difficult to conquer is that 

M0 which proceeds from pride: the Cheruſcans 

} 1 will never be reaſoned into a deſire of 

i 1 improvement; but they, as well as every 

| j | | other nation, may be ſeduced by the charms 

| | of luxury. However, there is ſomething 

Wl awfully rigid in their virtue, which, on 
| ö bf many occaſions, incites them to actions as t 
ö . ö } is noble as thoſe that are the reſult of the moſt ] 
1 0 6 6 enlightened philoſophy ; yet I muſt till ; 
1 188 | aſſert that their merit is inferior to ours: a 
; bt! their paſſions are far leſs violent, they have 0 
; N i | more patience, greater coolneſs, and, in t 
1 ji 0 general, more indifference for every thing 9 
0 kl | that forms the object of our hopes and a 
1 | fears. Money as yet is of little conſequence g 
| to the Germans, and if avarice is to be found a 

amongſt them, -it conſiſts rather in the fear V6 
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of loſs, than in the deſire of gain. They 
hazard no commercial ſpeculations, and hold 
even agriculture in little eſteem: they pre- 
fer the devaſtation of their neighbours lands 
to the improvement of their own : they 
exchange preſents with each other, but 
neither make a merit of their bounty, nor 
feel much gratitude for what they receive. 
The hardſhips and inconveniences to 
which they are daily expoſed, are perhaps 
the cauſe of the exceſſes into which they 
plunge themſelves to drive away thought. 
Were their ſobriety equal to their frugality 
and valour, they would be almoſt uncon- 


querable; but they ſcarcely ever make 


the proper uſe of a victory, as they fre- 
quently ſuffer themſelves to be ſurpriſed 
and defeated, when, after a ſucceſsful en- 
gagement, their banquet has put them into 
a condition that renders them incapable of 
reſiſtance. | | 
D 3 Theſe 
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Theſe banquets are likewiſe held for 
deliberating on public affairs; but nothing 
is concluded till the next day, when the 
heads are cool and the paſſions leſs agitated. 
This they conſider as one of the beſt of their 
inſtitutions, as they are obliged to give 
their opinions when every tongue is ſuppoſed 
to utter the language of the heart; and theſe 
opinions are diſcuſſed, and confidered, when 
their reaſon and judgment are in full and 
temperate force. 

It may be expected that in theſe 1 
banquets, unlike thoſe ſaid to have been 
introduced by Italus to civilize and gain the 
hearts of his people, frequent diſputes and 
controverſies will ariſe; and I have been told 
that on theſe occaſions, few. words are em- 
ployed to decide the conteſt, but the ſword 
is immediately drawn, and moſt of the 
feaſts terminate like that of the Lapithæ. 
| Cariovaldas 
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Cariovaldas has received as many wounds 
from his patriotiſm in the -council, as from | 
his bravery in the field ; whence you may 
conclude that the ſtrongeſt and moſt. active 
chief, muſt always have the beſt of the 
argument. Whether this inconvenience is 
greater than what ariſes from more poliſhed 
manners, is to me uncertain : acuteneſs of 
mind may as eaſily fall to the ſhare of a 
traitor, as ſtrength of body. The Roman 
who prefers his private intereſt to that of 
his country, may be poſſeſſed of more 
eloquence and greater power of perſuaſion 
than the zealous and upright republican ; 
his ſuperior talents may do as much hurt as 
the ſword of the traiterous German, who 
may unfortunately wield it with a more 
vigorous arm than his honeſter countryman. 
Prejudice alone makes us inſenſible of the 
empire of ſeduction, while we are con- 
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ſtantly on our guard again that of force; 
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LETTER Vn. 


I CANNOT deſcribe to you, Septimius, 


the ſurpriſe and ſatisfaction which I have 


experienced ſince my laſt letter: I told you 


that moſt of the neighbouring chiefs had 


expreſſed a particular eſteem for me, and 


ſent me preſents during my confinement. 
Yeſterday Vercennis entered my cave, and 


informed me that ſome ſlaves were arrived 


from an intimate friend of Cariovaldas, 
named Manfred, whoſe poſſeſſions being 
more diſtant than the others, he had not 
been enabled ſooner to aſſure me of his 
regard. Scarcely had ſhe ſpoken, when the 
ſlaves appeared bearing a wild boar, and a 
quantity of leſſer game; they were followcd 
by a perſon habited nearly like themſelves, 
but whoſe. air and features immediately 
3 ſtruck 


# F 
= = 
G a 4 
[1 
"om 
* 
n hk { 1 
Yi: 3% ; 
; FH - ; 
i © 15. #7 | 
= 7H 11 Ft . 
7; 1 
7 1 8 
9 118 5 
. 
1* 7 Fx * : 
6 1 4 4 IS , 
x 1 1 4 
IE * - 
4 = 1 
1 Mn 
\ F < - * 
z 2 
Fj 1 Cf N 
- . 7 o « 
x . N 
2 5 ” 
Tus I} * 4 
+" "6 
14 1 . 
1 9 * * 
TY 7 1 9 
1 121 1 iT 
1 N — 
1 * 
3: $$ 201 
s 7% 1 E 
3 4 7 | Tj 
JLE \ oe 5 
13-7 141:4LS YL 
(f 3, 1 < 
ne 
1 1 1 
114 4 tet 74 F 
- 1 * 5 
* Fi Lo 1 
1 L 
18 T5029 19 1. 
1 Fl % t ih 
So 7% | | i 
_ 4 RF +: 
Tr \ 1 ; ; : 
] 1 5 
k 
}? j ! #1 # 79.0 
4 . 
1 * 
1 Fe l 7 
ti #5 7 < 
1 * 
77 3 
F* +3. $8; ' 
is 1 + 8 
1 
17 ” 
TR.) $543 q 
A l 3 
Þ + 
A 1 
* th 
91 1 
8 * 
. i; 
C | } g : 
I £7 [ 7 
145 7 s 
191 ith 2 8 p 
+3 1 c b 
1 5 7 
12 4 
4 18 1 
1 w N } 
n 2 1 
i A 5 
1 7 4 
: * 7 
6 FI 2 2 4 
115 , 7 2 
] bs 4 5 . 
$1 - Tt 5 
x *"B 
- 7 : 
1 q 
Fl 2 : BY 
194 *I7 
0 10 | $, 1 
7 1 1 „ 
e 
} : 
17 4 
92 545 1 
SOS > 
147-1 13 1+ 
: me 1 , 
185 © 
: } 3 © 
1 5. 
+4 4 4 {4 5 
139% i 5 
11 1 * 
10 $4 4 1 
F 
3 
£3 * oof »Þ 
ST '* a 
1 14 
1 . 
: LU Io * 
47 5 ” 
: *#1 1 3 
T1 4 . 
37 * 
it! \ - 1H 
17 0 ; 
is! : 
1 bs 30] g i 
2 1 
1 
| by 1 1 
i 0 
17 1 
Td! 186] 
47 * Y 
7 *» 
„ . 
T1 (ft 2s ; 
rr 
74 l $ N 
. j } \ 
* £ 18 
| 19 A 
7 = 
' : 1 15 
its 8 
1 17'S 
7 ; | 
HL 
j ; T5 
3; 4 k LIE: :. 1 
# 11 
$17 46 1 
18 04 
: as $i 'Þ4 
& 122 ' 
81123 180 
1 2 
n 
1 1 . 
4 { by K 
: -» $5 
* #\ kl : 
Ts 1 N . 
3% 1. a) is be 
ts : v- . 2 
i ? þ *. 
- * 
44 a + 
h 1 i) 14 
++ LES $2 7 
I RF ; 
j G | * 
i 4 
10 
2% y 
1 + 14 * 
1 4 
* 2 > 
i 
| 
* 11 *Y \ 
| 5 
4 + 
= 
47 . 
£ 7 
« 8 
5 


— — ot 
* 2 9 — 
. IDEN EIT Fir ans x. mat 


. MET OI ET IT 


42 MARCUS FLAMINIUS 5 OR, 


ſtruck me: judge of my feelings, when JI 
really found him to be the perſon I imagined, 
the Grecian, Philocles. You may remember 


he was the friend of Varus, and accom- 


panied him on his expedition into Germany : | 


the livelineſs of his wit, the gentlenefs of | 
his manners, the elegant and extenſive 


knowledge with which he is endowed, 


rendered his ſociety infinitely agreeable, not 


only to the general, but to every officer in 


the army. I welcomed him with tranſport, 


and at the ſame time expreſſed my regret 


at ſeeing him in a condition equally wretched 


with my own; but he ſeemed only ſenſible 
to the happineſs of finding me; and re- 
lated, that having been taken priſoner 
by Manfred, during the pillage of the camp. 
he had ever ſince been his ſlave; and had 
experienced from him no very unfavourable 
treatment: that hearing a wounded Roman 


was confined in the dominions of Carioval- 


das, he had requeſted of his maſter to 
a permit 
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permit him to accompany the preſents, 
though he had no expectation of meeting 
me, whom he ſuppoſed to have been left 
flain on the field of battle. He now earneſt- 
ly entreated me to prevail on Cariovaldas 
to take him into his houſhold, and engage 
Manfred to exchange him for one of his 
ſlaves. Cariovaldas readily complied, on 
condition that he ſhould return the next 
day to his maſter to obtain his permiſſion z 
and has this morning difpatched one of his 
moſt intelligent ſlaves, to attend Philocles, 
and, if Manfred approves of him, to re- 
main in his place. 

We have paſſed the night in recapitulating 
the dreadful event, which reduced us to 
this ſtate of exile and captivity. Philocles 
could give me little intelligence that was 
later than my own; he has, however, en- 
creaſed my horror and indignation by his 
deſcription * of the inſults committed by the 

* Velleius Paterculus. | | . 
barba- 


- 
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barbarians on the once victorious | eagles , 
and other trophies of Roman glory, but 
now of Roman ſhame; I was obliged to 
ſtop him in the midſt of his narration ; for 
I could not endure to hear from Grecian lips 
the diſgraces we have experienced. I was 
covered with confuſion, and Philocles, after. 
gently reproving me for my want of phi- 
loſophy, turned the converſation to other 
topics, with that urbanity to which I have 
lately been a ſtranger, and. which is 
certainly one of the greateſt conſolations in 
life; but his converſation has reminded me 
of pleaſures which I ought to forget, 
if I would expect to enjoy any degree of 
content in theſe deſerts; and I fear the 
vivacity of my imagination may make me pay 
too dear for the momentary happineſs I 
have indulged in converſing with a man of 
genius and education. | 

I anxiouſly enquired of him whether he 
had gained any information of the ſtate of 
Rome 


l >” 
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Rome fince our captivity ; and I find that 
in this particular he has not been more for- 
tunate than myſelf. The anſwers he has 
given me, relative to the almoſt univerſal 
deſtruction of our army, have made me 
more wretched than I was while I could 


pleaſe myſelf with ſuppoſing improbabilities. 


He informs me, that all were deſtroyed on 
the field, except the tribunes and centurions 
of the firſt ranks, whom I ſaw maſſacred in 
the ſacred wood, and a few prifoners who 
have moſtly fallen to the ſhare of the- Mar- 
ſians. This dreadful certainty has renewed 
all my grief; I mourn for my friends as 
if they were this moment loſt; and yet T 
cannot expreſs to you the ſatisfaction which 
I feel in the hope of having Philocles near 
me. I ſhall think myſelf no longer a ſoli- 
tary being, in the midſt of a crowd who can 
take no part in my ſufferings ; I ſhall even 
be able to improve myſelf in various branches 


of literature and philoſophy, which the 


| Grecian 
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Grecian poſleſſes in a ſupreme d 
litude with ſuch reſources will have | its 
horrors, and my heart may once more dpen 


itſelf to ſocial delights: I cannot deſcribe to 


you my impatience for his return. 


LE T- 


” 1 * _ 
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LETTER VIII. 


My withes have been gratified, and a long 
interval of my captivity has been rendered 
leſs irkſome by the ſociety of a poliſhed 
mind. Philocles is my fellow ſlave, or 
rather, by the indulgence of Cariovaldas, he 
enjoys almoſt equal liberty with myſelf ; 
however, I cannot wholly conquer the pre- 
poſſeſſions of the chief againſt him; he 
makes a great diſtinction between. us, and I 
perceive that the liberality with which he 
treats him is entirely on my account, and in 
conſequeuce of my continual repeated re- 
commendations. 

The pleaſing converſation of this philoſo- 
pher compenſates many of my ſufferings ; 
his cheerfulneſs is invincible, and the variety 
of his knowledge is a ſource of conſtant 
; entertainment ; 


» 
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entertainment ; nay, what is incomprehenſible 
even to myſelf, who am ſpectator of the pro- 


dißgies which he brings to paſs, he has gained 
the affection, and excited the curioſity of all 


the Cheruſcans of this diſtrict, except Cario- 


valdas ; he has not been above three months 
my companion, and he has already made a 
greater progreſs in the minds of the people, 


than I have done in near two years of reſi- 


dence amongſt them. 

Vou know his figure is commanding, his 
countenance infinitely pleaſing, his voice 
melodious, and his elocution eaſy and natural; 
though you would imagine the laſt of theſe 
advantages to be of little conſequence to him 
in Germany, as he has taken no pains to 


acquire the language, and is not likely to find 


many Cheruſcans who * underſtand Greek. 
You: remember how unwillingly he ſpoke 
Latin at Rome, and with what difficulty we 


prevailed on him to lay aſide his uſual preju- 
dices, and to hold a converſation in the-lan- 
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guage of our country, when- he was invited 
to the Villa of Valerius, who ſo often ex- 


preſſed his diſguſt at this vanity which pre- 


vails among the Grecians, and who never 
gave way to it, except when they came to 
implore his protection. Philocles now con- 
verſes partly by ſigns, and partly in Latin 
with thoſe who underſtand our idiom many 
of them having acquired the means of ex- 
preſſing themſelves by their frequent wars 
with the Romans, and their long intercourſe 
with our armies. I could not forbear re- 


marking to him the neceſſity to which he 


was reduced; he replied, it ſhould not con- 


tinue long, that of two foreign languages he 
preferred the leaſt barbarous, meaning the 
language of Rome, but hoped he ſhould ſoon 
induce the Germans to utter ſounds | more 
analogous to his ideas: this hope ſeems not 
to be groundleſs, ſince he has already formed 
a ſchool, and inſtructs his pupils with aſto- 
nithing patience and aſſiduity. 

Vor. I. E One 
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; Ons of the principal cauſes of his popu- . 
it is the connexion he has made with N 
Norbert, chief prieſt of the neighbouring 0 

wood. He has openly profeſſed himſelf his : 
admirer and diſciple, attends him every day t 
to be initiated in the traditional knowledge * 
of the country, and, at his return, relates to 
me the various circumſtances of their wor- T 
' ſhip and belief, with which I was before _ 
unacquainted. You know his ſentiments in _ 
regard to religion, and therefore will 1ma- Pe 
gine he makes no ſcruple of ſubmitting to | BY 
any ceremony, which may anſwer the pur- ch 
poſe of curioſity or ſpeculation: he has even a0 
captivated the friendſhip of Vercennis, by m 
| liſtening to her rhapſodies and explanations mY 
of the gift of prophecy, with which ſhe ſup- of 
poſes herſelf endowed. His botanical ſtudies, | oal 
which he purſues with great ardour, gave he 
him the reputation of collecting herbs for IN 
Vin 


the purpoſes of magic ; in which he at firſt 
endeavoured to undeceive the people ; but 
| finding 


— 
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finding their opinions only more confirmed 
by his denials, he now gives them leave to 
conjecture that he is a learned magician, but 
that he is more willing to employ his art for 
the benefit, than for the detriment of man- 
kind. f = 

As he is no longer in the prime of youth, 
and aſſumes a gravity and auſterity of man- 
ners, which I never obſerved in him during 
his reſidence in the Roman camp, the young 
people of both ſexes are encouraged by their 
parents to cultivate his ſociety. He has 
| Choſen for his habitation, amongſt the caves 
deſtined for the better order of ſlaves be- 
longing to Cariovaldas, a grotto overgrown 
with ivy, conveniently ſituated on the banks 
of a ſmall rivulet, and ſhaded by immenſe 
oaks; the place is not unpleaſing, and here : 
he ſeats himſelf with his lyre, and ſings to a 
numerous auditory the praiſes of thoſe” Di- 


vinities who are adored in common by the 
K 2 8 Greeks, 


— 
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Greeks, and Germans, ſuch as Apollo * 


Vulcan, and Diana. The number -of his 
viſitors daily increaſes, and it is not uninte- 
reſting to behold the group that is formed 
around him : at night he explains to them 
the motions of the celeſtial bodies, teaches 
them the Grecian names of the ſtars, and is 
now beginning to initiate them in the fabu- 
lous hiſtory of thoſe perſonages who have 
given their names to the different conſtella- 
tions. There is ſo much of the marvellous 
in this part of his aſtronomical inſtructions, 
that it makes a deep impreſſion on his 
hearers, and greatly adds to their vene- 
ration. 5 wh 
His time is thus engaged in diverſified 
employments, and he often exhorts me to 


make uſe of ſimilar means, to conquer the 


melancholy by which I am engrofſed. When 
we are alone he compoſes orations, and re- 


* Cxſar's Commentaries, Book 6. 


peats 
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peats them with fuch grace and energy as 
raiſe my wonder, and excite my emulation; 
but the moment he departs, 1 relapſe into 
my uſual deſpair, or employ my thoughts in 
forming wild ſchemes for my return to 

Rome; while the improbability of ever 

putting them in execution only increaſes my 
impatience, and cauſes theſe ideas to take 
Rl faſter hold © on my imagination. | 
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LETTER IX. 


OUR philoſopher is become the oracle of 
the Cheruſcans : he has inſtructed many in 
the language of his country: he has acceſs 


to every habitation, and, by a ſpecial favour, 
the prieſts have enjoined Cariovaldas to free 


him from the condition of a ſlave. A portion 
of ground has been allotted for his ſub- 


ſiſtence, and he has found means to render 
his cave, and the hut which he has built over 


it, more commodious and more agreeable 


than I could have imagined poſſible in fo 


barbarous a country. He has introduced | 


many articles of furniture, executed not 


without ingenuity from his inſtructions ; he 


has laid out a garden, and filled it with 


yarious plants, which he obſerved growing 
wild 
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wild, and which culture has rendered uſeful 
and pleaſing. 

Two days ſince was celebrated the feaſt of 
the ſummer ſolſtice ; Is Germans have on 


. ; ; "Ps. . 
this occaſion many ſuperſtitious ceremonies, - 


at which Philocles aflifled. Towards even- 
ing he invited to his habitation the prieſts, 
bards, and principal chiefs of the neighbour- 
hood. A collation of various fruits, herbs, 
and milk, prepared in a different manner, 
before unknown to his gueſts, was ſerved 5 1 
with a neatneſs and propriety of which they _ 
had no- idea, The table was ſpread in a 
grove, on the borders of the rivulet ; every 
perſon was crowned with flowers ; and per- 
fumes, extracted by the direction of Phi- 
locles from various odoriferous ſhrubs, were 
ſhowered on the company, according to the 
cuſtom of the Greeks, from vaſes which he 
had prepared for that purpoſe. As ſoon as 
the. collation was removed, twelve youths 
8 and virgins, trained by him to imitate the 
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dances of the Athenians, and guided by the 


melody of a flute, not ill managed by one of 


his pupils, advanced, and celebrated the 

triumph of ſummer, ſaluting the weſtern” 
| ſun with various ceremonies, borrowed partly 
from the Greeks, and partly from the Ger- 
mans. After this, from behind the oaks, 
appeared' a beautiful young woman, about 
eighteen years of age, clothed in white, with 


a purple girdle, on which was embroidered 
the image of the ſun; her head was crowned 


with ears of corn, and her auburn hair, diſ- 
poſed with artful negligence, hung in ring- 
lets on her ſhoulders ; the dazzling whiteneſs 


of her complexion, the celeſtial azure of her 
eyes, the air of ingenuous candour in her 
countenance, the ſimplicity and modeſty 
that appeared in all her actions, attracted my 
whole attention, and made me ſuppoſe my- 
ſelf in a dream. She advanced while the 
dancers formed themſelves into a ſemicircle 
behind her, and having, in graceful and flow 

meaſures, 


ſor 


n1: 


bu 
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meaſures, paid her adoration to the ſun, ſhe 
fixed herſelf in the moſt elegant attitude, 
with her eyes directed to. the radiant globe, 
till it was loſt beneath the horizon; then 
with a ſoft air, and tuneful voice, ſhe ſung 
an ode in praiſe of Apollo, the other virgins 
and youths accompanying her as a chorus. 
The whole aſſembly was ſtruck with 
amazement, and conſidered Philocles as 
ſomething more than mortal. I will own. 
to you, Septimius, my thoughts were, at that 
moment, differently engaged. I had recog- 
nized the features of ſeveral of the dancers, 
but the beautful repreſentative of ſummer 
was entirely unknown to me, and I anxiouſly. 
wiſhed to diſcover her. Philocles ſmiled at 
my ſurpriſe, and aſſuring me he had made 
a myſtery of this entertainment merely to 
divert me from the melancholy that preyed 
upon my ſpirits, promiſed, when we ſhould 
be alone, to give me every intelligence 
I might deſire. 155 
| The 
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The lovely dancer, and her companions, 


retired into the grove, and di ſappeared. The 


gueſts ſat late, and, according to the cuſtom 
of their country, returned to their habitations 


almoſt in a ſtate of ſtupefaction. I had long 


before left their ſociety, and joined Cario- 
valdas, whom I found fitting in a thoughtful 
Poſture at the . door of his dwelling ; I told 
him that I regretted his preſence was wanting 
to the pleaſures in which I had been a ſharer. 
He anſwered with a ſigh, Marcus! your 
Grecian, without apparent deſign, fights the 
battles of the Romans; the bold and ſteady 
Marius, the great and ever victorious Cæſar, 
the noble Druſus, and the cautious and ſkil- 
ful Tiberius have never done ſo much injury 
to the Cheruſcans as the ſeducing and de- 
ceitful Philocles. You are too young, too 
honeſt, and too brave to perceive the ills into 
which he is plunging this unhappy nation ; 
yes, my generous enemy, you mult weep over 


us; if you could imagine how one man has 


already 
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already ſucceeded in ſowing the ſeeds of cor- 
ruption amongſt us. You would ſeek to con- 
quer us by open and noble hoſtility ; but 
this man, under the maſk of friendſhip, is 
undermining the ſolid baſis of our glory, and 
poiſoning the ſources of our courage and 
_ patriotiſm. He has already ſeduced our in- 
ſtructors, the guardians of our laws, and the 
ſcourges of our crimes. But I have at leaſt 
not to reproach myſelf with authorizing, by 
my preſence and example, the illuſion which 
ſpreads ſo rapidly through this diſtrict.” 

Cariovaldas ſpoke theſe words with pe- 
culiar energy, and I had never before ſeen him 
ſo much animated. TI took, however, ſome 
pains to plead for Philocles, and endeavoured 
to convince the chief, that poliſhed manners, 
and elegant ſtudies, far from corrupting the 
mind, tended to heighten and improve every 
honourable ſentiment. He made no reply, 
but retired in apparent ill-humour. 


LET- 
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LETTER xX. 


"= 


THE Grecian returned late and, not waiting - 


for my enquiries, told me that the amiable 


| perſon who had ſeemed to make ſome im- 


preſſion on me, was named Bertha; that ſhe 


was the daughter of a chief, related to Ar- | 
minius ; and that her father had fallen in a 


{ſkirmiſh with the Romans: that ſhe lived with 


his only ſurviving brother, at a ſmall diſtance 
from the ſacred wood ; and that her uncle and 


protector was the intimate friend of Norbert 
the chief prieſt, with whom he had often 


viſited their habitation, and inſtructed the 
young and ingenuous Bertha in the language 


and muſic of the Athenians. He ſpoke 
much of the ſweetneſs of her temper, and of 
the progreſs ſhe had made in her ſtudies, 
but complained of her wanting animation 
and 
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and vivacity. She is, added he, © greatly 
attached to the religion of her country, and 
ſcrupulouſly obſerves its moſt ſuperſtitious 
rites; ſhe looks on its miniſters as the in- 
terpreters of the Gods, and treats me with 
the ſame kind of deference and reſpect, 
becauſe I have been introduced to her as a 
friend and diſciple of Norbert.“ 

I hope, anſwered I, that you will never 
give her cauſe to repent of the confidence 
ſhe has placed in you; and I am certain that 
Philocles has too much delicacy of ſentiment 
to entertain any ideas repugnant to that 
reſpe& which is ever due to innocence and 
candour. However, I muſt inform you that 
e is by no means pleaſed with 
your ſucceſs among the Cheruſcans; I would 
adviſe you to be more cautious, and rather 

to introduce thoſe cuſtoms of your country 
that may tend to improvement than de- 
light. | 
As for Bertha,” replied the _hiloſopher; | 
„ have 
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„have had no other. view in her in- 
ſtruction than the deſire of improving a 
mind and perſon not unworthy of my cares. 


Vou cannot ſuſpect a man, who has lived 
more than thirty years amongſt the moſt ; 
beautiful and accompliſhed women of Greece ” 

and Italy, to be enraptured with the mere 

natural charms of a young barbarian ; par- ? 
ticularly a man who has other purſuits and N 

more ſerious ſtudies. My chief motive for : 
placing her, as the principal figure, in my 

I group of dancers, was to give you the c 
} agreeable ſurpriſe of a moment ; and my : 
| | inſtructions will only ſerve to ſcatter a few : 
þ flowers in the thggny path to which fate has 1 
| condemned her. The fears of Cariovaldas , 
if are natural to the ignorant, and I heartily 
| forgive him for deſpiſing refinements of 1 
lf! which he can never know the value. Let 
bf him conſole himſelf with the aſſurance that | : 
1 during his life the Cheruſcans will neither 4 
| ; be too learned, nor too elegant ; many. ages 
| | revolve 
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revolve. before a barbarous nation becomes 
civilized, and the lapſe from civilization to 
effeminacy requires a ſucceſſion of years, 


though I will own its gradations are ſome- 


what more rapid than thoſe of the 


former 


« But,” ſaid J, dnternapting hen, * do you 


not allow the poſſibility that a nation may fink 


into effeminacy without ever having riſen 
to civilization ? . 

I do not believe this probable of the 
Germans,” anſwered Philocles a little diſ- 
concerted ; **I have neither the power nor 
intention of corrupting them; but if I could 


ſubſtitute gentleneſs of manners for the 


haughty ferocity which forms their  preſertt 
character, ſurely I ſhould do them no incon- 


ſiderable ſervice. This nation, not unlike 
your Romans in the firſt ages of the repub- 


lic, is attentive to obſerve every kind of 


* diſcipline that * the body; but 


Pay 6 
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A — 


* 


pays little regard to the univerſally allowed 


ſuperior cultivation of the mind.” 


At is certain, Philocles,” anſwered I, 


« both the mind and the body require exer- 


ciſe and attention; but there is ſomething 
ſtill more important, which is often neglected 


by poliſhed as wellas barbarous nations ; this 
our ancient Romans never forgot, I mean 


the improvement of the heart.” 
“It is juſt,” ſaid Philocles; I agree 


with your maxim, and as a proof of my 
approbation, I leave to you the care of 
forming the heart of my fair pupil: Lhave 
reaſon to believe you will not be diſpleaſed 
with the employment.“ 4 
Afﬀter theſe words, which he accompanied | 
with a ſmile, he left me to my reflections ; 
which in my next letter, Septimius, I * | 
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LETTER Ki. 


U 


AFTER Philocles had left me, I atten- 
tively conſidered the converſation which had 


paſſed between us, and revolved in my mind 
the whole of his conduct ſince his arrival in 
this country. I will confeſs: to you, Sep- 


timius, that I began to be nearly of the 
ſame opinion with Cariovaldas. Bertha had 
pleaſed me you know I am not inſenſible 
to the charms of beauty; but the manner in 
which the Grecian ſpoke of her to me had 
too much the air of deſign not to exeite in 
me ſome degree of contempt for him, and 
much compaſſion for her. At that inſtant 
the remembrance of Aurelia came to my 
aſſiſtance; I conſidered Philocles as a man 
who wanted to drive her from my thoughts, 


and engage me in a ſnare, which might make 
F .. 
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me inſenſible of his treacherous intentions 
againſt the perſons who had firſt received 
him on my recommendation. 'Fhe more I 
gave way to this idea, the more my ſuſpi- 
cions and diſlike of the philoſopher aug- 
mented ; but if I could no longer give him p 
my eſteem, where ſhould I find a friend, u 
a companion? This reflection affected me: 
I wiſhed to ſuppoſe his intentions innocent, pi 
that I might not loſe the ſatis faction I ex- gi 


perienced in his ſociety: however my doubts the 
were too great to allow me to ſeek for a me 
juſtification from himſelf: I knew his tha 
eloquence, and feared his power of per- ſoli 


ſuaſion. The next day I avoided him, and and 
ſought every opportunity of converſing with reje 
Cariovaldas ; but he is feldom communi- plea 
cative, and always reſerved: I admire his I 
virtues, but can form no intimate connexion Con 
with him. It is ſaid his ſon is more poliſhed WF 1. . 
than moſt of his countrymen, and yet poſ- will 
ſeſſes all their firmneſs and fincerity; how WM 11;. 
unfor- 
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unfortunate am I that he does not inhabit 
this part of the country! Yet, O Septi- 
mius ! what could make me amends for thy 

abſence? Shall we never again enjoy thoſe 


| hours of confidential intercourſe, which com- 


pleted our mutual happineſs, and confirmed 
us in every noble purſuit ? | 
I have ſtill ſome reaſon to believe that 
Philocles is not ſo guilty as I at firſt ima- 
gined ; the natural genius of the Greeks leads 
them to cheerfulneſs and a love of amuſe- 
ment: whether they are more reprehenſible 
than thoſe who paſs their lives in gloomy 
ſolicitude, deſerves at leaſt to be examined; 
and nothing but an inſenſible being could 
reje& the deſire of aſſociating virtue with 
pleaſure. 

I have determined to watch narrowly the 
conduct of our philoſopher, and ſhould there 
be any truth inthe ſuſpicions of Cariovaldas; 
will uſe every effort to repair the injuries of 
which T may have been an involuntary 

P2 promoter. 
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promoter. This morning I found him 
at the entrance of his cave, ſurrounded by 

his pupils, amongſt whom was the lovely 
Bertha, who had accompanied her uncle: 
I ſaluted her reſpectfully, and ſhe ſeemed 
much confuſed at my. appearance, returned 
a few words to the compliment I made her 


on her performance at the celebration of the 


feaſt of the ſolſtice, and took her place to 
liſten attentively to the leſſons of Phi- 
locles. | 
His imagination eaſily furniſhes him with 
inſtructive fables, and his eloquence conveys 
them in terms ſo pleaſing and ſo well choſen, 
that I ſhall wrong him by repeating them 
from memory ; yet I cannot refuſe myſelf 
the ſatisfaction of giving you an idea of this 
morning's leſſon, with the ſentiments of 
which I found myſelf greatly intereſted, 
though I know not whether they had the 
ſame effect on the reſt of his auditory. 
Vanity, it is true, may be often found 
+ amongſt 
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amongſt uncivilized nations, as it is the uſyal 
companion of ignorance; but its growth is 
infinitely more luxuriant in cultivated ſoils. - 
This fable was originally compoſed at- 
Rhodes, in anſwer to a queſtion of Tiberius, 
who, ſtrangely fond of mythological ſubjects, 
once gave the following queſtion, as a theme 
to various men of letters, whom he had 
aſſembled. | 


* WHAT WAS THE USUAL SONG OF .THE 
_ ** SYRENS?”. 


Vou will judge whether the anſwer of 
Philocles was well adapted. He reports that 
Tiberius, at that time diſguſted with the 
world, and tortured by hopeleſs ambition, 
applauded highly the moral of the fable, and 
heartily joined in cenſuring the vanity of 
others, while he deſpaired of ever gra- 
tifying his own. 5 


F 3 THE 
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THE SYRENS. 


THE Sea Nymphs, who prefided over 
the beautiful coaſts of Heſperia, having long 
obſerved with compaſſion the wrecks occa- 
fioned by the deluſive ſong of the Syrens, 
appeared at the court of Olympus, and in a 


ſuppliant manner beſought that Jupiter er 
would put an end to the allurements of the P+ 
fatal rocks. They repreſented to the Father Ta 
of the Gods that the innocent and guilty were 5 
alike expoſed to deſtruction, ſince ſcarcely a ha 

veſſel paſſed near the ſpot without meeting its 
ruin; and they requeſted he would find ſome ſta 
other means to puniſh the undeſerving, of 
and remove an illuſion by which ſo many me 
heroes had periſned. | mc 
Jupiter liſtened calmly to their remon- ſuc 
ſtrances, and anſwered in the following 4: 
en 


manner. 


„% You 
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«© You might have been aſſured, O Nercids! 


that whatever is done on your globe is con- 


formable to my intentions; conſequently you 
had no right to queſtion the juſtice of a pu- 
niſhment, of which the Syrens are only the 


miniſters, You confeſs that many of the 
victims are deſerving of their fate; and I 
ſhall now deign to convince you that all who 


are ſhipwrecked on the rocks, which have 
excited your diſpleaſure, merit that com- 
paſſion alone which ſuperior beings natu- 


rally grant to the errors of mortals. Repair 
to thoſe fatal iſlands, and attend to all that 


happens,” 1255 
The nymphs obeyed, and took their 
ſtation on the rock belonging to the elder 
of the Syrens, They obſerved that the allure- 
ments of the two younger had deſtroyed 
more numerous, but more ignoble victims ; 


ſuch as the votaries of ſloth, pleaſure, in- 
| tereſt, and other paſſions of the meaner ſort: 
they were therefore deſirous of being in- 


F 4 formed 


I 


Sn Pe 


—ͤ — —— —— = ** Ne " 
by ; Smear — 
wv k * — 3 


A —— 4-2. ted... ata Dhoom. ICT WY 
ae th — * 934 
_ — — 1 — — —ä—I— — 
a a A CET, 
2-4 Fs 


m 
—— —— J 
— — 


72 "MARCUS FLAMINIUS, on | 
formed in what ' conſiſted the magic of 
the moſt powerful ſeducer, before whom 
the proudeſt veſſels had ſtruck. 

Ih he firſt that appeared was a ſtately Fay: 

* richly ornamented, and impelled by a 
proſperous wind: the ſails were of purple, 
and on the banners ſhone. the eagle of 

Jupiter, embroidered in gold: on the prow 

ſtood a man of beautiful aſpect and majeſtic 

figure; he held a golden ſceptre in his hand, 
and his temples were bound with a ſacred 
-, fillet. 

No ſooner did the veſſel 8 the 
ro a than the Syren thus began Der 
ſong: | 

All hail to thee, Diocles ! high prieſt 
of Jupiter! beloved by Gods and men | 
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proſperous be thy voyage to the Sicilian 


ſhores, where the thronging inhabitants of 
Syracula are waiting on the port with eyes 


raiſed to heaven, in longing expectation of 
thy; arrival. Hear, 0 my ſiſters | hear, 2 ye 
1 . Tritons 
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Tritons and Nereids of the Eubœan coaſts, 
the virtues of Diocles and the favours be- 
ſtowed on him by the immortals. 

« Born of a diſtinguiſhed race, W 
with all the graces of mind and perſon, 
Diocles was early ſet apart for the ſervice of 
Jupiter: educated within his temple, he 
learned, not only the ſacred myſteries of his 
profeſſion, but every elegance which art and 
literature can inſpire. The favour of his 
ſovereign, who raiſed him even ſuperior to 
envy, only ſerved to gain him more ef- 
fectually the hearts of his fellow- citizens. 
Which of the inhabitants of Syracuſa had 
not reaſon to applaud the choice of their 
prince? Which of them did not owe ſome 
advantage to the influence of Diocles ? What 
thouſands of poor received daily nouriſh- 
ment at his gate*! what numerous and 

Life of Tiberius. The iſlands of the Syrens are 
three rocks, nearly oppoſite the Cape of Minerva, in the 


Gulph of Sorrento. A colony of Eubceans are ſaid to have 
peopled all the coaſt near Naples. 


land 


74 MaAnces FLAMINIUS; on 


ſplendid gifts he beſtowed on the temples of 
the Immortals! with what dignity. he has 
always ſupported the ſacerdotal power, and 
what magnificent banquets are the ſhare of 
thoſe gueſts whom he honours by his invi- 
tations! Such, Diocles, has been thy life; 
and what can be more glorious than thy late 
negotiation with the prieſts of Janus in 
Etruria*! The care of the high temple of 
Jupiter in Syracuſa, the firſt ſacerdotal ho- 
nours of thy country, have been granted thee 
as a reward : return, and enjoy them.” 
Whilſt the Syren continued her ſong, the 
Nereids watched the countenance of Diocles, 
who could not conceal the pleaſure he felt; 
the cup of libation, which he was rearing to 
ſalute the fane of Minerva on the oppoſite 
promontory, fell from his hands: he wiſhed 
to hear more diſtinctly the ſong of flattery : 
he commanded the pilot to ſteer cloſer to the 


The ancient name of Tuſcany. - 
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rock, and in an inſtant the dreadful eddy 
ſwallowed up the facred and magnificent 
pg.” 3 
| Soon came in fight 3 veſſel, leſe 
pompous than the former, but large, and well 
equipped ; nothing could exceed the ſkil- 
fulneſs or diſcipline of the crew; they were 


\ commanded by an aged perſonage * a 


thoughtful and ſevere appearance. 

KBleſſed be thy preſence,” cried the cruel 
Syren, ** juſt and wiſe Sophronomos! famed 
is thy government over all the plains of 


8 Heſperia ; the cities of Campania *, reſtored 


to their priſtine tranquillity by thy prudent 
and firm authority, applaud thy wiſdom, 
while they bend beneath thy laws. How 
far ſuperior are theſe honours to the diſtinc- 
tions of birth ! Thy advancement is owing 
to thy ability and talents, and with reaſon 


thou lookeſt 8855 on thoſe of noble blood 


* Now called Terra de 8 of his Sicilian Ma- 
jelty's dominions. : 


_ 


who have remained ſo far behind thee. Fear 
not the power of fate, ſince thy wiſdom, raiſes 
thee ſuperior to its influence.” 5: thi 


. to the charms of adulation, but com- 


0 giſlator was obeyed and periſhed, 


armour; his eyes ſparkled with fire, his 
every action was noble and aſſured, a lofty 
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Sophronomos was not more e than 


manded the pilot to direct his veſſel nearer 
to the rock. In vain did the fearful mariner 
endeavour to oppoſe his will- the wiſe le- 


A light and well- armed galley next ap- 
peared: youth, livelineſs, and vigour diſtin- 
guiſhed the rowers; the ſong of triumph 
reſounded through the ranks, and at the head 
of the troop was ſeen a warrior in ſhining 


plumage nodded on his creſt, and he ſeemed 
impatient at the ſituation to which his ardour 
was confined. 

by Glorious Ariſtomachos !“ 8 the 
Syren, the Eubcean ſhores ſalute thy tro- 
phied galley. Mighty conqueror ! receive 

| our 
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out adorations. Accuſtomed from thy ear- 
lieſt years 'to the applauſe of an admiring 
world, diſdain not the congratulations of the 
nymphs of theſe rocks ; approach, and know 
how well we are informed of thy exploits in 
the army of the warlike king of Thrace, with - 
whom thou enteredſt on thy career of victory, 
when, indignant at repoſe, thou hadſt left 
thy paternal houſe, and native Macedon. 
We are not ignorant of thy conqueſts in 
Magna Grecia, where thy victorious arms, 
at the head of this adventurous band of 
young warriors, ſubdued the proud Crotona *, - 
and the delightful Sybaris+; - of thy late 
diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs before the haughty 
Rhegium , whoſe ſtately bulwarks in vain 
oppoſed thy courage—may thy conqueſts 


ra Ancient cites of Magna Grecia, long ſince deſtroyed. 
Sybaris is ſuppoſed to have been near Corigliano. 
= Reggio, a city of Calabria, oppoſite to Meſſina. 


* 


extend 
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extend from pole to pole, and may thy lau- 
rels ever bloom refreſhed with the blood of 
new enemies.” | 
Neither Ariſtomachos, nor his friends, 
could reſiſt the ſeduction :' they drew near the 


rock, and the boaſted IE fell before t 
the Syren. | 855 \ 
While the Nereids were es his n 
fate, the gentle muſic of a lyre was heard a 
from afar, and the notes, wafted on the light fl 

wings of the zephyrs, announced on the 
prow of a Leſbian veſſel the poet Terpander, d 
whoſe {kilful hand touched the lyre, while his f. 
voice accompanied the harmonious ſounds in b 
ſublimeſt verſe. He ſung the creative power n 
of fancy; the magic of eloquence ; the piercing 4% 
eye of ſcience; the divine inſpiration of poetry; ti 
the breathing marble, and animated colours. th 
Attentive to his own ſong, it was long before g 
he heard that of the Syren : but ſcarcely had th 
r 


he liſtened for a moment, when his {kill 
failed 


2 
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| failed him, his hand no lohger diſtinguiſhed 
| the chords of his inſtrument, and the un- 
finiſhed accents died on his tongue. 

 «« Celeſtial poet?!” ſung the Syren, ** with- 
out thee, what are ſages and heroes? It is by 
: | thy art alone they are rendered immortal. 
What wonder if thou art ſought and courted 
W more than monarchs ? Approach, approach, 
. | and let me learn to imitate the 1 
grains of a mortal.“ | 
; Terpander obeyed, and his veſſel was 
: | daſhed to pieces. The Nereids wept his 
W fall, wonderipg that the folly of vanity ſhould 
be joined with ſuch ſuperior talents, and were 
now convinced of the juſtice of Jupiter. 
8 © What avail,” ſaid they, / virtues or quali- 
WW tics of which the poſſeſſors are ſo vain ? Know 
they not that all they enjoy, all that diſtin- 
guiſhes them, is the gift of heaven: o& dare 
they attribute its favours to their own merit? 
They are juſtly puniſhed for their ingrati- 
tude, Let us depart with this uſeful leſſon, 


never 
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never to W che decrees of our immortal 


- overeign.” oe 5 3 3 3 55 ad 
They were about to le the __ ache 
the voice of the Syren being again heard, they 
turned to ſee what veſſel was to be next the 
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prey of the cruel liſters, 
They were aſtoniſhed to ans * 2 
{mall boat, in which were a few perſons. 
ſimply dreſſed. The rays of the ſetting fun 
ſhone directly on a young man of lofty ſta: 
ture, whoſe animated and open countenance iſ 
expreſſed all that fenſibility, ſpirit, and virtue 
can inſpire. His companions ſeemed to treat 
him with reſpect, though he took on himſelf 
the moſt laborious part of the duty ;- and 
while the ſmall number of rowers made the 

| bark advance ſlowly, the Syren addreſſed the 
chief in theſe words. 1 N 
Godlike Eumenes! truth itſelf would 
appear to be the fable of adulation, were I to 
recount all thy virtues, all thy glorious deeds. 
Brave companions of this excellent youth, 

| you, 
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you, who -have ſhared his dangers, and his 
praiſes, bear witneſs to the truth of my 
word ! your hero, your Eumenes, born of a 
noble family in Samnium *, trained up to 
arms from his infancy, is equally verſed in 
the ſtudies of a philoſopher, and the duties of 
a warrior. Vou know the glory he acquired 
in defending his country, and revenging his 
father's death on the baſe Lucanians, who, 
by treachery, had defeated that brave and 
: experienced general. You know the honours 
N beſtowed on him by the Samnite council ; 
his generous forgiveneſs of thoſe enemies 
whom jealouſy had raiſed againſt him; his 
unexampled kindneſs to his friends, and his 
impartial juſtice towards all men. You 
know that he reſigned the government of the 
republic, becauſe he could not, without con- 
firming the authority of a tyrant, enforce * 
ſuch laws as alone would render his fellow- 
Citizens virtuous and happy. Every Samnite 


* Now part of the kingdom of Naples. | 
Vol. . — — -© repay 
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repeats, with admiration, the eloquent dif. 
courſe which he pronounced when he gave 
up the reins of empire, and reſolved to re. 
tire to the iſland of Prochyte * there to paſs 0 
his days in tranquillity, ſtudy, and friend. 
ſhip. O glorious young man! why ſkiould p 
not the univerſe be acquainted with thi c 
wiſdom and thy virtues ? Approach neater; 0 
hear how thou art revered on theſe coaſt f. 
how the Eubcean people are refolved t 5 | fe 
reſtore thee to thy republic with greate er 
honours than before, to vindicate thy righits 5 pe 
and to eſtabliſh the ſovereignty of thy laws. u 
The Syren would have continued, but the f Wi 
boat was out of fight. The hero ſmiled, ani co. 
with a bluſh, turning to his companions, fai 
How meanly muſt yonder nymph think i O5 
me, if ſhe ſuppoſes that I would arrogaf thr: 
to myſelf any merit from my conduct. Wi the) 
have only conſulted my own heart, and to 1 


could not have acted otherwiſe. I will min 


* Procida, an iſland near Naples. our 
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for the approbation of the virtuous, but I 
care not for the ſuffrage of a giddy multitude, 
ſince I have Gas ee the follies 
of ambition? 

= The Nereids quitted the a and accom- 
panied the humble bark to the iſland of Pro- 
chyte. Eumenes and his companions went 
on ſhore : but while they were preparing a 
: facrifice of thanks, a deputation from the 
: | ſenate, and people of Samnium, arrived, and 


entreated his return, as a new war was im- 


pending, and his aid was become neceſſary. 
he neither heſitated, nor made any terms 
with the ambaſſadors, but flew to ſave his 
country, and was victorious. 

The Nereids returned to the court of 
Olympus; they bowed their heads before the 
| throne of Jupiter. © Dread Sovereign !” cried 
they, thy decrees are juſt, and we deſerve 
to fall as victims before the rocks of thy 
miniſters, if . we ever more preſume to ſct 
our W in oppoſition to thy wiſdom.” 

„„ 
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LETTER: K ˖ 

ke 2 = © 

. War | Sp W < 
I WAS told that Cariovaldas expreſſed ſome il \ 
ſatis faction on hearing the ſubje& with which a | 5 
Philocles entertained his diſciples. I took il ,, 
this opportunity of obſerving to him, that ſt 
his fears might probably be groundleſs, and . be 
that Philocles would perhaps find the way of in- 
rendering virtue anfiable, and pleaſure in- 1 
ſtructive. | thi 
Tell me,” ſaid he, ©* whether you in- fon 
formed him of my diſapprobation ; I can in 
make no anſwer to your remark till you have ſuf 
ſatisfied my curioſity in that reſpect.” brit 
- I replied, that on the ſame evening in bee 
which he mentioned to me his apprehenfions, rejo 
I had warned the Grecian to be more cit- Ror 
cumſpect in his conduct. the 

We, thought 
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4% thought ſo,” returned Cariovaldas, 
„his artifice is great, and his hypocriſy _ 
ſufficient to deceive nations far more knowing 
than the Cheruſcans. The man who can 
employ the language of virtue. in the cauſe 
of vice, is the moſt dangerous of beings, 


Marcus, he is not worthy of your friendſhip ; 


even you he endeavours to ſeduce in the only 
way by which he can hope to prevail on the 
ſteadineſs of your temper ; think what muſt _ 
be the fate of the wretched victim who has 
innocently become the miniſter of his deſigns, 
was the friend of Bertha s father, and 
though her uncle, blinded by his veneration 
for ſacerdotal influence, aſſiſts your Grecian, 

in his unworthy plan, do not imagine I will 
ſuffer this maid to be ſacrificed, or you to 
bring on yourſelf eternal remorſe. Had you 
been leſs attached to the chimerical idea of 
rejoining your legions, and returning to 
Rome, of which, believe me, there is not 


the ſmalleſt probability, I would have 
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adopted you for my ſon, and made you the 


| brother of Sigiſmar. 1 would have given you 
. poſſeſſions ſufficient for your ſubſiſtence, and 


would have obtained Bertha for your wife; 
but you rather chooſe to «conſider yourſelf as 
our enemy, and I cannot force on 0 bene- 
fits which you refuſe to accept.” 

I was affected, Septimius, With the gene- 
roſity of the chief, and could not forbear ex. 
preſſing my gratitude; but at the ſame time 


aſſured him it was not poſſible that I could 


relinquiſh the hope of one day returning to 
my duty, and ſpending the remainder of my 
life in the ſervice of my country. 

« Your life is but commenced,” replied 
Cariovaldas, and you have to chooſe 
between many years of diſcontent, of vain 
hopes and fruitleſs wiſhes, and a ſeries of 


calm and tranquil enjoyments amidſt friends, 


who, if they have not the elegance and 
inſtruction of your countrymen, poſſeſs 
greater ſincerity and truth, We cannot 


boaſt 


ied 
ole 
ain 
of 
ids, 
and 
Teſs 
not 
oalt 
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boaſt of the Alban or Falernian grape, but 
our beverage is unmixed with poiſon: 3 
my eflections give you pain, I will not 


* 


repeat them; only I conjure you to beware 


of Philocles. I. do not inſiſt on your avoid- 
ing his ſociety; but by remarking his beha- 
viour, you will -be convinced that I do not 


wrong him, and will one day return me 


thanks, or honour my memory, for having 
ſaved you from ruin and diſgrace.” 

What will you ſay, Septimius, hea: I 
tel you;that your friend, after hearing theſe 
words, and being deeply impreſſed with a 


ſenſe of their truth; after having formed "he 


$ :<lolution never more to place confidence in 


Philocles, and, if poſſible, to avoid ſpeaking 
to Bertha, ſince neither my duty nor my 
honour would allow me to accept the pro- 
poſal of Cariovaldas, or ſecond the deſigns 


| of Philocles; what will you ſay, when you 


that, without knowing the 


are informed, 


true ſentiments of my heart, without daring 


84 to 
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to the place where I ſtood, but on ſeeing 
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to reflect on what may be the conſequence of i 


my conduct, I have fallen into the very errors 


againſt which Cariovaldas had warned 


me? | 

I had ſcarcely left him, when wandering 
into the woods without any other deſign 
than that of diverting my thoughts from the 


painful images on which they dwelt, I chanced 


to caſt my eyes on a large oak, the bark of 
which ſeemed to bear the impreſſion of Roman 


characters. On a nearer approach i found, to | ; 


my. great ſurpriſe, my name carved on the 


ſurface, and for a moment felt fenfations 


ſcarcely poſſible to be deſcribed. I flattered 


myfelf that one of my countrymen was near; 


I looked round with anxious hope—all was 
ſolitude and filence ; I could not prevail on 
myſelf to leave the wood, ſtill waiting in the 
expectation that I ſhould meet ſome long- 


Joſt friend, when, on a ſudden, a perſon 


advanced through a winding path that led 


me 


hub 
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me fled with amazing pcecipitation. "My 


curioſity prompted me to follow with equal 
rapidity, till a rivulet intercepting the flight 
of the object I purſued, I found, not with- 
out aſtoniſhment, that it was Bertha, whoſe 
confuſion was ſo great, that it gave me the 
ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions of her being the unknown 
writer. However, I had ſufficient command 
over myſelf not to put a queſtion to her 
which muſt have increaſed her embarraſſ- 
ment and diſtreſs: ſhe endeavoured to re- 
cover her ſpirits, and having a ſpear in her 
hand, told me, ſhe came into the wood 
with an intention of hunting, There was no 
way of extricating ourſelves from the laby- 
rinth into which her flight had led us, 
but by returning through the ſame mazes 
we had already traced, which naturally 
brought us to the oak, where her bluſhes 
plainly diſcovered: that my ſuſpicions had 
not been ill founded. Here-we were met by 
Philacles, who * leſs delicacy than 

| _—_ 


ga. . MARCUS FLAMINIUS 5 OB, .- 


myſelf, , and perceiving at-the ſame inſtant 
the writing and the confuſion of Bertha, 
induced ber, notwithſtanding. all my endea- 
vours to the contrary, to confeſs that ſhe 
| had made this uſe of his inſtructions in that 
dangerous art of which the Cheruſcans are 
in general ignorant. 
II, ſince this adventure, I have not a 
reſolution of avoiding the lovely Bertha, I 
hope Septimius will pardon my weakneſs, or 
at leaſt conſider the circumſtances that may 
be pleaded in extenuation of it. Vet I can- 
not wholly excuſe myſelf. The virtue and 
Teſerve of Bertha are equal to her ingenuous 
candour; the flatters herſelf with the hope 
that I ſhall relinquiſh all ideas of returning 
to my country, and chooſe her to be the 
partner of my retreat. In vain have I endea- 
voured to undeceive her; for while ſhe ſees 
that I paſs my hours with pleaſure in her 
company, ſhe has no conception of the 
different * that agitate my mind ; and 
unleſs 


at unleſs: J obtain ſome means of leaving this 
ay part of the country, -T can neither free her 
* from ſentiments, which muſt only end in her 
* unhappineſs, nor myſelf from the attractive 
at ä power which 1 leads me towards 
oe her. 

Cariovaldas treats me e with unuſual, rigour: 
* 1 dare not enter into an explanation with 
I him, though perhaps I could in ſome mea- 
of ſure clear my innocence, but, alas! jit muſt 
ol be at theexpence of Bertha. Philocles ſeems 
n- to pity my ſituation, and counſels me to hope 
id that time will afford ſome expedient to ex- 
us tricate me from this ſtate of perplexity; but 
pe are his counſels diſintereſted? 
8 
he 
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* 


LETTER . XIII. 


Pi HILOCLES continues to inſtruc his 


debbie to inſpire them with 
of ſentiment, which ſeems calculated to 
raiſe them from the ſtate of ſervile ſubjection 
to which they are condemned by their mo- 
narchs and their prieſts, and to elevate them 
to the dignity of thinking beings. I was at 
firſt rather diſguſted at his compliance with 
their ſuperſtitious ceremonies; but it appears 
that he only lent himſelf to them for a While, 
that he might more effectually gain the con- 
fidence of the people, and ſeize an oppor- 
tunity of enlightening their minds and giving 
them more rational notions. Notwithſtand- 
ing 
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relates to them the ſucceſsful ſtruggles of 
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ing the progreſs of his philoſophy amongſt 
them, he has not loſt the affection of the 


prieſts : they warmly ſupport his cauſe 


againſt Cariovaldas, who does not ceafe to 
demand his expulſion. As to myſelf, I feem 
now rather to excite the pity than the anger 
of the chief : he has had a converſation with 
Bertha, who ingenuouſly confeſſed to him 


the event which I related in my laſt letter: 


my perplexity is greater than ever, and each 
day adds new ſtrength to a chain which [I 
have neither courage to break, nor inclination 
to bear. In the mean time I dare not truſt 
myſelf to my own thoughts, but am con- 
ſtrained to ſeek that reſource which I never 
fail to find in the ſociety of Philocles. He 
is now employed in ſetting before his audi- 


tory the moſt characteriſtic parts of the 


annals of Greece: they liſten to them with 
avidity, and the love of independency has 
taken ſtrong poſſeſſion of their minds. He 


the 
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Various 


* 


the hiſtory of Harmodius and Ariſtogiton, 


with 


4 
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' 
A 


the overthrow of the thirty tyrants, and the 


death of Agis and Cleomenes, 
other events of the like-nature, 


the | Athenian people in the cauſe of freedom, 


- 
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LETTER XIV. 


Much time has elapſed, my dear Sep- 
timius, ſince T have been able ſufficiently to 
collect my ideas. to communimte them to 
you. Doubt, anxiety, and wearineſs, by 
turns have taken poſſeſſion of my mind, and 
deprived me of all confolation, My fitua- | 
tion becomes daily more wretched, ſurrounded 
on every fide with ſnares or misfortunes 
from which I ſee no er of extricating 
myſelf. 

What means this inactivity in our armies? 
Is it poſſible that the Roman people can be fo 
degenerate as to leave unrevenged their own 
honour, and the manes of three legions, once 
the flower and pride of Rome; three 
* which, even in their fall, were not 

unworthy 
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unworthy the eſteem of their country? It is 
true, that the place, which I am condemned 
to inhabit is remote from the uſual ſtation. 
of our troops; but ſhould they not have made 
their way into the darkeſt receſſes of theſe 


| hoſtile regions, and forced our enemies to 


repent their perfidious triumph ? Jam told 


our arms are reſpected in ſome of the Ger- 


man provinces; that Tiberius acts with pru- 
dence, and maintains the ſtricteſt diſcipline; 
that he has even gairied ſome inconſiderable 
advantages; but ſhould not his avenging 
arm have dragged to the feet of Jupiter Capi- 


tolinus the barbarous nations who have dared 


to inſult the Roman name? 
I know Tiberius well: he fears cenſure 


more than he loves renown ; he wiſhes, only 


to preſerve his intereſt with Auguſtus, and 
will not endanger, by an heroic daring, the 


reputation he has acquired of an able general, 
nor will he riſk his private fortunes to ſaye 


the honour of his country. He is circumſpect 


leſt 
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leſt he ſhould ſhare the reproaches which have | 
W undoubtedly been caſt on the unhappy Varus; 
W 2nd yet it is faid, that while our army was 

condemned to diſgrace and deſtruction, the 

fortunate Tiberius ad reduced all Illyria to 
obedience, and received the applauſes of 
Rome, applauſes which our ſhame muſt have 
redoubled. O Septimius ! my friend, the 
companion of my happier days, 1 envy not 
thy fame -I rejoice in thy victories - but 
ſhall the enemy of Valerius triumph? Shall 
che ruin of our army add laurels to his brows? 
Have I only lived to contribute to his glory? | 
No, Septimius, I have no hopes of redreſs,, 

of the return of felicity from ſuch an aven- 
ger: I acknowledge his talents, but I abhor 
This principles. ö c „„ 

and Whither am I hurried by my paſſions ? 
the My dear Septimius, I have caſually heard 
theſe circumſtances, but I cannot obtain any 
certain information of their truth, Carioval- 


* See the life of that emperor. 
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das has ſtrictly forbidden all mention ef 
public affairs in my preſenee; ſince my laſt 
letter he has been abſent ſeveral months, and 


a 
1s. but lately returned. He offered me to ' 
accompany him; but how could Lact the : 
part of a robber and aſſaſſin? He departed to ' 

wake an inroad on a neighbouxing frontier, i 
What intereſt have I in their quarrels? The WW 1; 
ſword which is not drawn in the ſervice of ; L 

EC our country deſeryes not to be crowned: with BW ic 
ſucceſs; yet would you believe it, my friend? BW ti 

ſo difficult is it to retain a purity” of ſentis tu 
ment when oppreſſed with adverſity, that I m 
could ſcarcely, without reluctance, refuſe to an 
attend him. The love of action, the deſim un 


of leaving Bertha, the hope of death, ſtrongly 
incited me to accept his propoſal, but one 
ſerious reflection brought me to myſelf, and 
the voice of honour was obeyed. I remained 
here, and have been miſerable ; ſolitude is 
now my only conſolation. I paſs my days 
in contemplation of the wintry torrents that, 

rolling 
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rolling down the bleak and barren mountains, 
root up in their courſe the lofty fir and vener= 
WW able oak. Twice have I ſaved the lives of the 
. | wretched inhabitants, whoſe huts were car- 
1 ried away by the ſtream: theſe are the only 
moments of happineſs. I have experienced. 
The ſufpicions of Cariovaldas againſt Phi- 
locles are, E am convinced, too true; in my 
laſt letter are ſome expreſſions which may 
lead you to think I was deceived in his inten- 
tions. I confeſs that an appearance of vir- 
tue and liberality of ſentiment had ſeduced 
me, but I am now athamed of my blindneſs, 
and of the regard I once entertained for fo 
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OVERWHELMED with deſpair, and 
hopeleſs that my letters would ever reach you, 
I had given up the confolatory employment 
of writing. I ſcarcely know how I have 
paſſed the tedious months and ſeaſons that 
have revolved ſince I laſt addrefled you. At 
length I am informed of what has happened 
at Rome whilſt I have been detained in this 
unhappy country. | | 
Like a man long confined in a ſubterra- 


neous cavern, whoſe eyes cannot bear the 
ſplendour of the rays which accidentally 
break in upon his ſolitude, I am confuſed 
and overpowered by the relation of ſo many 
and ſuch important events, as are at once 
preſented to my imagination! In the mid{l 
of the various ideas which agitate my mind, 
1 a gleam 
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a gleam of hope appears for the firſt time to 
cheer my ſorrows, and if I dare not flatter 
myſelf with an immediate return to the 
legions, at leaſt I have reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
I ſhall not wear out my life in captive in- 
action. wr” , 
A few nights ſince, on my return from a 
long and fatiguing chace, I found Carioval- 
das engaged in converſation with a young 
man, whoſe countenance pleaſed and inte- 
W reſted me. As ſoon as they perceived me, he 
9 aroſe, and Cariovaldas telling him I was the 
W Roman who had ſo long been an inhabitant 
of their country, he flew to embrace me and 
offered me his friendſhip in the warmeſt and 
moſt affectionate terms. The feeling with 
which he expreſſed himſelf affected me . 
greatly: while he ſpoke I ob/erved that his 
eyes were moiſtened with tears. I could no 
longer retain mine, and, for the firſt time, 
Septimius, ſince I have been torn from all 
that is dear to me, and condemned to miſery 
„ and 
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and affliction, I felt the oonſolation of this 
tender effuſion :* I ſoon recallected myſelfi 


and endeavoured to hide et n "I 


Cariovaldas. 18 
Marcus!“ ſaid he, W FIND tour i 
friend ; this young man 1s my ſon, the Sigiſs 
mar whom you have ſo often heard me men- 
tion, and who, though he bas hurled de- 
ſtruction amongſt your legions, is more de- 
ſerving of your regard and confidence thun 
the traiterous Greek who has no affection but 
what is centered in himſelf. 'The bufineſs on 
which his leader has ſent him i is of too public 
a nature to be concealed from you ; he will 
diſcloſe the occurrences which have happened 
in your country fince your abſence ; and i 
ſucceſs attends our endeavours in the cauſe ol 
Germany, he may perhaps one day reſtore 
you to your former connexions.“ 

You will more readily form an 1dea of my 
ſenſations than I can poſſibly deſcribe them 
you will conceive my impatience, and the 

995 various 


the 


rious 


— 
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various paſſions which I felt while Sigifmat 


felated to me the return of Tiberius“ to 


W Rome, his triumph; his ſecond journey 


towards IIlyria, whence he was recalled te 
take the reins of empire, reſigned to him by 
the dying hands of | Auguſtus and, finally; 
his exaltation to thoſe honours, which, even 
were they conferred. on the moſt. virtuous 
and . moſt heroic citizen of the republic} 
would become the ſeal of deſpotiſm and fla- 


very. I know not whether we now deſerve 


to be truſted with liberty, but ſurely we are 
not ſufficiently degenerate to merit the go- 
vernment of Tiberius. Bhs Les > 
What a mixture of ſatisfaction and anxiety : 
experienced, when Sigiſmar informed me 
that the great, the amiable Germanicus +, the 


only worthy ſucceſſor of Auguſtus and Julius, 


H 47267 2: Wb 
Tacitus, Book 1. | . : 
+ Germanicus Cæſar inherited the name of Germa- 


nicus from his father Druſus, brother of Tiberius, re- 
ceived into the Cæſarean family by order of Auguſtusy 
— 


* 
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is now left with the command of the legions 
employed to repel the incurſions of the 


Germans; that he is general of thoſe troops 
whom I have ſo long wiſhed to Join, and 


| that they, inſenſible of their duty, have 
dared to make a pretence of the death of 
Auguſtus for committing the odious crime of 


rebellion, encouraged by the abſence of their 
chief, who is collecting tribute in Gaul, 
Such is the information given me by the ſon 
of Cariovaldas, as received from Arminius, 


whoſe ambition and enmity to the Romans 


have been newly excited by the hopes of 
eaſily defeating ſeditious and undiſciplined 
troops, and who has ſent this young warrior 


to call the Cheruſcans to arms. 


Sigiſmar has promiſed to intercede with 
Arminius for my reſtoration to the Romans: 


the generous. youth has a manly ſenſibility 


who, before he would give Tiberius the title of his ſon, 


made him adopt Germanicus. His mother was Antonia, 
daughter of Marc Antony, and of Octavia, ſiſter of 


Auguſtus, 
for 


* 
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for my ſituation; and my gratitude, in return, 
inſpires me with the moſt - ardent wiſhes 
that he may one day ceaſe to be our enemy. 
His attachment to his chief, and to his duty, 
makes him eagerly wiſh to inflame the Che- 
ruſcans with the rage of war, but they do not 
ſeem inclined to imbibe the ſentiments of 
their leader, though Philocles, notwithſtand- 
ing his obligations to the Romans, his pre- 
tended friendſhip for the unhappy Varus, 
and the maxims he has conſtantly ſupported 
by declaiming againſt war as the ſcourge of 
humanity, is now active in the cauſe of the 
embaſſy, and indulges himſelf in the moſt 
injurious expreſſions againſt our republic. 
His example has, however, had greater 
influence than his exhortations; the people, 
immerſed in the variety of pleaſures which 
he has introduced, or promoted, preſerve 
their accuſtomed barbarity, but have na 
longer the ſpirit of enterprize and patriotiſm, 
with which they were formerly animated. 


'Their 
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Their pt is not become more valuabl 
to them, but they have loſt much of the 
mimneſs of character which led them to meet 
5 death without terror: beſides, though they 
continue ſcrupulouſly to obſerve the outward 
practices of devotion, and are as attentive ax 

uſual to omens and prognoſtics, they appeat 

now to entertain doubts of a future Nate, and 

| theſe doubts," into which the ſceptical. diſ. 

_ es of Philocles have thrown them, 
diſturb inſtead of enlightening their minds. 

They have neither the calm indifference of 
philoſophers, - nor the reſignation of men 
attached to their religion; they dare not 
oppoſe the dictates of their prieſts, but they 
have little confidence in their wiſdom ; they 
paſs their lives in pleaſures which are become 
more ſeducing as they are more refined. 


1 _—— — 


1 -» nl 
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it 
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They are greater gameſters than ever, becauſe 


they have now been taught to ſpeculate and 


make uſe of advantages which were before 


unknown to them. Their banquets are more 


; 8 frequent, 
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frequent, as they have learned to-render them 
more luxurious; and their fair countrywomen 


having been inſtructed to conſider reſerve as 


prejudice, join in the general diflipation, and 


increaſe it by their preſence. Robberies, - 


which were before ſcarcely known, except 
when inſtigated by enmity, are now frequent, 


and avarice has increaſed in ee with | 


prodigality. 

Sigiſmar was aſtoniſhed at the change 
which he perceived in his countrymen. His 
father, who juſtly attributes them to the 
arrival of the philoſopher, uſes every effort 
to ſtop the progreſs of corruption, and rouſe 
the nation from the AY into FORT it 
has fallen, | 8 
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* + 
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- LHTERE xvi, 


A COUN CIL has been held to debate on the 
preſent affairs; and the banquet, which, as 
uſual, preceded the deliberations, was a ſcenc 


of outrage and confuſion. It was agreed to 
furniſh Arminius with ſupplies for his in- 
tended expedition, but the choice of the 
commander occaſioned a violent conteſt, 
Cariovaldas, who from his age, his expe- t 
rience in war, his diſtinguiſhed courage, and f 
his known and acknowledged ſuperiority of r 

abilites, has long enjoyed the honour of 

leading his fellow citizens to battle, was 
oppoſed by a young man, named Morven, 0 
whoſe inſolence and inexperience had no other . 
ſupport than the protection of Norbert, and fi 
re 


ſome of the inferior prieſts, joined to a few 
| factious 
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factious chiefs, whoſe youth and want of 
judgment have faffered them to fall into the 
ſaares of the enemies of Cariovaldas. The. 


diſpute ran high, and ſwords were drawn on 
both ſides: much blood was ſpilt, and one of 
che intimate friends of Cariovaldas being 
i W killed, the contrary party acquired by his 
: death an evident ſuperiority, and Morven 
Vas elected, notwithſtanding the remon- 
0 ſtrances of the wiſer part of the aſſembly. 
sigiſmar, by his ſtation about the perſon of 
Arminius, is excluded from theſe councils ; 
he therefore was not preſent, but waited with 
the greateſt anxiety for the event, when his 
father appeared, and with tears of indignation 
related what had paſſed, I cannot expreſs to- 
you the pain I felt on ſeeing the venerable 
warrior tear his white locks, throw himſelf 
on the ground, and in all the agony of de- 
ſpair, alternately bewailing the death of his 
friend, and the affront offered to his age and 
reputation. Though an enemy, and not an 


incon- 
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- ſtheonſiderable one of the Romans, his ſuffers 
ings, and the injuſtice: done him, afflicted me 
greatly. I thank heaven we can ſubdue our 
foes without wiſhing they ſhould be humbled 
by inteſtine diſcord : our republic diſdains an 
| caſy and inglorious conqueſt; nor would we 
willingly owe any thing to the evils of per · 
fidy and ſedition among themſelves. * 
- Morven is the intimate companion and 
diſciple of Philocles: he has imbibed his 
maxims, and though his talents are not 
ſhining, he has made a party amongſt the 
Cherufcans by declaiming againſt flavery; 
ſupporting thofe whom their crimes have 
made liable to puniſhment, and pretending 
to reform abuſes which were either unfelt, 
or never exiſted. | 
Sigiſmar, indignant at the wrongs his 
father had ſuffered, propoſed an appeal to 
Arminius againſt the election of Morven ; 
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but as the principal inhabitants of each 
— have the privilege or chooſing an 
officer 
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might not ſome future chief, leſs juſt, and 


oldier. Amidſt the Roman legions I ſhall 


man, who, after a life of diſtinction, has no 


MARE — Bru” 
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officer to command them, Cariovaldas i is not 
ſufficiently. tranſported with anger; and the _ 
defre of revenge, to hazard the liberty of his il 
country by an 3 to ſo Naa a = - 
eee 1 be, *is a great and 
popular commander; his power could re- 

dreſs the injury that has been done me: but 


leſs wiſe than Arminius, make uſe of this 
example to break the decrees of a free and 
lawful aſſembly ? No, I will leave this un- 
grateful valley I will retire to the ſtates of 
Manfred, and ſerve under him as a private 


find ſome charitable hand that will put an 
end to the diſgrace of an unfortunate old 


other hopes left, than to periſh confounded 

with the multitude.” | 
Sigiſmar is inconſolable : I dare not leave 

him for an inſtant ; his ſenſibility exceeds 


my 


9 
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my powers of deſeription, and the honourable 
ſentiments, which every moment diſcloſe 
themſelves more and more to my admiration, 
endear him to me with no common affection. 
8 venerable Cariovaldas, in the intervals 
of grief and reſentment, teſtifies the greateſt 
eſteem and gratitude for the part I am acting. 
What muſt I be, were I inſenſible to their 
virtues, and to their unmerited afflictions ? 


THE LIFE, or THE ROMANS. 113 


: 85 : 
p — 4 ee a . f . 3 * 1 2 2 5 1 be. f "Wo 4 3 
Hor NC Et BRAS oy 
. ene * * F 
” 5 
a 7 . e d Y - 
: : 8 . 
rs + 8 79 1 170 4 * | ay „ 
; . 4 7. 4 
LET TER n 
f ＋ 
£ #44. i 


Tar need of; mankind coll” 
W never have invented any thing more dreadful 
chan what is now. to be my lot. 0 Septi- 
mius! happineſs flies far from your friend— 
he will not be permitted even' to die with 
4 innocence — with content his honour forbids 
him to liſten to the voice of gratitude, of 
affection, or of juſtice; let him periſh let 
his name be for ever eraſed from the annals | 
of humanity—let Valerius forget that his 
beloved ſiſter had a ſon who reſpected him 
as a father let Septimius drive from his 
memory all thoughts of his unfortunate 
friend, and let Aurelia forgive that Marcus 
ever dared - ſtill dares to love her. | 

have ſcarcely power to inform you of 
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the horrors with which I am encompaſſed; 
but, whatever is my fate, I wiſh you one 
day to receive my juſtification read it 


abſolve me, and then draw a veil over my 


wretched hiſtory. 

While I was endeavouring to conſole the 
unhappy Sigiſmar, while I was aſſuring him 
of my inviolable regard, and of the eſteem 
with which his filial virtue, his attachment 
to his commander, his feeling mind, and the 
gentleneſs of his manners inſpired me, a de- 
putation arrived from the facred wood, com- 


manding Cariovaldas and his ſon to attend 
at the cuſtomary ſacrifice to be performed in 


conſequence of the deliberations of the coun- 


cil. -They were long abſent, and. returned 
with all the marks of horror in their coun- 
tenance; they ſat down without uttering a 
word; Cariovaldas covered his face with his 


mantle; Sigiſmar looked on me, and burk 


Into tears, while in vain I conjured them to 
explain to me the cauſe. of this increaſe of 


ſorrow: 
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ſorrow. The chief remained filent ; thrice 
his ſon attempted to ſpeak, but his tongue 
faltered, and refuſed to diſcloſe the fatal 
myſtery. We remained more than an hour 
in this melancholy ſituation; the demonſtra- 
tions of affection and compaſſion which their 
grief drew from me ſeemed to encreaſe its, 
force; at length Sigiſmar tore himſelf vio- 
lently from my arms, and left me alone with 
his father. Cariovaldas then uncovered his 
face, and I perceived with aſtoniſhment that 
he had been in tears. He looked at me with 
unſpeakable tenderneſs, and, taking my hand, 
Marcus,“ ſaid he, „we are ſtiled barba- 
rians, but we never juſtly deſerved that appel- 
lation till now. There exiſts among us an 
ancient cuſtom, that, whenever we are 
doubtful 'of the event of a war, after having 
by various means, in vain, attempted to 
learn our future ſucceſs, the. laſt * and deciſive 
trial conſiſts in obliging one of our own na- 
* Tacitus de mor. Germ. 


I 2 | tion 
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tion to fight againſt a priſoner from the 
country which we-are about to attack. The 
combat muſt laſt till one is flain ; ſhould it 
happen to be the Cheruſcan we deſiſt from 
all thoughts of war, but if otherwiſe, we 
conſider the omen in our favour. This trial 
has never been made but in the laſt extremi- 


ties, and the prieſts, who are the ordainers IM 


and directors of this ſuperſtitious practice, 
have always choſen their victims out of the 
loweſt claſſes, both of the priſoners and of 
our people. Judge of my aſtoniſhment when, 
after this morning ſacrifice! was performed, 
I heard from the mouth of Norbert the 
dreadful ſentence pronounced againſt my ſon, 
and the friend, the companion who has fo 
long inhabited this dwelling, whom I always 
regarded as my adoptive child, as the bro- 
ther of him who is now to be his murderer, 
or receive death from his hand. In vain 
have I remonſtrated againft the injuſtice of 


the da in vain have told them that 
you 


t 


. 
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you cannot be conſidered as a priſoner ; in 
vain have I called the Gods to witneſs againſt * 
the ignominy to which their miniſters con- 
demn my Sigiſmar, whoſe birth and rank 
ſhould ſet him far above theſe ſanguinary 
rites. Their minds are corrupted, juſtice is 
driven from their thoughts, and the nation is 

on their ſide. Heaven knows I have always 
oppoſed this barbarous cuſtom, and while I had 
any influence here it was not put in practice. 
This day I have had recourſe to threats and 
ſupplications, but finding all in vain, I con- 
jured them to change the combatants, and 
to let the conteſt take place between ſome 
Roman priſoner whom we could obtain from 
the neighbouring chiefs, and one of the 
meaneſt of our troops; but their hatred to 
me and my family is too evident; they have 
ſworn our deſtruction, and you, unhappy 
Marcus ! are involved in our ruin. Your 
age, and that of my ſon, are nearly the ſame ; 
your arms are to be equal: I know. your 
x I 3 valour, 
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valour, and perhaps tomorrow I ſhall be na 
more a father; yet, if Sigiſmar is victorious, 

I ſhall never be happy, and his days will be 
poiſoned with perpetual remorſe he. Has 
conceived the firmeſt friendſhip for you, and 
the tender ſhare you have taken in our diſtreſs 
has endeared you to us more than ever.” 

"ol remained motionleſs on hearing the 
ſpeech of Cariovaldas: I was ſtruck with 
horror, and the firſt thought that preſented 
itſelf to my mind was that of putting an end 
to my exiſtence, leſt I ſhould deprive Cario- 
valdas of his ſon, and plunge my ſword into 
the boſom of my friend ; but this thought 
was ſoon combated by that contempt I have 
ever had for yielding to deſpair. My next 
ſuggeſtion was to meet Sigiſmar in arms, 
and give myſelf up a willing victim to his 
hand: but reflection ſoon told me this was 
only another ſpecies of ſelf-deſtruction, ren- 
dered ſtill more culpable by making my 


relin- 


friend the diſpenſer of my death, and by 
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relinquiſhing the cauſe of honour and my 
country. How dreadful ſoever was the idea 
of entering-into a ſingle combat with the man 
whom I eſteemed and loved, with the ſon of 
my protector, I was ftill to conſider myſelf 
as the champion of my country, and to do 
my duty with the ſame ardour as if I was 
fighting in preſence of her legions, by the 
ſide of her general, and beneath the wing of 
her victorious eagles, Theſe laſt reflections 
rouſed me from the torpid ſtate into which 

| I was plunged: I communicated all my 
thoughts to Cariovaldas, and he embraced 


eat dag Boe BB eb to ern ee ! IE ae nb dogs 
% . > 


me with paternal tenderneſs. 
** 0 Marcus!” faid the venerable war- 
rior, © why are we enemies of the Romans ? 
why does the ambition of your nation, and 
the headſtrong ferocity of ours involve us in 
| theſe miſeries ? or rather, why has the re- 
fined cruelty of Philocles added barbarity to 
our ſanguinary decrees? Nothing but his 
inſtigation could have ſo far miſled our prieſts. 

| I 4 Alas! 


. 
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this information : the latter part of his diſ- 


barians a reſpect for the Roman name, that 
if heaven ſhould grant me the fatal honour of 


Alas! unfortunate youth! you will never 


more behold your friends or country! ſhould þ 
you deprive me of my child, my forgiveneſs i 
cannot avail you: the riſing moon will 2 
3 behold your blood ſtreaming on the altar of > 


Odin ; your death is decreed, that of Sigif, 
mar is almoſt equally certain ; for ſhould he 
remain conqueror, I know his ſenſibility; 
he could not ſurvive the dreadful idea of 
having been the murderer of his friend.” 
Cariovaldas left me after having given me 


courſe has been ſome conſolation to my mind, 
I ſhall not long feel the remorſe that tears 
my boſom : I know that I ſhall do my duty; 
and truſt that I ſhall imprint on theſe bar- 


aſſerting my country's cauſe by the death of 
my friend, I may afterwards by the firmneſs 
with which I ſuſtain all the torments they 
inflict on me, by the conſtancy with which 
118 T - I meet 
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] meet my death, inſpire them with ſuch fear 
and reverence, that like Porſenna they may 
acknowledge their error, and avoid for the 
future the unequal conteſt between ferocity 
and yalour, 1 
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] WAS perfectly calm, Septimius, when 
yeſterday finiſhed my letter: J am till de- 
termined to do my duty, and you will not 
ſuſpect me of meeting my fate in a manner 
unbecoming a Roman. But the unhappy 
Sigiſmar has affected me greatly; the friend- 
ſhip he has expreſſed for me, the hopes he 
entertained of reſtoring me to my country, 
the heartfelt ſorrow he has teſtified in ſeeing 
| himſelf conſtrained to aim his weapon at my 
breaſt, all awaken my gratitude and unnerve 
the arm that ſhould be raiſed againſt him, 
The whole night has been ſpent in mutual 
demonſtrations of ſorrow and affection: 
I now perceive the eaſt reddening with the 
approaching morning: as ſoon as the ſun 

> appears 


al 
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appears we muſt enter the conſecrated wood, 
and there complete the fatal ſacrifice, As my 


W death is certain, and as Sigiſmar may fall 


a victim to the genius of Rome, I haye 
requeſted Cariovaldas to terminate the hiſ- 
tory of this day, and find means of conveying 
it to you with the letters I have written ſince 
thenight of Teutoburgium. Perhaps it would 
have been kinder not to renew your grief 
by the detail of ſufferings from which you 
have long imagined that fate had delivered 
me; but, while I live, my greateſt happi- 


neſs conſiſts in converſing with Septimius, 


and in giving him the laſt and fincereſt proof 
of my eſteem by leaving him . of 
my fame. 

Should the Roman legions ever diſcover 
the place of my death, let them not think of 


private revenge; the greater number of the 


Cheruſcans are innocent, and when the ſuc- 
ceſsful arms of our republic have defeated 
them in juſt and honourable battle, let it be 

forgotten 


— — So 
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forgotten that a Roman expired amongſt 
them: our clemency will teach them gentler 
manners, and our laws will inſtruct and 
humaniſe them. Farewell, Septimius ! 
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LETTER xXIxX. 


AGAIN, Septimius, your friend addreſſes 


you; again he has been ſnatched from death, 


and from the fatal neceſſity of deſtroying the 


ſon of his preſerver ; but this exemption has 
been dearly bought, and never will the day 
return to my imagination without NON in 
me the moſt poignant regret. 

Scarcely had I finiſhed what I choaghs 
would be the laſt teſtimony of my regard for 
Septimius, when a long proceſſion of youths 
and virgins appeared, headed by the bards 
ſinging the praiſes of Cheruſcan bravery, and 


| ſupplicating the gods to grant them victory 


over the Romans. Theſe were followed by 
many of the inferior prieſts, who are always 
armed, and compoſe the guard of Norbert and 
his companions of the higher order. : 

Sigiſmar 


- rr FA — 
hay — . . 2 — — cy 
. q * 


— oe 


- ” 7 
e I en ĩ ß . rt i ES — Is ** 


gt TAs „. "> * a 


4 


* 
1 $6 : 
4 
4 
W 
N 
7 
U 
? 
7 
| 
9 
' 
1 54 
4.1 
1 
1 1 | 
141 
it 
4 
=. 
_ 
$ 
A158 
'' T5 
FH 
1 In 
b bY | 
i THE 
114 
© | 10 
o 14 i 
„ 
.® 1 
* : 
: : 
. 4 
h , 
[ „ 
i L7H. 
4 
1 
17 3 
IN 
s 1 
* 
„ 
3 » 
* * 
141 ; 
es. 
» hey 1 
<8 
5 £ 
= 3 
. 
» . 
108 
1; 
| *234 
* 14 
1 
4 >, 14 
! 7 
58 
14 { 
ol 
= FL. 
F 4 
» . 
0 — 14 
7 i; " 14 
218 
$73 
FX 
as 
CE 
3 
= | 
F = 
i 
"4 
1 
x 
- 


= — 
" - _ — — — Iga 
2 : — . 5 mor of Y -2* 
2 P 
— — — * 
F 


» Sol nee 


126 MARCUs FLAMINIUS; OR, 


Sigiſmar long refuſed to accompany them: 


he conjured the prieſts to liſten to his remon- 


ſtrances, he addreſſed the people, but all 


was in vain; the whole aſſembly remained 


motionleſs, and the prieſts reiterated the 
commands of Norbert. | 

I endeavoured to compoſe the generou: 
youth ; I obſerved to him that our trial would 


| be ſhort,. that a few hours would reſtore me 
to my long wiſhed freedom, and that what- 


ever was his fate, he muſt remember that we 
had both obeyed the voice of honour and 


of our country. 


Cariovaldas embraced us without lenk 
ing; he ſeemed calmer than he had been for 
ſeveral days: I again expreſſed my gratitude 
for the kindneſs with which he had treated 
me, during the time I had lived beneath his 
roof, and again recommended to him the 
care-of informing * of the events of 
the day. 


We arrived at the ſacred wood ; it was the 
5 firſt 
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frſt time I had entered it, and I was greatly 
agitated to perceive many of the trees decked 
with Roman ſhields and enſigns: the ſight 
awakened my indignation, and I forgot for 
a moment every other conſideration, but that 
of revenging the honour of my country. A 
vaſt multitude of people followed us into the 
wood, all without arms, and, to my great 
ſurpriſe, each man as he approached the 
conſecrated ſpot, ſuffered his hands to be 
bound by ſome of the aſliſtant prieſts ; this, 
I was informed, is the uſual cuſtom, and 
originates from the belief that they are in 
this place no longer maſters of themſelves, 
but under the immediate influence of the 
Divinity. The prieſts alone have es hands 


| at liberty. 


A milk white horſe was next brought forth, 
and after the bards had chanted the praiſes of 


the God of battle, he was ſacrificed on the 
| altar of that deity. 


Norbert, and his chief companions then took 


branches 
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branches of oak, and dipping them in the 
ſtream that paſſes near the altar of Odin, 
ſprinkled water on the armour of Sigiſmar; 
they delivered into our hands two ſwords of 
equal length, and bound on our left arms a 
ſhield painted with various colours. - As ſoon 
as we were armed, the ſignal was given for 
the attack, when Sigiſmar looking ſteadfaſtly 
on me, exclaimed, *©* Marcus! forgive me, 
and be aſſured I will not ſurvive you.” He 
then prepared with intrepidity for the com- 
bat, the prieſts encouraging and commanding 
him to contemplate the trophies of the 
Romans which his countrymen had ſuſpended 
in the conſetrated grove. This exhortation, 
J perceived, ſtartled him, and inſtead. of 
beginning the onſet, he ran to the oppoſite 
tree : I turned round to obſerve, and beheld 
him gazing with fixed attention, on a hel- 
mit which I ſoon knew to be the ſame I had 
worn when conducted from Teutoburgium 


by Cariovaldas. A golden wolf with Romulus 
and 
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and Remus, of remarkable workmanſhip, 
which, as you well remember, ornament 
me creſt, made it impoſſible to be miſtaken, 
«Sigiſmar,” ſaid I, do not conſider 
that helmet as a monument of my ſhame z_ 
W you know I meant not to ſurvive the de- 
W ftruction of our army, and would to heaven 
N it could be buried with me in the grave, that 
no doubt might remain of my conduct; but 
W yet, I truſt, my countrymen will not W 
che virtue of Marcus.“ 
is this your helmet?“ exclaimed Sigiſ- 
mar, with great emotion, my friend! my 
Wpreſerver! never let this weapon be raiſed 
againſt the wearer of that armour;” at the 


. of ame time he threw his ſword far from him, 
fite Wand continuing his diſcourſe Do you re- 
eld ember,” cried he a few days before the 
hel- Wattle of T eutoburgium, you commanded a 
had party of horſe that was ſent to protect your 
10m WW loragers? The inhabitants of the country, 
ulus ho had long complained of theſe grievances, 
and vor, I. K demanded 


* 


/ 
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_ "demanded aſſiſtance to oppoſe you: a ſkir- 
miſh enſued, in which the Germans, though 
ſuperior in number, were defeated. The 
combat laſted two hours; during that time 
many of our people were killed, others fled, 
and left their commander expoſed to the fur 
of the Romans: he defended himfelf long 
and declared he would not become your pri- 
ſoner; you were pleaſed with his condud, 
and. nobly gave him his life. That com- 
mander was Sigiſmar ; he preſerved the 
remembrance of your generoſity, and li 
mented that his leader from your ally became 
your enemy; he knows by the helmet, which 
you then wore, that it was Marcus to 
whom he owes the air he breathes, the 
honour he has ſince acquired. O Marcus! 
not Arminius himſelf could compel me t 
lift my arm againſt you : but Arminius 
too juſt ; he will revenge our cauſe ; he wil 


not ſuffer theſe lawleſs, theſe ſanguinarnii 


wretches to triumph in their cruelty.” 


Thi 
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. | Sigiſmar had flung on the ground: 
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The chief prieſts took up the ſword which 
they 
commanded- their inferior miniſters to bind 


us to the altar; and, declaring that the rites 


; were polluted, and that death alone could 
W cxpiate our crimes, gave orders for the 


execution of their ſummary decree. 
At that moment a noiſe was heard, which 
increaſing by degrees threw Norbert 'and his 


W companions into evident conſternation: in a 


few minutes we ſaw Cariovaldas approach, 
accompanied by two or three of the principal 
chiefs, and a conſiderable number of people 


in arms. ; 


He advanced majeſtically towards Norbert, 
ſeemed aſtoniſhed at ſeeing us bound to the 


W altar, and threatened him with immediate 
W defiruction if he did not inſtantly ſet us at 
liberty. The prieſts who ſurrounded Norbert 
were greatly alarmed, and even Norbert at 
firſt turned pale with terror; but in a moment 


recollecting himſelf, and appealing with en- 
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thuſtaſm to the people who accompanied 
Cariovaldas, he enjoined them, in the name 
of Odin, to throw down their weapons and 
6bey his miniſters. A general panic ſeized 
the aſſembly; the people obeyed, and ſom i 
6f the inferior prieſts, to whom Norbert had 


previouſly given the order to ſurround Cario- 


valdas, appeared from amidft the trees, and 
coming behind the venerable chief, who ſtool 


undiſmayed befide his timid attendants, ſtruck 
ſeveral of their lances into him: he fall 


calling on the other chiefs to defend his ſon 
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and Marcus. The horror of Sigiſmar at thi J 


event gave him ſtrength that ſeemed mote 
than mortal: he burſt aſunder the bands that 


reſtrained him, and taking up the firſt ſworllfl 


he found, flew to the defence of his dying 
father. - 
liberty, and ran to the afliſtance of my 
The action appeared fo atrocious td 


the chiefs who ſtood near Cariovaldas, tha 
they exhorted every one to reven ge his death, 
OE * 
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All was confuſion and diſmay, till at length 
Norbert, with many of his accomplices fell 
victims to the juſt reſentment of the popu- 
lace. We carried the expiring Cariovaldas 
to his habitation, where the tears, excla- 
mations, and outeries of Vercennis increaſed 
the horror of the ſcene. 


and The chief, calm and reſigned, looked on 
tool Sigiſmar and me with infinite affection: 
ruc a My children,” ſaid he, I die contented ; 
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fell have ſaved you, when I almoſt deſpaired 
s ſon of effecting it: with difficulty, and with 
t this . reiterated entreaties, till I feared it was too late, 


mot 1 prevailed on a few friends to accompany 
s that WW me to the wood. You have ſeen how they 
worl WF abandoned my cauſe; but heaven has inter- 
dying | poſed, and you are free. I have no fear that 


d mi cis action will be imputed to me as ſacrile- 


f sious; the Divinity cannot protect cruelty 
ous tand injuſtice: but had I been manfully ſe. 
„ tha conded, no blood would have been ſpilt. I 
death am ſorry for the death of Norbert and his 


Al Ky deluded 


134 MARCUS FLAMINIUS 3 OR, 


| deluded companions.—My children]! your 
duty calls you ſeparately to defend the cauſe 
of your country, but you will ever be friends; 
and may that eternal Providence, which 
equally watches over the Romans and the 
Germans, eſtabliſh peace and harmony 
between them!“ Do” 

He had not ſtrength to ſay more, and 
Toon after expired with an intrepidity worthy 
of his character. 

Sigiſmar is ſo abſorbed by ſorrow, that he 


has neither power to act nor think, and I fea i 


his grief will put an end to his exiſtence, 
The tumult till continues, and the ſurviving 
prieſts have either taken refuge in ſubtern- 
neous caverns or fled to diſtant foreſts. | 
can write no more, as every moment may be 


the laſt of Sigiſmar, 
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"FRET TEMFXY 


A VIOLENT fever ſucceeded the agitation 
of mind into which the various occurrences 
that preceded and accompanied the death of 
Cariovaldas plunged his unhappy ſon. He 
loved his father with unſpeakable tenderneſs 
and veneration ; and the impreſſion which 


him nearly a partaker of his fate. He 
is now in ſome meaſure recovered by the 
unremitting care of Vercennis ; and I have 
done every thing in my power, by my attend- 
ance and conſolation, to recall him to life 
and tranquillity, | 
The people, after the firſt vehemence of 
the tumult had ſubſided, were in the greateſt 
They re- 
proached 


conſternation at theſe events. 
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proached themſelves with having violated the 
| ſacred wood, and proceeded to ſearch all the 
neighbouring caverns for the prieſts who 
were eſcaped, in order to reinſtate them in 
their dignity, and obtain pardon for them- 
ſelves. Philocles, who had not ſhewn 
himſelf during the day appointed for. our 
in perſuading the people to ſhake off the 
yoke of ſervitude; by repreſenting to them 


the ſtate of freedom which they might obtain, 


fince fate had delivered them from the autho- 
rity of their moſt powerful chief, and-at the 
ſame time releaſed them from. ſacerdotal 
tyranny. He adviſed them to aſſert. their 
independency, and take advantage of the 
important ayocations in which Arminius and 
Segeſtes were engaged, to maintain themſelves 
in a ſituation which would ſoon render them 
ſuperior to all the attempts of deſpotiſm. 
They have- adopted his counſel with avidity, 
have driven away the few chiefs who would 
not 


combat, became afterwards peculiarly active 
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not conſent to their determination in favour 
of univerſal equality, and have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of their effects. Philocles is the 
lawgiver; and while he preaches liberty in 
their aſſemblies, he enjoys the excluſive ad- 
yantages of abſolute and unlimitted com- 
mand. | 54x e 

Sigiſmar, without aſſiſtance, and ſcarcely 
ſaved from impending death, has no power 
of ſtopping the progreſs of the rebellion: his 
fidelity to Arminius adds affliction to his 
other misfortunes, and his ſtate is truly 
deplorable. | 18575 

This morning he received a meſſage from 
his general, who informs him that the 
ſeditions* of the Roman army are appeaſed by 
the preſence of their leader, who has nobly 
refuſed the imperial dignity, which his ſol- 
diers deſired to confer on him; that our 
legions have marched into the enemy's 


Tacitus, Book 1. 
country; 
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country; that the Marſians * are in arms, and 
that Arminius has excited the Chattians + to 


Join them; that he has ſent his wife Thu. 


nelda7 to her father, to perſuade him to take 
an active part in the war, but has no great 


hopes of her ſucceſs, though the ſubjects of 


Segeſtes have entered warmly into his views, 


and may perhaps compel the e to 
concur with them. 1 
Arminius has commanded Sigiſmar to 
join him immediately with ſuch troops as he 
may have been able to collect, and the un- 
happy youth makes the laſt efforts to engage 
his countrymen to grant the ſupplies they had 


promiſed ; but to add to the reaſons which 


| already induce them to refuſe their aſſiſtance, 


they have received from other diſtricts ſo 
many accounts of the formidable valour of 
Germanicus, and of his repentant army, that 


Muarſians, the people near Amersfort. Cluverius. 
+ Chattians, Heſſians, &c. 


x The name of Thuſnelda, wife of Arminius, men- 
tioned by Strabo, 
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their minds are intimidated and the orders 
of Arminius neglected. The people are now 


more than ever convinced that their leader 


has little leiſure to attend to their rebel- 
lion, and the counſels of Philocles prevail 
without oppoſition. - | 

I am greatly afflicted to think of the bane. 
ful influence of this Grecian on the ſimple 
and uninformed minds of the Cheruſcans. 


The. predictions of Cariovaldas have been 


confirmed by his death; and I cannot ſuf 
ficiently expreſs my veneration for his me- 
mory : his enlightened patriotiſm, his per- 
ſpicacious and vigilant attention to every 
duty of a warrior and of a citizen, his un- 
ſhaken juſtice and intrepid magnanimity are. 
rarely met with, eyen in the moſt enlight- 
ened and civilized nations. The grief of 
Sigiſmar pierces me to the heart; and the 
image of Valerius, ever preſent to my me- 
mory, particularly ſince. I have heard the 
cxultation of Tiberius, torments me with 

: doubts 
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doubts and alarms: perhaps, like Cariovaldas, 
he may have fallen a ſacrifice to the treachery 
and hatred of a powerful enemy: how great 
is my impatience to rejoin our ſtandards ! 
Sigiſmar propoſes to make a viſit to Man- 
fred, and has promiſed that I ſhall accom- 
pany him; he flatters himſelf that he may 
obtain aſſiſtance from this friend of his 
father to reſtore tranquillity and obedience 
amongſt his countrymen, and compel them 
to furniſh the troops demanded by Ar- 
minius. He hopes to engage his general 
to permit my departure; but the un- 
certainty of theſe events overwhelms me 
with diſquietude. Sigiſmar is at/preſent too 
ill to attempt any thing. and his anxiety to 
acquit himfelf of his Ty" retards his re. 


covery. 


LE T- 


o 
N 
"£8 
y 
be: 
8 I 
% 
E 
4 
Pr 
E 
>> \ 
2 . 
2 
P 
: 
3 1 
3 8 
1 

7 
\ 

2 


. 
7 n 
2 
a 
205 

* 
= 
= 

1 
* * 
& 
53 
7 
* 
3 
4 

5 
2 
Z 
Mg 
= 
: 
1 © 
5 
g 
A 
; 
wa 
es 
. 
1 
* 
4 
v9 
= 


THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS 141 


LBTTHR- IN: cy 


THOUGH I have long. had: too much 
cauſe to ſuſpect that the miſchief done by 
Philocles was not unintentional, I am af 


flicted beyond expreſſion to find that he is 


the ſole author of all that has happened. 

The gentle and amiable Bertha, whom 1 
had ſcarcely ſeen ſince the arrival of Sigiſmar, 
has been to conlole Vercennis in the midſt 
of her ſorrows.” She tells me that Philocles 
was in council with the prieſts, in the conſe- 
crated wood, the ni ght before the ſacrifice, 
at which the ſingle combat between myſelf 


and Sigiſmar was to have taken place; that 


he afterwards came to her uncle, and that ſhe 
was not permitted to be preſent at their con- 
ference ; that ſhe was kept at home the fol- 
lowing day, and remained totally ignorant of 

what 
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what paſſed at the ſacred wood, till her uncle, 


at his return, informed her of the murder of 


Cariovaldas, and the cauſe which brought on 
that fatal event. Deeply affected at the 
dreadful relation, ſhe enquired into the cir- 
cumſtances, and found it was Philocles who 
had perſuaded Norbert to demand the per- 
"formance of a rite authorized by their 
cuſtoms, and to name for the combatants the 
ſon of Cariovaldas and myſelf. ** If the 


combat ſhould follow, ſaid he to the deluded 


Norbert, and Marcus gains the victory, 
you will have nothing more to fear from the 
power of your chief when he has loſt, by the 
death of his ſon, the influence he poſſeſſes 
over Arminius: if Sigiſmar has the advan- 
tage, you will be freed from an enemy in 
the perſon of Marcus, and you will caſt an 
indelible odium on the houſe of Cariovaldas 
by compelling them to violate the duties of 
hoſpitality ; but if, as is moſt probable, the 
haughty chief inrerpoſes, and uſes violence 
| Lo 
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to annul your decrees, you have the faireſt 


pretence to put an end to his uſurpation, and 
aſſert the rights of your miniſtry.” 
« Such,” continued Bertha, „was the 


advice of Philocles, and my uncle has ſince 


acknowledged, that he had long perceived 


him exerting his endeavours to exaſperate 


Norbert, and the other prieſts, againſt Cario- 
valdas; that he was himſelf ſeduced by the 
apparent zeal of the Grecian againſt thoſe 
whom he pointed out as enemies to the cauſe 


of religion, and that he really ſuppoſed 
Cariovaldas to be ſuch as he deſcribed him. 
The prieſts were therefore deceived, and their 


impious aſſaſſination has involved all our 


country in ſacrilegious guilt.” | 
This narrative of the lovely Bertha filled 
me with commiſeration for the Cheruſcans, 


and I ceaſe not to reproach myſelf for having 
been an agent in fixing the treacherous Phi- 
locles, the murderer of my protector, amongſt 
theſe unfortunate people. I was affected 
with 
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with the ſenſibility ſhewn by Bertha, whens 
ever ſhe ſpoke of the danger to which I had 
been expoſed, and though every reaſon for- 
| bids me to entertain a thought of forming a 
nearer connexion with this ingenuous and 
amiable maid, my eſteem and gratitude Cans 
not finiſh but with my life. 

Sigiſmar was charmed with her perſon and 
manners, and I obſerved that her preſence 
was ſome alleviation to his woes; but I am 
much alarmed for his health, his fever is 
returned with more violence than ever, in 
conſequence of the arrival of another meſſen- 
ger from Arminius, who# relates that Segeſtes 
has ſent ambaſſadors to Cæſar, and amongſt 
them his ſon, who formerly was diſtinguiſned 
with the ſacerdotal honours at the altar of 
the Ubians, but quitted the prieſthood when 
the war broke out in Germany, and deſerted 
to the rebels; that our general has received 
him with clemency, and liſtened favourably 


* Tacitus, Book 1. 
to 
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to the embaſſy of Segeſtes, who entreats his \ g 

aid to free him from the confinement in bi 

wich he is detained by his ſubjects, and to ji 

N prevent his being forced into a war againſt 1 

| | the Romans ; he adds that Mattium * has | þ 
| been burned, and the Marſians defeated by i} | 
W Ceci, | _ 1% b 
; | Vercennis, on hearing this intelligence, ll 1 
ran into the public place, which was crowded Ii | 1 
with people, and, in the moſt paſſionate jg : 
; terms, conjured- them to obey their leader, 1 bl; 
and aſſiſt the other Germans in freeing them« bl ; 
ſelves from the Roman yoke ; and then, as if "a | | 
inſpired by ſome ſuperior power, ſhe burſt 1 
forth in the following exclamation: f þ ! 
„ ſee, I ſee the haughty maſters of the | ö i 
ſouth fall proſtrate before the frozen nations * 
of the pole their ſumptuous palaces moulder i ' 
into duſt, their ruined temples, overgrown 4 1 
with moſs, become the habitations of the q Mi 
W ſcorpion and the ſerpent : their limbs have "8 | 

Vor. I. L tot 1 


* 
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Joſt the accuſtomed -vigour, and their heart whi 

no longer gladden at the ſound of the in. Wi em; 
ſpiring-trumpet ; their mighty empire falls; WW wh: 

it falls into neglect and oblivion, while the the 
valiant ſons of Teuto & extend their conqueſt; Mi - hea 
with unbounded ſway. The inhabitant ol may 
the ſoft and luxurious Heſperia yields the are! 
imperial crown to the native of ſnowy re- maje 
gions : the bird of Jove now | miniſters u Ron 
Odin; and no longer quenches his thirſt in tie ceſli 

ſtreams: of Tyber, but dips his conquering our 
wing in the Rhine and the Danube.” Shou 
She continued long in this enthuſiaſtic loſſu, 

ſtrain, which, however wild and abſurd i ariſe 
may appear to you, Septimius, as it does v part 

myſelf, yet gave me pain and anxiety. Ou Wi our 
pF liberty, that was once ſuppoſed to be found- but n 
4 ed on the moſt folid baſis, is indeed irrecove- Wi our p 
E rably loſt ; but our courage ſtill remains, and WF bitan 
: juſt 

Teuto, founder of the German empire; the peopl 

from him called Teutonics. Odin, their principal Dis * 
nity. . times 


While 
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while that remains; who can rob us of our 


empire ? How far degeneracy may ſpread 


W what prophet can determine ? I tremble at 
dhe very thought: Rome may fall-—let 
heaven avert the omen ! the imperial honours 
may have their ſeat in Germany: but what 
are imperial honours ? It is not the pomp of 
| majeſty that conſtitutes .the greatneſs of the 


Roman name: it is the uninterrupted ſuc- 


ceſſion of ages of virtue that has eſtabliſhed 
our dominion, and enlarged its limits: 


Should ever this great, this beauteous Co- 


loſſus fall, a thouſand petty kingdoms may 
ariſe from its ruins, and each, as it enjoys a 
part of our dominions, may acquire a part of 
our glory. Some may arrogate our titles, 
but none will imitate our virtues, or attain 
our power; unleſs, in future ages, the inha- 
bitants of ſome iſland, bleſſed with a love of 
juſt and mitigated liberty, ſhould form a 
government reſembling ours in the happier 
times of our republic, and with daring intre- 
L 2  pidity, 
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pidity, while they maintain at home the þ, 
vereignty of the laws, extend their conqueſ⸗ 
cover the ſea, as we have ſubjected the land, 


Secure, by their courage and maritime fitu, 


tion, from | jealous | neighbours, or lawl{ 


invaders, they may perfect the great art d 


navigation, and their triumphant fleets my 
s obtain equal honours with thoſe of our in 
mortal legions. $ 
Perhaps from this map you wu 
think, my dear Septimius, that Vercennis bw 


infected me with her prophetic ſpirit, | 


omitted telling you that her remonſtranm 
and exhortations were ineffectual; Philo 
turned all ſhe ſaid into ridicule, and the 
habitants of this place abſolutely refuſe i 


aſſiſt their commander. 
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LETTER XXII. 


AT length Sigiſmar is ſufficiently recovered 
to undertake his journey, and to-morrow we 
depart for the ſtates of Manfred. My friend 
has paſt the greateſt part of the evening over 
the grave of his father, and it was with 
difficulty I prevailed on him to leave the 
W awful ſpot. Cariovaldas is buried in the 
ſacred wood, near the place where he was fo 
traiterouſly aſſaſſinated. Sigiſmar ſtill ſup- 
poſes the prieſts to have been the ſole authors 
Jof his murder, and I dare not yet impart to 
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kim the information J received from Bertha: 
his juſt defire of revenging his father's death 
on the treacherous Philocles would expoſe 
him to certain deſtruction, at a time when 

"he? this 
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this artful Greek is ſurrounded by a people 
devoted to his counſels. Sigiſmar ſhall be 
informed of the fatal ſecret when he is 
ſafety, under the protection of his father; 
ined. | 

As I have reaſon to hope that my liberty 
will be granted me, my heart is elated, and! 
feel ſenſations of joy that have long bee 
ſtrangers to my boſom. I have reviſited the 
hills whence I ufed to look round with de- 
ſpair to the horizon that reminded me of 


countries inacceſſible to a wretched captive, 
J have returned to the vallies where, on the 


banks of the frozen rivulet, I often fat for 


hours, immerſed in ſolitary miſery. The 
_ proſpect is now cleared, and the only re: 


flection that clouds my preſent happineſs is 
the thought of owing my liberty to the cle- 
mency of a man, who betrayed the confidence 
of the unſuſpecting and unfortunate Varus, 


and whoſe implacable hatred is conſtantly 
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employed in raiſing enemies againſt the 


Romans, to whom he was allied by obliga- 
in WS tions and by treaties. 
en 1 am concerned that Bertha ſhould. re- 
71 : main amidſt her ſeditious countrymen ; but 
ry | her uncle is ſtill reſpected by the people, and 
d! | the vengeance of Arminius will not be long 
een delayed. : 1 
ts | Sigiſmar wiſhes that his mother would: 
de: accompany him to the dominions of Man- 
of | fred, but ſhe will not liſten to his entreaties, 
Ve, | and has complied with the requeſt of Bertha, 
the ö to accept of an aſylum at her uncle's. I do 
for 3 not mean to bid adieu to this engaging 
he maid, for I could not bear to be a witneſs of 
ie. che tears with which I fear ſhe will honour 
> it my departure. She merits the regard of a man 
le WY whoſe heart is free from other attachments; 
nee ſhe deſerves to be fortunate, and amongſt 
us, the ſufferings I have experienced, during my 
th WY {iay in this country, I have ſcarcely felt any 
red more poignant than what are occaſioned by 
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the reflection that I have, though uninten. 


tentionally, diſturbed that ſerenity which 
ſhould ever be the * of an and 
innocence, | 

The moon ſhines with unaccuſtomed 
brightneſs ; hope diffuſes a_charm over every 
object: my ſhield, my helmet, and all the 


arms I wore on the field of Teutoburgium, 


are once more in my poſſeſſion. The year 


of my captivity diſappear from my remem- 


brance ; but what may have happened to my 
friends during this interval of time ? Oh 
how my heart will beat when I approach the 
Roman camp! Alas! I am not yet al 
lowed to turn my ſteps that way: my imi« 
gination too eagerly anticipates what I hope; 
and many circumſtances may ſtill occur, tg 
prevent my . felicity. 


— 
4 
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LETTER XXIII. 


WE are arrived at the dwelling of Mans 


| fred, and Arminius is daily expected: a re- 


port prevails that Thuſnelda, with her father, 
has been takeri priſoner by the Romans; and 
that Arminius, more than ever enraged, is 
coming in perſon to excite the Cheruſcans 
to nf 7 wt, | 

Manfred received Sigiſmar with kindneſs, 
and ſeemed greatly affected at the death of 


| Cariovaldas. * That man,” ſaid he, point- 


ing to the ſlave whom he had formerly re- 
ceived in exchange for Philocles, has 


twice ſaved my life at the manifeſt hazard of 


his own ; once by expoſing himſelf to the 
fury of a wild boar, that was near deſtroying 
me; and a ſecond time, by plunging into the 

rapid 
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rapid ſtream, which you ſee before you, ta 
fnatch me from beneath its waves. Would 
to heaven that the Grecian had been as faith- 
ful to my friend ! I took but little notice of 
him during the time he remained with me: 
I found him concealed in a remote corner of 
the general's pavilion, when we pillaged the 
camp of the Romans: he kiſſed our hands, 
and begged his life in ſo abject a manner, 
that I thought he would be of ſmall utility in 
my family, I could not truſt him with the 
care of my flocks, leſt he ſhould ſuffer them 
to be devoured by the wolves ; and I only 
kept him in my ſervice, becauſe I difdained to 
ſhed the blood of ſo defenceleſs a being. | 
am now convinced of my miſtake, and ſhall, 
for the future, remember that the almoſt 
inviſible ſting of the adder may give a more 
dangerous wound than the tuſks of the 
mightieſt beaſt of prey. 1 recolle& that 
this Grecian endeavoured to infinuate himſelf 


into our favour, by leading us to the tents 
| where 


* 
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where the richeſt utenſils and furniture were 
to be found : but we deſpiſed his officiouſ- 
neſs, and were aſtoniſhed at the inſenſibility 
with which he looked on the dead bodies of 
thoſe who had been his companions and 
protectors. . 

I find that Manfred, as well as many other 
chiefs of the Cheruſcans, would be willing 
to obey their leader, and aſſiſt the Chattians 


againſt us, but the victory * of Cæcina over 


the Marſians, and the activity with which he 
flies from place to place, ſtriking terror 
wherever he appears, deter them from moving. 


The territory of the Bructerians alone divides 


this country from our victorious army, and 
theſe are ſo much affrighted at the impending 
ſtorm, that they talk of laying waſte their 
fields, and retiring to ſome diſtant region. 


* Tacitus, Book 1. The oration of Arminius imitated 
from Tacitus, 
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LETTER XXIV. 


ARMINIUS is here with a ſelect party of 


| his troops, having left the body of the allied 


army at a ſmall diſtance from this place; 
he was received with repeated acclamations, 


but he ſoon put an end to theſe demonſtra- 


tions of joy, by declaring his difpleafure 
at the unwillingneſs ſhewn by the Cheruſ- 


' cans to afliſt him in the war. His counte- 


nance, naturally open and animated, has 
acquired from reſentment an air of wildneſs 
and ferocity: his ſtature is even above the 
common height of his countrymen: his eyes 


are piercing, and his features rather expreſ- 


ſive than regular. He was ſcarce arrived 
when, enjoining ſilence by an authoritative 
wave of his hand, he addreſſed the multitude 

| in 
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in a ſpeech which ſeemed) the voice of indig- 


nation and revenge. He briefly" informed 


them of the captivity of his wife, and of 


what he called the perfidy of her father, 
demanding arms and warriors againſt Segeſtes, 
and againſt Cæſar. He ſpared no reproaches, 


ſpoke with contempt of our government and 


of our legions; depreciated our ſucceſſes, 
and ſcornfully ſaid, that our mighty empe- 
ror, adorned with the enſigns of command, 


and ſeconded by a great and powerful army, 


had no other victory to boaſt than the 


enſlaving a defencleſs woman; while himſelf 


had ſeen three legions, and as many generals 
fall before him; that he never made war 
by treachery, or againſt women ; but openly 
and againſt warriors, armed for battle. He 
bad the Cheruſcans enter their ſacred groves, 


and ſee the Roman enſigns which he had 


dedicated to the Gods of their native 


5 country. 


Let Segeſtes, continued he, become 


a willing 
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a- willing ſlave, and bow beneath the * obe 
which he has impoſed on himſelf; let him 
reſtore his ſon to the Roman prieſthood, from 
which the youth had fled, excited by a tranſient 
ſtart of patriotiſm ; but let not the Germans 
ever forgive the man whoſe treaſon introduced 
between the Rhine and Albis *, the rods, 
the axes, and the gown. To other nations 
the Roman government is happily yet un. 
known, their puniſhments are unfelt, tbeit 
tributes unlevied; they have no traitors like 
Segeſtes. But ſince you have courageoufl) 
repelled this bold intruſion; ſince Auguſtus, 
whom his countrymen have deified, and 
Tiberius, ſince crowned with dignity and- 
, empire, have in vain. attempted to ruin and 
enſlave the hardy Germans, : ſhall. they: fear 
an inexperienced youth and a ſeditious army? 


The river Elbe. It is ſcarcely, poſſible to avoid ſome 
mixture of ancient and modern names; where the dit- 
ference is very inconſiderable, the modern termination 


is adopted, as far the: Rhine, &c. 
No; 


* 


TRE LIFE Or THE ROMANS. 15% 
No; if they prefer their parents, their relations, 
and their ancient rites, to haughty maſters, 
and -new coloniſts, they will rather fol- 
low Arminius, who has ever led them to fame 
and liberty, than Segeſtes, who would plunge 
them in the baſeſt and moſt ignominious 
ſervitude.” | 
The ſpeech of Arminius, and the-manner 
in which it was uttered,' had the deſired 
effect: they claſhed on their ſhields with 
their drawn ſwords, which is always their 


ſignal of approbation for-war: The fury 
was ſo eagerly caught, and ſpread ſo inſtan- 
taneouſly, that Sigiſmar feared for my ſafety, 
and would have conveyed me to ſome place 
| of refuge; but my indignation was raiſed by 
the boaſtful words of Arrninius, and had 
certain death been before me, I could not 
have reſiſted the ſatisfaction of telling him 


1 how much he wronged our country. I made 
Un my way through the crowd, and drawing 


near the chief, Great leader of the Che- 
ruſcans, 
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| was left covered with wounds on the field of 2 
Teutoburgium: he admires your valour re 
but he condemtis your injuſtice ; you fought ſx 
too long and too bravely in our ranks, not to * 
know and acknowledge our courage. When ha 
have the Romans conquered by ' deceit or int 
treachery pe | - anc 
Arminius looked at me — aftonifiinzent af 
perhaps he recollected my features; he pauſed has 
for a minute, and then replied. wil 
fn Young Roman ! your temerity def the 
either death or liberty ; the firſt is contrary ſha] 
to my inclination, the ſecond I would grant 8 
if Thuſnelda were not a captive.” „„ exp 
Be aſſured, Septimius, that though | bo 
come hither in the full perſuaſion that [ re 
ſhould obtain my liberty; though I long teſt; 
more ardently than ever to rejoin our army, Cari 
I was pleaſed to find that I ſhould not be bs 
indebted to Arminius for ſo great an any the F 
gation. Sigiſmar, notwithſtanding ny Vo 


entreaties 


2 


1E LIFE or Tur ROMANS. 1 
entreaties to the contrary, has done every. 
thing in his power to induce the chief to 
reſtore me to my country, but Arminius has 
ſworn to be inexorable, till he has ſatiated 
his revenge, or recovered his Thuſnelda. He 
has commanded Manfred to conduct me 
into the mountainous part of his territories, 
and afterwards join the combined army by 
| 2 ſhort though difficult paſſage : this order 
has not diſcouraged me ; I truſt our legions 
will ſoon break through all that oppoſes 
their conqueſts, arid I am perſuaded that I 
ſhall not long remain a priſoner. 
SW Sigiſmar, who is to accompany the prince, 
| expreſſes the utmoſt regret at our ſeparation t: 
be has a heart ſuſceptible of every kind 
| and every noble impreſſion: Arminius has 
teſtified a juſt reſentment for the death of 
Cariovaldas, and the rebellion of the diſtrict; 
| but his thoughts are wholly taken up by 
the Romans. | 5 


Vor. L M | To- 
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Tomorrow he purſues his march through 


the other parts of the Cheruſcan dominions, 


| and has named an early day for the meeting 


of the different chiefs on the plain where his 
army is encamped. His vigilance, activity, 


and preſence of mind, are worthy admiration; 


and he is perhaps one of the braveſt adver. 
ſaries that ever met our legions in the field, 
Superior in this to other leaders who hae 
oppoſed our arms, becauſe he does not, 
like them, withſtand the growing power df 


Rome; but the whole force of our empire in 


its moſt powerful ſtate ; yet, not all hi 
bravery, norall his patriotiſm can juſtify the 
deceit to which he owes his firſt advantage 
Stratagems, though my ſoul diſdains them 
may be excuſable and even lawful againſt: 
declared enemy, and in the midſt of actual 
war; but to undermine the greatneſs of 1 
nation with whom you are at peace, to wer 
| -: oi of friendſhip till a favourable oppor 
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ty is © 
duct, from whatever motive it may proceed 5 
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LETTER XA. 


Ir was not a vain preſage that aſſured mel 
ſhould foon rejoin our legions, and owe my 
liberty to no mean obligation. O Septimius 
I now write to you in the midſt of a Roman 
camp, ſurrounded by my countrymen and 
fellow ſoldiers ; I have heard the glad tidings 
that Valerius, that Septimius ſtil] lives ; you 
will receive my letters; I ſhall read the 
aſſurances of your friendſhip : my joy 1s 
beyond all expreſſion ; let me endeavour to 
recollect what has von ſince my la 
letter. 

After the departure of Arminius and Sigif- 
mar, the laſt. of whom ſeemed overwhelmed 
with grief when he bade me farewell, Man- 


fred collected about two thouſand ſoldiers and 
began 
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began his march towards the confines of the 
Bructerians, this being the ſhorteſt way to 
reach the mountains, where Arminius meant 
he ſhould leave me in confinement at no 
great diſtance from the place where the body 
of the army is encamped. Manfred was not 
a little diſconcerted when he ſaw clouds of 
ſmoke aſcending to the ſkies from the burning 
habitations of the Bructerians®, and foon 
W after a great number of the inhabitants flying 
in diſorder from a party of Roman horſe. 


o retire appeared difficult, and not knowing 


the ſtrength of our forces, he heſitated in 
what manner he ſhould act: the flying 
Bructerians related that a conſiderable body 
of our troops had entered their territories, 
while they were themſelves laying them 
waſte, that their poſſeſſions might not fall 
into the hands of the enemy; that they had 
been defeated with conſiderable ſlaughter, 


My. and 
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and that the ſurvivors fought their * in 


flight. E- | ; A 
In the mean time the 1 increaſed, 


ad the country ſeemed one continued fire: 
the ſoldiers of Manfred took the alarm, and 
conjured their leader to return by the way 


he came: he endeavoured without effect to 
maintain order among them, but the confuſion 
became general, and the darkneſs occaſioned 


by immenſe clouds of ſmoke driven towards 


us by an impetuous wind from a grove which 
was on fire to the northward of our party, 
afforded me an opportunity of eſcape, which 
I delayed not to improve. I precipitately 
ruſhed into the grove unobſerved by my 
conductors, and ſoon found myſelf in the 
midſt of the trees. The ſcorching heat of the 
air, and the thickneſs of the ſmoke, made 
it difficult to advance; I ſtopped for an 
inſtant to conſider how I ſhould proceed, and 
by the light of the flames perceived at 4 


{mall diſtance, between the branches, ſome- 
thing 


* 


3 


© 


were 
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thing that ſhone with unuſual ſplendour. 
1 imagined that it might be the eagle“ of 
the nineteenth legion, which I had heard 
was in the poſſeſſion of the Bructerians: I 
made my way towards the place, and found 
a little amphitheatre of trees, in the centre 
of which, on the trunk of an oak taller than 
the reſt, was faſtened the enſign ſo ſacred 
to every Roman ſoldier. I took it down, 
and embraced it with tears of joy; but the 

difficulty now was, to find again the direct 

road which I had quitted in ſearch of the 
eagle: it was impoſſible to return by the 
fame way I came, for the flames had already 
communicated from one branch to another, and 
rendered this paſſage impracticable. In the 
mean while I perceived the other ſide of the 
wood had caught fire from the falling ſparks: I 
knew that no time was to be loſt, and forced 


* Tacitus, Book 1. 
Bructerians, uncertain where they inhabited, thei lands 
were 55 of the Hercian foreſt. 
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my paſſage through the thicket, though my 


clothes and hands were conſiderably ſcorched, 
till at length I found myſelf clear of all 
further annoyance from the fire, and with 
an open view of the country, carrying off the 


eagle unhurt. 


I had ſcarce time to thank Providence for 
the unſpeakable ſatisfaction I experienced 


when I met a party of Roman ſoldiers, and 
nothing can equal their ſurpriſe at ſeeing me 
iſſue from the flaming wood, with the ſtandard 


of a legion in my hand. I ſmiled at their 


aſtoniſhment, and, relating as ſuccinctly as [ 


could the manner'of my eſcape, eriquired the 
name of their commander: they told me it 
was Lucius Stertinius“, ſent by Cæſar to 
make an inroad on the lands of the Bructerians, 
and they conducted me immediately to his 
1 . | 

I cannot deſcribe, Septimius, my ſenfa- 


7 Tacitus, Book 2. 


tions 


Vo 


ſo) 
pr! 


THE LIFE OFT THE ROMANS, 169 


tions during the ſhort interval between my 
meeting theſe ſoldiers and arriving at the 
pavilion of Stertinius: the perturbation of 
mind, the agitation of joy, tenderneſs, 
hope, and anxious curioſity lent wings to 
my ſteps, and frequently I was obliged to ſtop 
for my companion. Stertinius, whom I 
only knew by reputation, received me with 
that pleaſure which is always felt by a brave 
officer at the ſight of a fellow ſoldier whom 
he had counted for loſt. He knows Valerius, 
and informs me that he is ſtill at Rome, and 
conſtant in his attendance at the ſenate; 
that be neither oppoſed nor aſſiſted Tiberius 
in his ill diſſembled though ſucceſsful endea- 
vours to place himſelf at the head of public 
affairs; but that he is one of the few ſenators 
who, with unremitting diligence and intrepid 
conſtancy, oppoſe every encroachment of 
ſovereign power, and vindicate the remaining 
privileges of the people. All this you know, 

+ 
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my friend, therefore 1 need not repeat what 


he related to me. 
Iam happy to find, that ial Tiberiu 


cannot internally be pleaſed with the ſteady | 


conduct of Valerius, fo oppoſite to that of 
many of his'rank who have ſued for {lavery, 
yet knowing he has no treaſon to fear from 
him, but on the contrary ſupport and aſſiſt. 
ance, while he obſerves what he has pro- 


miſed to the people of Rome, he courts his 


eſteem, and takes every opportunity to con- 
vince him that he ſets a higher value on his 
independent principles, than on the mean 
adulation of the greater number of the ſena- 
tors. I have little -confidence in Tiberius, 
but I think his intereſt is concerned 1 in main- 
taing an appearai'ce of equity. 

It appears that Stertinius has no "perſonal 
knowledge of the family of my Aurelia, nor 
could he give me any other information con- 
cerning you than The r of your being 

: alive. 
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Tomorrow we hope to | Join the 
of Germanicus, when all my 
anxiety will, I flatter myſelf, have an 
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How vain are our ideas, Septimius! how 
eaſily do we imagine that we can inſpire 
others with our ſentiments in the ſame degree 
as we feel them ourſelves ! The man of ſenſi. 
bility who is about to take leave of this 
world, and of thoſe who have made it dear 


to him, paſſes his laſt moments in ſolicitude 
for their welfare, and in conſoling them for 
his loſs. He expires: a few tears are perhaps 
ſhed over his urn, and his connexions return 
to the common duties of life, to the ſchemes 
of ambition, to the allùrements of pleaſure, 


or ſeek new friendſhips to drive from their 


mind the importunate memory of what they 
have loſt. Mankind will ever prefer hopes 
of the future to regret for the paſt; and he 
5; who 


{e1 


ot] 


who in the order of nature muſt expect to be 
forgotten, has no more right to complain, 
than he has to be diſſatisfied that the expiring 
year ſhould give place to the new one. 


Pardon me, Septimius, if I addreſs theſe 


reflections to you: I will not, I cannot 


believe you have driven from your heart the 


image of your friend ; but I thought it had 
been deeply engraven in another breaſt, from 
which I learn it was effaced almoſt as ſoon as 
I was ſuppoſed to be no more. 

Scarcely had we this morning began our 


march, when we were met by the good, the 


reſpectable Czcina®, the friend of my father 
and of Valerius; Czcina, whom forty years 
of diſtinguiſhed ſervice have rendered dear 
to every individual of the republic. He was 
ſent by Germanicus to explore the woods and 
defiles, left any ambuſh of the enemy ſhould 
impede the legions on their march ; and to 


Cæcina, for his ha and Fe ſce Tacitus and 
other authors. . 


build 
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build bridges, and raiſe cauſeways over the 
ſwamps and moraſſes, through which out 
troops have occaſion to paſs on their way to 
Teutoburgium. This place the piety of 
Ceſar is defirous of viſiting, that he may 
pay the laſt duties to the memory of Varu 
and his ſoldiers, and fatisfy the wiſhes of 
his army, not only moved with compaſſion 
for their loſt relations and friends, but for 
the chance of war and the general lot of 
mankind. = . 
Tears flowed down the venerable cheeks 
of the warrior as I approached ; he recollected 
my features, and embracing me with a 
tranſport of affection that excited my warmeſt 
acknowledgments, told me you were at 
Rome, and confirmed the information which 
I had received from Stertinius, relative to 
my uncle. But when I enquired after Au- 
relia, he avoided making any direct anſwer, 
only ſaying that he believed ſhe was in 
perfect health. Accuſtomed to reſpect in 
: hum 


bim the ſeverity of the ancient Roman diſ- 
cipline, I did not dare to repeat immediately 
a queſtion. of this nature, and was obliged to 
relate all that had paſſed during my confine- 
eit. and to receive his repeated congratu- 
lations on the recovery of the eagle, before I 
could find an opportunity of introducing again 
a ſubject ſo interreſting to myſelf. 
« You are rnneceſfarily anxious,” ſaid he, 
to enquire the deſtiny of Aurelia; a few 
months after Varus was defeated, ſhe married 
Cornelius  Dolabella, whom you may re- 
member, and will ſee in the army of Ger- 
manicus, He is a young man of merit, and 


through the whole of the campaign. Aurelia 
is at Rome, and not leſs celebrated for her 
wit than perſonal accompliſhments ſhe is 
the intimate friend of Livia *, the wife of 
42 - Druſus, 

3 Livia, called by ſome hiſtorians Livilla, to diſtinguiſh 


her from the empreſs Livia :. ſhe was the daughter of 


tive 
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has diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his bravery 


Druſus and Antonia, firſt married to Caius Cæſar, adop- 
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Druſus, a connexion which, were ſhe my 
daughter, I ſhould by no means approve, 
The moments of her life fly rapidly, while 
youth and pleaſure, ſtrew the path with 
flowers. I am rarely in her preſence, for 
5 my rough and antiquated manners would 
make a ſtrange contraſt to thoſe of the bril. 
liant circle that conſtantly attends a reigning 
beauty.” 5 | 

I made no reply to Cæcina's reflection: 
my heart was too full, You know, Septimius, 
that Dolabella * and myſelf had long been 
rivals, and that the preference given to me 

by the parents of Aurelia was, in a great 
- meaſure, owing to her influence, which ſhe 
confirmed by ſo many demonſtrations of 
tenderneſs, by ſo many vows and promiſes, 
that I ſuppoſed her conſtancy would ever 


tive ſon of Auguſtus ; after his death to Druſus, ſon of 
Tiberius, and at length to Sejanus. Tacitus, &c. 


* Dolabella, a noble family in Rome, branch of the 
Cornelii, mentioned by Tacitus, and all hiſtorians. 


1e main 


femain ünſhaken. Shall I now confeſs the 
weakneſs of my fears? I thought myſelf ſo 
truly, ſo” fondly loved by Aurelia, that I 
feared her grief for my loſs would prey on 
her health, and perhaps put an end to her 
exiſtence. If ever my imagination admitted 


the perſuaſion of her friends, to form an 
union with another, I. ſuppoſed obedience 
alone would have directed her choice, and 
made the ſacrifice complete. The graces, 
the amiable qualities of Dolabella, would, I 
conceived, have been a bar to his happineſs : 


allowed to appear in her preſence— Oh! 
Septimius, did you know how her image has 
deen fixed in my mind, you would not blame 


her in my letters, when my thoughts were 
wholly dedicated to her; I felt more than I 
could expreſs:—it is paſt, and I muſt rather 
blame myſelf than her. What right had I 
Vat. . N to 
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the idea of her being induced by time, and 


the rival of Marcus, thought I, will never be 


my indignation! I often forbore to mention 
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prove myſelf no unworthy | citizen of the 


happy Dolabella crowned with fame. He 
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to expect ſhe ſhould be faithful to the dead? bet 
'T withed her happy, and ſhe is ſo; yet, me- inf 
thinks, a few ſhort months could not efface mat 
from her remembrance the moſt conſtant, the Mai 
moſt ardent of lovers. Pardon me, Septi. Oh 
mius, I ſhould reflect that nothing is ſo irk. diſc] 


ſome, even to the ear of a friend, as tales of WW my « 
love in which he is not himſelf concerned. reſur 


Duty calls upon me to ſhake off this baneful ende 
paſſion, and my only ſtudy henceforth muſt 
be, to retrieve the hours loſt in captivity, and Wi velt e 


republic. witne 

We thought to join this evening the army as I a 
of our- general, but the badneſs of the roads immo 
has made our march more tedious than Ster- Valeri 
tinius had expected. We hope to come up 
with Cæſar tomorrow morning on the field 
of Teutoburgium there I ſhall meet the 


deſerves it: I always knew him brave and 
generous, and Iwill not ſay Iſhould have been 
better 
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better pleaſed if he had acquired his honours 


in ſome other province rather than in Ger- 
many, where the ill-fated, the forgotten 
Marcus was ſo long an inglorious captive. 
Oh! had I then known what this day has 
diſcloſed, what muſt have been- my rage 
my deſperation ! Thank heaven I can now 
reſume a ſoldier's duty: the war is not 
ended: Arminius, with greater forces than 
ever, prepares to meet us; a plenteous har- 
veſt of laurels is ſtill to reap ; and either they 
ſhall ſtrew my grave on theſe fields, already 
witneſſes of my actions, or bind my temples 
as I aſcend the capitol, to return thanks to 
immortal Jove for having ſtill preſerved 
Valerius and my friend. 
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— 


LETTER XxvII. 


THIS day, Septimius, has been the moſt 


affecting of my whole life; I have no incli- 
nation to ſleep, and as the meſſenger, dil. 


patched by Germanicus with his letters to 


Rome, is to depart at day break, I cannot 


forbear to relate what has paſſed ſince I con- 


cluded my epiſtle of yeſterday. 

We began our march by moonlight, and, 
ſoon after the ſun was riſen, arrived at the 
fatal valley, the melancholy aſpect of which 
awakened in the mind of every ſoldier a mix- 
ture of horror and indignation. 

On one ſide appeared the wide-extended 
ruins of the camp of Varus, and on the other 
the woods of the barbarians : in the midſt, 


Tacitus, Book 1. gel 
5 ys eld; 
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geld, white with the bones of our unburied 
legions ; ſome in heaps, as they had fallen 
faithful to their duty ; others ſcattered where 
confuſion and deſpair had ſeparated them 
from their ranks. Amongſt them lay the 
fragments of weapons, and the remains of 
| horſes confounded with thoſe of their un- 
fortunate maſters. The remembrance of the 
friends and fellow-ſoldiers, whoſe perils I 
had ſhared, and whoſe ſociety had once 
made me happy, overwhelmed me with the 
moſt poignant grief ; the time which had 
elapſed ſince my departure from Teutobur- 
gium ſeemed loſt in the preſent ſcene; and my 
imagination tranſported me to the day before 
the engagement. I ſaw Varus adorned with 
all the dignity of command, ſurrounded by 
a number of young patricians, whoſe/counte- 
N nances, animated by hope and ambition, 
added ſplendor to the brilliant appearance of 
cur cavalry ; three legions, compoſed of the 
hardieſt youths of Rome, whoſe diſcipline and 

* valour 
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army thronged around me, and I confels, 
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valour promiſed victory in the moſt arduous 


enterprizes, all ſwept at once from the face 
of day; and I, the only ſurvivor, their com. 
panion and their friend, now wandering over 
a dreary ſpace, where, at every ſtep, I tram 
pled on the bones of ſome fellow-ſoldier, 


with whom, methought, I had paſſed the 


former evening in confident diſcourſe, or 
thoughtleſs merriment! I was rouſed from 
theſe mournful images by the ſound of 
Czſar's trumpets, and his army ſoon ap- 
peared at the entrance of the valley. The 


chief alighted from his horſe, and all the 


officers followed his example; a general 
filence enſued, and a more awful ſcene cannot 


be imagined. The troops remained long in 


mute and reverential contemplation of the 
dead : our cohorts then advanced, and Sterti- 
nius preſented me to the general, who, after 
the firſt moment of ſurpriſe, received me 
with the tenderneſs of a brother. The whole 


uy 
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my dear Septimius, my heart, at that inſtant, 
wanted the teſtimonies of regard which I ex- 
perienced. . c 

Germanicus led me round the field, and 
made me point out to him the place where 
the legates * fell, where Varus received the 
firſt wound, and where he transfixed his own 
boſom with his ſword. He enquired where 
the barbarians took poſſeſſion of our eagles: 
[ pointed to a mountain of bones whoſe 
owners had fallen in their defence, and Ster- 
tinius advancing, preſented to him the ſtand- 
ard of the nineteenth legion, relating to him 
in what manner 1 had ſnatched it from the 
flaming wood. At that inſtant a general 
ſhout from the whole army repaid me for all 
my ſufferings, and Germanicus embraced me 
with ſuch an expreſſion of joy, with ſuch 
repeated congratulations, as could only ſpring 


j 


, Legates, lieutenant- generals; who acted under the 
orders of the commander in chief, and were his coun- 
ſellors ; their perſons were held facred. 


 N4 from 
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from a heart conſcious of its own worth, and 
generouſly elevated with the praiſes of ano. 
ther. He next contemplated the wood 
Where we ſtill found the altars, at which the 
tribunes, and principal centurions, had been 
ſacrificed. Germanicus, from the report of 
the captives, ſent back by Arminius to in- 
form Auguſtus of our defeat, had more 
knowledge than myſelf of the horrid circum« 
ſtances which followed the victory of the 
German leader. Humanity recoils at the 
relation, and with increaſing gratitude I thank 
Heaven that ſaved me from the ſhame of 
_ owing my liberty to the inſulting - murderer 
of my countrymen. - The cruelties committed 
on the inferior priſoners: ſeem incompatible 
with his magnanimity and courage, no leſs 
than the unworthy treatment of the breathleſs 
remains of our general, which his expiring 
ſoldiers had in vain endeavoured to ſecure, 
by haſty funeral rites, from the inſatiable 
revenge of a barbarous enemy. Os 


The 
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The reſentment of the army was beyond 
conception, and each man, as if he mourned 
a friend, or brother, without being able to 


diſtinguiſh from the reſt the bones of thoſe 
who had been dear to him, aſſiſted to form 
one grave, in which, with decent pomp, we 


buried the remains of our fellow-citizens and 
ſoldiers. A monument of turf was erected 


over them, and Germanicus paid a grateful 


tribute to the memory of the dead, by ſharing 
the ſentiments and labour of his troops : he 
brought the firſt materials for raifing the 


fepulchral mound, and when it was com- 


pleted, having pronounced thrice the — 
farewell, thus purſued : | 

Brave ſoldiers! who have Serin your 
lives to the honour and defence of the Ro- 
man name, we ſhall follow you, whenever 
nature, or the cauſe of our country demands 
it. May this hoſtile earth, of which your va- 
Jour has taken poſſeſſion, lie light upon yor ; 
and may our arms for ever drive the enemy 
from 
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from a place which your remains have conſe. 

The muſic of the legions then ſounded an 
animated march, and leaving the field of 
T eutoburgium, we arrived at an open plain, 
where we encamp for this evening: tomor- 


row it is the intention of our leader to purſue 
Arminius, who is not very remote from out 


army. 
Germanicus, with whom I am to live in 


the ſame manner as I did with Varus, no 


ſooner ſaw the tents pitched, than he afſem- 
bled the ſoldiers, and publicly returning me 
thanks for the recovery of the eagle, con- 
ferred on me the moſt diſtinguiſhed military 
rewards. Ile then invited the legates, ſome 
of the tribunes, and many of the young pa- 
tricians whom I had known at Rome, to ſup 
in his pavilion: amongſt whom I found 


Cornelius Dolabella. He felicitated me on 


my return with viſible embarraſſment, and 
rather avoided joining in the converſation, 


which 


for 

hap 
frier 
ceiv 


miu 
ſelf 
ing 
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which was ſupported by Germanicus with 
an eaſe and vivacity beyond deſcription, and 
can only be compared to what our fathers 
have told of the manners of the no leſs amia« 
ble than heroic author of the Cæſarian 
greatneſs. He treats me with diſtinguiſhed 
kindneſs, and expreſſes the higheſt eſteem - 
for Valerius: he has likewiſe made me 
happy by an aſſurance, that the actions of my 
friend have juſtified the opinion I had con- 
ceived of him. With what pleaſure, Septi- 
mius, did I liſten to your praiſes ! I feel my- 
ſelf reſtored to far more than life by receive 
ing information of thoſe who are dear to 
me. Would I could forget Aurelia 
I write to Valerius, and ſhould he be ab- 
ſent from Rome when the meſſenger arrives, 


you will take care that my letter is imme- 
diately conveyed to him. I encloſe one for 
Philo, the freedman of my father, and beg | 
you will aſſiſt him in the conduct of my 
affairs. How long haye I driven from my 
remem- 
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remembrance. every | conſideration. of that 

nature! How many wants has luxury in- 

vented | Four days ſince, a ſimple habit ſuf. 

ficient to ſhield me from the inclemencies of 

- the weather, and arms to defend me againſt 

any ſudden attack, were all the property ! 
found it neceſſary to poſſeſs. Now every 
moment produces a new want: variety of 
_ apparel, ſlaves to attend and-importune me, 
furniture for my tent, horſes and capariſons 
to adorn them, carriages to tranſport theſe 
effects, and a thouſand other inconveniences 

of poliſhed life. Theſe are, probably, now 
in the hands of Arminius, or his Cheruſcans, 
who little conceive that objects, which they 
deſpiſe, are again become indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to me. The queſtor furniſhes me 
once more with theſe trappings of civilization; 
but it will be long before I can be accuſtomed 
to the oppreſſive grandeur of being ſerved by 
men leſs active than myſelf, and far leſs ca- 

pable of enduring fatigue and hardſhip. 

| „ 


1 
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Cæſar has given me the choice whether 1 


will continue with him in Germany, or re- 


turn to viſit my friends at Rome : you will 
readily believe that, notwithſtanding my im- 


patience to ſee you, and to aſſure Valerius of 


my filial attachment, I prefer ſtaying with 


the legions, till a deciſive victory permits me 


to be reſtored with honour to my country. 
Farewell Septimius! with what joy ſhall I 
behold the return of the meſſenger ! 
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MARCUS FLAMINIUS ; ORs 


_ 


"LETTER ;XXVEL. 


AS the event of yeſterday has compelled 
Cæſar to diſpatch another meſſenger to 
Tiberius, I will not omit informing you of 
our proceedings, 

After cloſing my laſt letter I threw myſelf 
on my couch, but a thouſand images, rapidly 
ſucceeding each other, drove ſleep far from 
me and when day appeared I received a 
meſſage from Cæſar to attend him in his 
tent. | 1 . . 

I found him alone, holding in his hand 
a {mall portrait“ which I immediately recol- 
lected: I fear my thoughts were too vitible 


o 


Cicero in his letters to Atticus, Ovid, Virgil, &c. 


iN 


6. 
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in my countenance. Germanicus ſmiled and 
giving it to me, Vou have undoubtedly,” 
{aid he, been informed by Czcina of the 
marriage of Dolabella which took place ſome 
time after it was imagined you were no more. 
Not long fince, when we took Segeſtes and 
his daughter priſoners, we recovered a great 
part of the booty carried off by Arminius 
from Teutoburgium. I gave orders it ſhould 
be expoſed in the Forum, that in caſe any of 
our officers or ſoldiers recogniſed what had 
belonged to. their relations or friends, they 
might have an opportunity to prevent it 
from falling into the hands of ſtrangers: 
Amongſt the reſt this portrait, ornamented 
with jewels, excited the curiofity of the 
whole army: moſt of our young officers 
were ſtruck with its reſemblance to the 
beauteous Aurelia, and not a few purchaſers 
offered themſelves. Dolabella happened at that 
moment to be abſent, as I had ſent him with 
a few horſe to eſcort the priſoners ; I there- 

5 fore 
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fore took the portrait and at his return deli: 
vered it to him. He was peculiarly thankful, 
and informed me, that as you were engaged 
to Aurelia when you departed for Germany, 
it had probably belonged to you: on exa- 
ming the jewels we found 1 a and 
hers united.” 

* Laſt night, after the company retired; 
Dolabella brought it to me, and requeſted 
me to aſk you if it had once been yours; in 
that caſe he wiſhed to reſtore the jewels, but 
retain the portrait of his wife, which, he 
ſaid, could not with er remain in any 
other hands.” _ = ON. 

O Septimius! the moment in which this 
image of Aurelia had been given me, the 
tears that accompanied the gift, the thouſand 
thouſand times I had regretted its loſs, all 
ruſhed into my memory, and it was long 
before I could reply. At length I informed 
Germanicus, that on receiving this from 
Aurelia, I had promiſed death alone ſhould 

make 


— 
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make me part with it. I declared to him 
my intention that the jewels, with which I 
had ornamented it when in my poſſeſſion, 
ſhould be given into the common treaſury of 
the legions, and that I would deſtroy the 
cyphers, to which I confeſſed I had no longer 
| any pretenſion; but that the portrait I nei- 
| ther could, nor would relinquiſh, though I 
would give my honour to Dolabella that it 
ſhould never be feen in my hands. | 
Germanicus expoſtulated with me on the 
impropriety of exciting the jealouſy of a 
man of merit and delicacy, but his arguments 
were of no avail: I deſtroyed the cyphers in 
his preſence, not without ſome agitation, 
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and went to deliver the jewels into the trea- 
ſury. Dolabella, whom I met as I came out 
of the Quæſtor's pavilion, accoſted me coldly : 
ſtopped him, and, acknowledging my 
thanks for the meſſage I had received, re- 
peated the reaſons I had given to Cæſar for 


not reſtoring the portrait of Aurelia. He 
Vor, I. O reſented 


* 
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Gated this refuſal rather warmly, and [ 


could ſcarcely repreſs my emotion. Antzy 


with Sergius Sulpitius interpoſed, and Ger. 
manicus, who appeared about the fame 
time, having taken Dolabella aſide for a fey 


minutes, returned and affured me that he 


confided in my honour. It was however 


eaſy to perceive that he was not DIY 


ſatisfied. 
While we were thus engaged, the officer, 
ſent by our general to obſerve the motions 
the enemy, came back with intelligence thi 
Arminius“, at the head of a ſmall party d 
ſoldiers, was retiring with precipitation intothe 
woods. Germanicus immediately commanded 


out the horſe to follow; I obtained his per: 


miſſion to accompany them, and we ſoot 
came up with Arminius, who fled till k 


had drawn us into difficult and fallaciouf 


ground. He then ordered his Cheruſcans t 


= 


* Tacitus, Book 1. 
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ind, 
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Rand, and a deſperate ſkirmiſh enſued, which 
ſcemed to incline to our advantage, when, 
on a ſudden, the leader of the Germans gave 
the ſignal for a conſiderable number of his 
people, whom he had placed in ambuſh in 
the neighbouring woods, to ſurround us on 
all ſides. Our ſoldiers knew not which way 


to turn; they were driven by the enemy into 


marſhes, or wilds, of which they were 
ignorant, and - conſequently incapable of 
extricating themſelves. I uſed every effort 
to. recall them to their duty, rallied them 
thrice, . and muſt acknowledge that I was 
greatly aſſiſted by. the. valour and preſence 
of mind which Dolabella diſplayed on this 
occaſion. At length we were left with a 
few hundreds expoſed to the whole force of 
Arminius. The ſubſidiary cohorts, who 
were ſent to our aſſiſtance, caught the panic 
from the flying horſe, who, more terrified 
by the danger of being loſt in rivers or 
moraſſes, than alarmed at the multitude of 

Oy - „ 
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the enemy, ſhamefully deſerted us. Our 
ſituation, which had been perilous from the 
commencement of the engagement, became 
now deſperate, and our only proſpect was 
to ſell our lives as dear as poſſible. Dolabella 
fought bravely by my ſide, but without 

exchanging a word ; till at length, to our | 
great ſatisfaction we ſaw a cloud of duſt ariſe 
at a diſtance, and ſoon found it was occaſioned 
by Germanicus who brought his legions to 
our ſuccour. Hope now ſmiled again, and 
our men began to recover their uſual ardor; 
but while I was encouraging them to perſevere, 
[ loſt ſight of Dolabella, and a moment after 
perceived him on the ground with a Marſian 
directing a ſpear to his boſom. I imme- 
diately flew to his aſſiſtance, but was very 
near arriving too late : I plunged my ſword 
under the arm of the Marſian, at the inſtant 
he was about to ſtrike the mortal blow, and 
he fell breathleſs from his horſe : two others 


who were near him attacked me, and I re- 
ceived 


is 
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ceived a light wound in my arm. Dolabella 
was unhurt ; his fall had been occaſioned by 
the death'of his horſe, I gave him mine, and 
took that of the Marſian; the legions be- 
haved well, but the confuſion had been too 
great to allow us a complete victory. The 
Germans retreated, and our troops retired 
in good order. | 
This morning I received the civic crown“ 
for having ſaved the life of Dolabella, who 
has expreſſed his grateful acknowledgment in 
the moſt affectionate manner: his thanks are 


certainly unneceſſary, and I am aſhamed of 


the applauſes that re-echo through the ranks 
for ſuch a common event. 

The ſeaſon is ſo far advanced, and the 
climate ſo rigorous, that no more can 
be done at preſent ; tomorrow we begin 
our match towards the river AmiſiaFÞ, and 
Germanicus will embark with his legions in 


* Aulus Gellius, Pliny, &c. - 
+ The Emſe. 
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the ſame ſhips which brought them. Partof 
the horſeare to direct their courſe by the ſea 
coaſt towards the Rhine, and Cæcina leads 
his troops, which conſiſt of four legions, over 
the marſhes, by the narrow cauſeway for- 
merly raiſed by Lucius Domitius. 

As I accompany the general, it is probable 
I ſhall have no opportunity of writing to you 
again before we arrive at our winter quarters; 
there I hope to receive your letters, and im- 
patiently long to read the information they 
may contain. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


* a 


AFTER a' tedious voyage“, we arrived 
yeſterday at the place of our deſtination. 
Germanicus ſent Vitellius, with the ſecond 
and fourteenth legion, part of the way round 
by land, that our ſhips might not be too 
heavily laden in the moſt dangerous part of 
our navigation. The weather was very 
tempeſtuous before we entered the mouth of | 
the Viſurgis : here we took on board the 
legions, which had proceeded through the 
marſhes with the utmoſt difficulty and dan- 
ger, but the fight of their general made them 
amends for every fatigue and labour. 

We found Czcina and his army arrived a 


Tacitus, Book 1. 
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few days before us. You will read the pub. 


lic accounts of the victory obtained by this | 


experienced commander, after almoſt incre. 
dible hardſhips, and the moſt deſperate con- 
flict. He has gained immortal honour, and 
miraculouſly ſaved the traops committed to 
his care, The report of his being attacked, 


and ſurrounded by the forces of Arminius, 


and a large body of Germans coming to 


ravage the Gallic territories, had made ſuch 


an impreſſion on the ſoldiers who were left 
to guard our winter quarters, that they 
formed the infamous reſolution of deſtroying 
the bridge over the Rhine, to prevent at once 
the retreat of our army, and the invaſion of 


the barbarians. Agrippina *, with a ſpirit 


worthy the grand-daughter of Auguſtus, and 
the wife of Germanicus, took on herſelf the 
duty of a commander in chief, and prevented 
their deſign. She ſtood at the foot of the 


+ Daughter of Marcus Agrippa and Julia. 
bridge, 
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bridge, and received the victorious Cæcina 
and his legions with accumulated thanks and 
praiſes, diſtributing clothes to the needy, and 
medicines to the wounded. She is nearly as 
much adored by the army as Germanicus 


| himſelf; her greatneſs of mind is beyond 


expreſſion ;- and much I fear her virtues and 


| loftineſs of ſpirit may become obnoxious to 


the emperor, whoſe frequent letters to his 
adoptive ſon are always written in a ſtile 
that plainly manifeſts the jealouſy he has 
conceived from his ſucceſſes. Nothing, 
however, can be more unexceptionable than 
the conduct of Germanicus towards Tiberius : 
he takes every opportunity of ſetting his 


actions in the faireſt light, and directing the 


love of his ſoldiers to their emperor. This 
morning he has viſited the wounded, and 
enquired particularly into the behaviour of 
each individual, extolled his courage, con- 
ſoled him with hopes of future victories, and 


with the conſciouſneſs of preſent glory. 
The 
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The Gauls have offered arms, recruits; horſes, 
and tribute: Cæſar accepts the arms and 


horſes; but beſtows rewards on the ſoldiers 


out of his private fortune. 
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CET Tak x22; 


WITH what joy have I received your 
letter, my dear Septimius! How can I ever 
ſufficiently thank you for your friendly reſo- 
Jution of paſſing the winter with me | How 
impatiently I wait your arrival! This letter 
will meet you on the road, and aſſure you of 
my gratitude. Your engagements with 
Druſus, and the neceſſity of your joining the 
Illyrian army early in the ſpring, are the only 
circumſtances that give me pain; but theſe 
increaſe my obligation. I hoped to have 
received, by the ſame meſſenger, a letter from 
Valerius, but the information you give me of 
his abſence from Rome, and of his being at 
his villa near Baiæ, accounts for his ſilence. 
You have raiſed my curioſity concerning his 


lovely 


A 
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lovely daughter, who was not more than 


twelve years of age when I left the capital: 
I did not then even ſee her, as, from her 
_ earlieſt childhood, ſhe had been under the 
tuition of her mother Sempronia, whoſe 


health did not allow her to leave the ſoſt 
climate of Campania, You ſay, that ſince the 


death of Sempronia, her daughter has been 
"not only the companion, but the confidential 


friend of her father: happy Valeria | how 


often have I wiſhed for ſuch a bleſling ! 

 _ Germanicus has received letters from his 
ſiſter Livia : ſhe informs. him that Aurelia 
fainted when the heard of my being yet 
alive: it ſeems this intelligence was given 
her in a numerous company. Dolabella has 
aſked Cæſar's leave to depart for Rome, 
with the promiſe of returning in the ſpring, 
but our general is: obliged to refuſe his re- 
queſt, having given orders that no officer 
_ ſhall abſent himſelf from the army except 


on duty, as his intentions are to commence 
the 


the mi 
the ho 
ſtroke. 


poſſibl 


readin 


Cæcir 
the vel 
manne 
ſeas. 
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ſhall r 
embar 


and ſh 
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the military operations earlier than uſual in 
the hopes of finiſhing the war by a deciſive 
ſtroke. To this effect he collects all the forces 
poſſible, orders a conſiderable fleet to be in 
| readineſs, and has ſent Silius, Antæus, and 
Cæcina, to preſide over the conſtruction of 
the veſſels, which are to be built in a peculiar 
manner, to reſiſt the violence of the northern 
ſeas. Dolabella is to inform the Batavians * 
of the general's determination, that his ſhips 
ſhall rendezvous in their iſlands. We are to 
embark as ſoon as the wintry gales are over, 
and ſhall thus be in the heart of Germany 
long before it would be poſſible to penetrate 


4 


there by land, conſidering the ſhortneſs of 
the ſummers, the length of time neceſſarily 


conſumed in marches, rendered more difficult 


by the nature of the ſoil, and the pertinacious 


activity of its inhabitants ; not to mention 


the delay occaſioned by the quantity of bag- 


*The Dutch. Tacitus. 
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206 MARCUS FLAMINIUS ; on; 
gage that attends our army, which will noy 
| be eaſily tranſported by ſea without retarding 
the operations. Such is the plan of our 
; general, who ſees with pain that Tiberius 
makes a pretence of the troubles in the eaſt, 
to recall him from legions which are ſo fin- 
cerely attached to him, and ſeeks to rob him 
of the conqueſts which his prudence, bravery, 
and former ſucceſſes enſure him in a future 
N campaign: all therefore conſpires to increaſe 
his impatience for the termination of the 
war. ” 
I am not ſurpriſed at the emperor's con- 
duct. Profound diſſimulation, and malicious 
_ envy, form the baſis of his character, and 
who could be a more natural obje& of his 
fears than Germanicus, a man whoſe virtue 
becomes a fatire on his adoptive father? 
Notwithſtanding the pains taken by our 
leader to diſcourage all ſtrictures on the 
proceedings of Tiberius, the general ſenti- 
ments are but too manifeſt. I hear every 
day 


THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS, 207 


day murmurs and reproaches ; and the moſt 


odious meaſures, invented by an unjuſt and 


illiberal ſyſtem of politics, are ſuppoſed to 
be the ſtudy and employment of Tiberius. 


What is the ferocious cruelty of Arminius 
in the field, when compared to the compli- 
cated guilt which the cool and ſedentary 
ſtateſman plans and prepares for execution in 
the cloſet ? 


However, Septimius, though I open my 


heart to you on matters of ſuch importance, I 
invariably diſcountenance converſations of 
this kind in my preſence. I reſpect, in 
Tiberius, the majeſty of the Roman empire; 


and conſider that our duty conſiſts in with- 


ſtanding the corruption and encroachments 
of power, not in juſtifying its exceſſes by 
ſeditious diſcourſes. 


We are told that Arminius is making 
immenſe preparations. How often do I 
think of Sigiſmar ! With what infinite con- 
cern do I reflect that he is our enemy ! In 
| the 
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the ſkirmiſh between our cavalry and their 
forces, my eyes ſought for him in vain, 
nor have I been able to gain the leaſt intelli- 
gence relative to him, though I have not 
been wanting in making every enquiry. _ 
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LETTER XXXIF. 


How ſwiftly fly the moments in friendly 
and congenial intercourſe! Your preſence, 
Septimius, cheriſhed in me every pleaſing ſen- 
timent, and my attachment to you, being 
mellowed into the moſt ſettled eſteem, is no 
longer merely the affection of youth, often 
founded on a caſual conformity of purſuits, 
and liable to be blaſted by every extraneous 
| accident, | Though our years have been few, 
the trials I have experienced and the unin- 
terrupted regard which you retained for me, 
even when you ſuppoſed me unconſcious of 


all human events, have cemented our friend- 


ſhip beyond the power of fate; and never 


* The hiſtorical part of this letter from Tacitus 
Book 2. 
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didI more want the conſolation which you 


alone can beſtow. I in vain hope for news 
of Valerius; the meſſenger whom I dif. 
patched, while you were with me, 1s now 
returned without giving me the ſmalleſt in- 
telligence: the report fo induſtriouſly 
ſpread by Tiberius, that from his villa at 
Baiæ he croſſed the country to Brunduſium, 
and there embarked for Greece, ſeems to me 
highly improbable ; though ſeveral letters 
from that fea port confirm the account, and 
declare that he was ſeen by many of the prine 
cipal citizens. Had this been true, would 
not the meſſenger have diſcovered in what 
ſhip he ſailed? to what port his courſe was 
directed? A ſenator, whoſe birth and abi- 
lities have made him ſo conſpicuous cannot 
caſily be concealed, and how contrary to his 
character is ſo myſterious a conduct! I have 
notwithſtanding ſent letters for him, directed 
to the care of the perſon with whom it is 
ſaid he relided, while he waited for a fa- 

vourable 
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himſelf with ſix legions but the ſudden and 
violent rains prevented Silius from doing any 
thing more than carrying off an inconſiderable 


_—_ 

— 4 
= RE 
x - — — 


booty, and a few priſoners, amongſt whom 
are the wife and daughter of the prince of 
the Cattians. Neither had Czfar an opportu- 
nity of acting, for we found that the beſiegers 
had fled at the news of his approach; but 
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vourable wind. Still T retain ſome hope: 1 
either I will ſpend my life in wandering over | we | 
the earth in ſearch of him, or I will diſcover - „ 
the retreat that hides the guardian and pro- i 1 { 
tector of my youth. 7 1 
| Soon after your departure for Illyria, while q ö | 
our veſſels were preparing, Cæſar ordered TY 
the legate Silius to make an itiroad on the 1 
territories of the Cattians, and hearing the 9 | | | 
Roman caſtle, which commands the river \v all 
Luppia*, was beſieged, he went thither N 
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before their flight they had thrown down the 


ancient altar raiſed to the memory of Druſus. 


 Germanicus replaced it, and celebrated with 


the legions funeral games in honour of his 
father: you will receive a deſcription of 


them, and will learn that I was ſo fortunate 


as to gain ſeveral prizes, for which our leader 


likewiſe contended with many of the princi- | 


pal officers. | 

He raiſed various new mounds and forti- 
fications in that part of the country, and as 
ſoon as the fleet was in readineſs we em- 


barked on the canal which bears the name of | 


Druſus*. Our chief, who never omits an 


* Youngeſt ſon of the Empreſs Livia, celebrated for 
his conqueſts, the name of Germanicus granted to him 
and his family after his death, which happened during 


his ſucceſsful expedition at the age of thirty. For his 
character ſee Vell. Pat. Tacitus, &c. The canal of 


Druſus, between Arnheim and Doeſburg in Gelderland, 
eight miles between Iſelvort and Doeſburg. Teilelgat 
or Tivelſtroom. Ainſworth, Cluverius. 


oppor: 
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opportunity of honouring the memory of his 
father, facrificed to his manes on the deck of 
the prætorian galley, and; entreated that he 
would aſſiſt him by his example, and the 
remembrance of his counſels, in the ſame 
enterpriſe which formerly ſpread his fame to 
the moſt diſtant regions. 

Hence we proceeded on our voyage throu gh 
the northern ocean, a navigation long un- 
attempted by. our - countrymen. Druſus, 
whoſe early death can never be ſufficiently 
deplored by the Roman people, whom in 
all probability he would have reſtored to 
their ancient freedom, was the firſt of our 
warriors that ever dared theſe boiſterous ſeas 
and unknown coaſts : his fon with rapture 
contemplated the billows,. which recalled to 
his feeling heart the image of his father. 

« Marcus,” ſaid he to me, ** behold the 
awfull ſwell and verdant colouring of theſe 
waves, how much more ſublime they ap- 
pear than thoſe we ſee from Miſenum or 

3 | Ravenna 


214 MARCUS PLAMINIUS; OR, 


Ravenna * |! Theſe are a more laſting and more 
ſplendid trophy to the memory of my father, 
than Parian marble or Corinthian braſs, 
When Egypt's Pyramids ſhall be levelled 
with the plain, on which they now rear 
their lofty heads; when the fallen ruins of 
temples, circuſſes, and obeliſks, ſhall raiſe 
the valleys to the furface of the hills ; when 
Romans ſhall be confounded with Barbarians, 
and our ſlaves become our maſters ; ftill: 
ſhall theſe waves in unchanged majeſty reſiſ 
the ſhock of earthquakes and the revolution 
of empires; till ſhall they bear teſtimony 
to the intrepidity of him, who for the love 
of his country firſt courted their terrors and 
ſubdued their fury. Let Socrates deſcant, 
and Zeno hy down maxims of ftoiciſm; 
this is the only ſchool for true magnanimity, 


Miſenum and Ravenna were the two principal ſta- 
tions of the Roman fleet. The waves of the ocean 
are much more green than thoſe of the Mediterra- 


forti- 
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fortitude, and vigilance. Where can we 
better learn the inſtability of human affairs, 
the ſudden turns of fortune, the neceſſity of 
unremitting diligence, of active induſtry, of 
exact diſcipline, and unſhaken preſence of 
mind? Where can we ſooner be convinced 
of the advantages of union; ſubordindtion, 
and a firm reliance on the immortal Ruler of 
the univerſe ?*? 1 | 

la ſuch converſations we paſſed the time 
on board our galley : the winds were favour- 
able to our wiſhes, and, after the happieſt 


— 


navigation, we arrived at the mouth of the 


river Amiſia. 


Germanicus here leaves his fleet, and we 


thall proceed up the country with all poſſible 
celerity. Farewell, Septimius. 
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= 


LETTER XXXIs. 


1 WILL not fatigue you, my friend, with 
the detail of our march from the borders of 
the river Amiſia, to the place whence I now 
addreſs you. Weare encamped on the banks 
of the ViſurgisF, which alone divides us from 
the forces of Arminius. His brother Fla- 
vius is in our army. He has long fought 
under the Roman enſigns with unſhaken 
fidelity and is a man of intrepid courage, 
approved honeſty, and plain underſtanding : 


he has neither the talents nor ambition of his 


brother, but has been ever found an uſeful 
ally. This morning Arminius appeared on 


* For the interview between Flavius and his brother, 
See Tacitus Book 2. 
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the oppoſite ſhore of the river, and deſired 2 


conference with Flavius. Germanicus, ob- 
ſerving that the Cheruſcan leader removed 


his guards, 4 our archers to retire 


from the banks and granted the conference 
requeſted. Many of our officers went from 
curioſity to ſee the German commander and 
to hear the diſcourſe of the two brothers and 
I accompanied them in hopes of meeting, 
or learning ſome account of Sigiſmar; but in 
this I was diſappointed. 

Arminius ſaluted his brother, whom 15 
had not ſeen for many years. Flavius had in 
this interval loſt an eye while in the ſervice 
of Tiberius: this circumſtance attracted the 
notice of the Cheruſcan chief, who enquired 
what compenſation he had obtained for this 


misfortune: Flavius informed him of the 


collar, crowns, and other military honours, 
beſides an increaſe of pay which had been | 


granted him. His brother heard him with 
contempt, named them the badges of 
ſlavery, 
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5 flavery, and afked him how he could prefer 
being the mercenary of a tyrant, .to the 
honourable ſtation of commanding a people 
| who fought for their liberty. Flavius ſeemed 
little moved by theſe reproaches, and ſpoke | 
highly of the greatneſs of Rome, and the 
clemency of Tiberius towards the wife and 
child of Arminius, who were treated at 
Ravenna, the place aſſigned for their habita- 
tion, with all the reſpe& and attention he 
could himſelf have defired for them. This, 
far from appeafing the enraged chief, added 
fewel to his anger: he reproached his bro- 
ther for ſerving againſt his country and rela- 
tions ; and Flavius, in return, expoſtulated 
with him for having deceived the confidence 
of Varus, and diſturbed the peace of Ger- 
„ | 
Liberty,“ ſaid he, © is the pretence 
with which you conceal your ambition; you 
can neither brook a maſter nor an equal; it 
is you, and not the Romans who deſtroy the 
FD Cheruſcans: 
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Cheruſcans : had you faithfully obſerved the 
ſacred treaties into which our nation entered 
with this powerful republic, you would have 
maintained your country in peace and inde- 
pendance, and have always found a generous 
and potent ally, ready to defend you againſt 
your rival neighbours. I am no traitor; I 
have never changed my principles, and one 
day the Cheruſcans will know that the man 
who breaks his word with his enemies, can 
never be true to his friends.” | 
Arminius replied to this by bitter invectives 
againſt the Romans. Flavius loſt all pa- 
tience, and called for his horte and armour, 
notwithſtanding the river was between them, 
while their fury, regardleſs of all obſtacles, 
would have made them plunge into the 
ſtream to decide the quarrel by the ſword, 
if Stertinius had not interpoſed to prevent ſo 
impious a combat. | 
Our whole army was ſhocked at what 
| | had 
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had paſt, and a horror for civil diſcord 


was viſible on every countenance. Germa. 


nicus did not fail to ſeize the opportunity 
of giving them an inſtructive leſſon: Be- 
hold,“ ſaid he to the numbers who were 


gathered round him, „ behold what an 


odium the want of unanimity caſts on the 


braveſt and moſt ſhining characters Sedi- 


tious principles, and the love of change, 
have blaſted all the laurels of Arminius; 
and even Flavius, whoſe faith and perſe- 
verance in the cauſe of juſtice, deſerve the 
higheſt encomiums, is engaged, though 
not by his own fault, to bear arms againſt 
his country, and cannot ſincerely enjoy the 
triumphs which he aſſiſts in gaining. The cloſer 
have been the ties, the greater is the animoſity 
when they are broken: may Heaven avert 


ſuch crimes from the ſons of Romulus! and 


may a glorious victory ſoon. reſtore peace and 
tranquillity to this deluded country 1” 
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LETTER XXXII.* 


THIS morning, Septimius, our whole army 
paſſed the Viſurgis. The horſe forded the 
river in different places to divert the enemy, 
and protect the paſſage of the legions. Our 
Batavian allies, whoſe hardy intrepidity can- 
| not ſufficiently be admired, expoſed them- 
ſelves rather too raſhly : they fell into one of 
the uſual ſnares of the Cheruſcans : many of 
their principal nobility. periſhed, the reſt were 
ſaved by their own valour, and by the aſſiſtance 
of our cavalry, under the command of Emilius | 


and Sternius 


„ 


* Viſit of the camp, &c. Tacitus, Book 2. Th e de- 
ſcription of a Roman camp is to be found in Polybius, 
&c. The Augurale was a ſort of chapel. A ſeſtertius 
worth 13d. ; a ſeſtertium, or great ſeſterce, 8/. 1s. 51d. 
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A deſerter from Arminius informed us that 
the united forces of various nations of Ger- 
many were aſſembled in the wood ſacred to 
Hercules, and that it was the intention of the 
leader to make this night an attack on our 
camp. The intelligence of their numbers 
and vicinity has been confirmed by the fight 
of their fires, and the report of thoſe who 
have been ſent to make diſcoveries. Ger- 
manicus has taken every neceſſary precau- 
tion : as ſoon as it was dark he led me afide, 
and obſerved to me, that a general engagement 
was, undoubtedly at hand, and that he was 
anxious to. know what were the real thoughts 
of his ſoldiers on the occaſion. The tri- 
bunes and centurions,” faid he, always de- 
clare that their men are in excellent ſpirits, 
and eager to engage. I miſtruſt the ſervility 
of my freedmen, and the partiality of my 
friends: if I call a council, whatever is pro- 
poſed by two or three will be adopted by the 
_ reſt, The only way to be aſſured of the true 
. ſentiments 


him. 
To avoid being obſerved by the centinels 
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a ns of the army, is to mix in the 
crowd, and hear what they ſay i in their tents, 


when the table is“ ſpread, and the tongue 
utters the language of the heart. Let us 
throw over our habits an ordinary mantle, 


and, 3 diſguiſed, take our walk round the 


camp.“ 


« Many chiefs,” anſwered I, would bare 
made me ſuch a propoſal unregarded z; 1 


would not have choſen to be the witneſs of 


their mortification; but Germanicus has no- 


thing to fear, and I will gladly accompany 


23 


in leaving the pretorium, we went out at the 


augurial door, and firſt directed our ſteps 


towards the tents of the allies. We found 


every thing in good order, and heard them 


talk of the rewards they expected from the 
generolity of Cæſar, and the advantages they 
ſhould reap from the humiliation of their 


neighbours. 


We 


We 
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We next entered the center of the camp by 


the Via Quintana, apd approached. near. tg 
many of the Roman tents that were open, 


reſounded with the praites of Germanicus : 
amongſt the xeſt there was one at which the 
converſation was peculiarly animated: it 
was amidſt the ranks of the Haſtati: the 
gaiety of youth appeared on every counter 
nance: ** To morrow” ſaid one of thele, 


to morrow I ſhall ſee a battle: Germanicus 


ſhall be convinced that, whatever our fathers 
may ſay, the race is not degenerate,” 
* Do you think,” anſwered another, that 


Scipio Africanus ever fought better than our 


Cæſar? and why ſhould net we follow his 
example? was there ever a general Who 
threw the javelin, or whirled the diſeus, ox 
led the Pyrrhic dance like Germanicus ? A 


- 


thouſand times I have tried in yain to imitate 


his agility ; he is our leader in all things. 


Julius was unqueſtionably a great warrior, 
Yor. I. Q- but 


= 457. 
T7 


e « 
wo Ax A = . 40402 =, Cr ol. at. 8 oo 2 * 
. = 7 Þ 22 - 8 * : — * 2 5 — m 
Fa nn G 9 #55285 3 IS — — * — © 0 — ? 
= gy oe ens ga Ca - — — - 2 nb Rh es, oo Og. AO ES — —e— — — ct — — S 
. OO nn EE cat NETS — — — ——— — —ů— - — : 
Y — - » 2 . — —-— —— — — 2 — — . ———— * — * 7 © \ 
— — by 4 * . _ 122 — — 2 1 2 — I OS — * 0 Nn by 1 
2 8 — — 1 * — - — 0 Saf 5 —— x — — — — — 
> — 5 — — — ne— — X >_> n 
— — — x 1 —f 1 4 Fa — ph * 3 — — — — — 9 * 
- 8 4 — * * 2 _ — - 2 <= = \ = 2 — r — r — 
2 * — = 4 < Sm 2 p => 2 = = — = 5 „ — = : 2 * d 
= > — - —— > — = 1 — — = — - 33 — — II 
- n 1 * = \ \ 1 b - = — <> mare . — — — — — 1 
p 2 a. 2 


ant 


1 — ROSIE = 


4 — — — 8 22 — me" — . wm w———— — — - — Rp. — 
1 — my = . IR. — 5 © I Bret a : . PAR II 5 Wd — — * . — . = 
2 =_ 2 —— — — 2 5 — A — = 4 AA + 4 "PST, - 1 9 2 > * — 
1 ai * , - 3 . * 7 2 Nee Re 4 we tia ren 
r i 4 . G : . Pay LE we it N "Y 8 r TRE . — 8 
N * a . 2 n \ 2 - OX 4 ak — — - Wo = 4 5 > — . 
„„ „ na: 4c = — SEG | i RY AO ES FA 
Lv — 1 5 — SD 3 —— je” * 2 . 222 " Irene Get Zn I — tag ee — — kg T — $2" Sgt 
222 * 52 D — 8 s — 8 2 2 * * — — — — 2 8 —— * N Nr 7 o 2 £ 
p a — i 3 — — „ _ © WF r AE J 2 8 + 
2 2 . B - - — . 8 4 N 333 7 b. \ 
Wy 
—— 


8 — 
IIS — 
——— 2 — ů* . —— 


n E 
g : 2 — 2 
„ — — — * 
p 


* * 
8 — 
5 — << 9 $ 
ri wh. — — — — 
** OS 
" 
"a b » 
— AED oe in - 
— 
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but I wauld fight any man who ſhould date 
to ſay he excelled our commander.” 
Germanicus then took me by the arm: 
« Let us away,” ſaid he, for I ought un- 
doubtedly ta contradict this ſoldier.” 
= "BEE then examined the tents'of the Prin- 
cipes, and were highly pleaſed with the ala- 
crity viſible amongſt theſe warriors, who, in 
the vigour of years, unite experience to 
| ſtrength and activity; the firſt tent we found 
open was filled with a numerous company 
ho were drinking the health of their general. 
It would be an eternal ſhame,” ſaid one 
of them ſetting down the bow], if we did 
not ſhew ourſelves to be Romans, when we 
have ſuch an example of valour and magna- 
nimity in our chief : he is foremoſt in every 


danger, and bears fatigue and difficulties as 


if he had never been accuſtomed to a life of 
eaſe and ſplendour. I had rather ſhare the 
perils of Germanicus than follow the tri- 


umphal car of any other commander : it is 
ſaid, 


faid, 


Rom 


ready 


ſever: 


Armi 
ſhewi 
to rey 
Who 
hono1 
of the 

« ] 


me?” 
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faid, he might have returned laſt year to 
Rome, and it is certain a triumph has al- 
ready been decreed him, but I honour his per- 
ſeverance, and long for to morrow. Surely 
Arminius will give us an opportunity of 
ſhewing that we deteſt his perfidy, and burn 
to revenge the death of our fellow-ſoldiers. 
Who would regret his life when he ſees what 
honours Germanicus has paid to the memory 
of the legions that fell with Varus?“ | 

% Did you ever hear of his generoſity to 
me?“ exclaimed a young man who was 
writing in the corner of the tent; the wife, 
to whom I am addreſſing theſe lines, whom 
[ love more than my life, and almoſt equally 
with my duty, is a preſent of Germanicus. 
In the firſt battle we fought in this country, 
he obſerved I was ſo careleſs of my ſafety. 
that I ſeemed to invite the enemy's ſword : 
he chid my temerity, and I frankly owned to 
him that I was tired of my exiſtence. * My 
poverty* ſaid I, will not allow me to ob- 


. tain 
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' _ tain the conſent of Martius, to whoſe 


daughter I have been long attached ; he de- 


_ elares that, unleſs I can prove myſelf poſſeſt 


of twenty thouſand ſeſtertii, ſhe is not for 
me, and I have no more ſkill in pillaging 
than pretenſions to the favours of fortune: 


would you believe the ſequel? Next morning 
the general ſent for me to his tent, and 


giving me twenty thouſagd ſeſtertii, * Here, 
faid he, Caius Libo, receive this ſum, and 
with it the conſent of Martius. I hope for 
the future you will take more care of your 


Ife, not only for the love of the republic, 
but likewiſe for that of Martia.“ Oh, I will 
now guard my life, but only that I may ſhed 


my blood drop by drop in the ſervice of 
Germanicus and my country.” 
The chief was affected, and walked haſtily 
forward to the tents of the Triarii: ve 
found theſe hardy veterans burniſhing their 


armour, and ſharpening their ſwords. It 
we fight tomorrow, as J hope,” ſaid one of 
| | them, 


them 
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them, © it will be the fifteenth battle I ſhall 
have ſeen, and never had I better omens of 
ſucceſs. I am not devoted to young generals, 
but ours has only the graces and activity of 
youth : he has all the wiſdbm and prudence 
of the matureſt warriors : I ſerved long under 
his father, the renowned Druſus, but I think 
his ſon is no way inferior to him. Did you 
obſerve with what vigilant attention he di- 
rected our paſſage of the river?” 

« Servil jus,” replied one of his companions, 
have often told you that he knows the 
life and actions of every individual in his 
army: he could give you a more diſtinct 
account than myſelf of the battle, or ſiege, 
where I got each of theſe wounds. In the 
beginning of the winter, while I was confined 
with thoſe I received, when Cecina was 
attacked by the Germans, he came to viſit 
me, fat down beſide my couch, aſked me if 
I wanted aſſiſtance, and taking up my ſhield, 
"NL Q 3 : which 
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which I had neglected to remove when he 


entered, he counted the fragments of wea. 
pons that remained in it. Craftinus,” 
ſaid he, this ſhield is more honourable 
than the ſtation in which I am placed: my 
friend, attend carefully to your preſervation, 
ſuch men as you ſupport the reputation of 
our fathers, and excite the emulation of 


their ſons.“ 
** How exemplary is his conduct!“ inter. 


rupted a third, he is not infected with the 


notions of the times: he aſcribes his ſuc- 
ceſſes to the protection of Heaven and to 


the bravery of his troops: his modeſty is 


equal to his valour; his friends are choſen 
among the moſt virtuous, and the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed characters: not a ſycophant, 
not a paraſite is to be ſeen in his company. 
Was there ever ſuch a father, ſuch a huſ- 


band? Tomorrow he will ſee how well he 


is beloved.“ 


Hence 
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Hence we entered the middle way, and 
inſpected the pavilions of the cavalry. Mi- 
litary ardor was viſible in the countenances 
of all theſe young warriors ; they ſeemed 
impatient for the approaching fight, and 
ſome were tracing the deſcent of their 
general from the famous conqueror of Aſ- 
drubal. | 7 
et. Viſurgis,” ſaid they, will not 
yield in celebrity to the Metaurus *“; the 
Claudian family was ever a race of heroes, 
and Germanicus is their nobleſt ornament: 
what majeſty in his figure what elegance in 
his manners? | 
«I have heard my father remark,” ſub- 
joined one of the company, ** that Antonia 
the worthy parent of our leader had inherited 
the virtue of her mother OctaviaF, and the 


* A river of Italy, now called Metro. Cluverius. 


+ Siſter of Auguſtus, firſt married to Marcellus, after- 
wards to Marc Anthony. 


Q4 z beauty 
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be thty of her father Marc Anthony : ſutely 
Gettnanicus has united in his perſon all the 
endowments of his anceſtors.” 

„ Theſe young Knights,” whiſpeted che 
chief. ſre evety thing in the faireſt Tight; 
but they will attack the enemy with as much 
ſpirit as they praiſe their general; Let us 
hear what the tribunes are ſay ing.“ 

We found many of | them aſſembled in the 
tent of Caius Albinus, whb gave this even- 


ing 4 magnificent ſupper. We would not 


advance too near, left we ould be known by 
the attending ſervants: however, we heard 
ſome of the officers commend the early open- 
ing of the campaign, others the paſſage of 
the river, all expreſſing their hopes that the 
next day might produce a deeiſive battle. 
Two, who where placed neareſt to the 
entrance of the tent, were obſerving what 
weather the evening ſeemed to promiſe, and 
taking notice of the brightneſs of Arcturus, 

8 5 and 


ani 


* 
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and the elevation of the polar ſtar, 6ne of 
them aſked his companion whether he had 
read the excellent tranilation made by Ger- 
manicus of the aſtronomy of Aratus®, * A 
general eonverſation then enſued, which 
wholly turned 6n the literary acquirements, 
and ſcientific knowledge of the chief; all 
agreed that his name would be as diſtin- 
guiſhed as that of Julius Ceſar, if the genius 
of Rome preſerved his life for the glory gf 
the republic. ITY 

Germanicus turned away, and as we were 
near the Preetorium, he propoſed retiring to 
his tent. As for the young noblemen,” 
faid he, „who like you, are under my im- 
mediate inſpection, their ſentiments and 
valour are known to me, and I will not 
liſten to the private cotiverſation of my 
friends.” | | 
I was about to anſwer, when we heard 
one of the enemy calling to the gentinels on 


a This work is ſtill extant. 
duty 


% 
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duty in a voice not unknown to me: we 
threw off our mantles and ran towards the 
outworks; while moſt of the ſoldiers, who 
were encamped on / the weſtern ſide, left 
their tents and looked to ſee what was the 
reaſon of this parley. It was a Cheruſcan 
on horſeback, followed by a few others 
who had advanced almoſt under our lines, 
and inſolently addreſſing our foldiers, in the 
Latin language, offered them, on the part of 
Arminius, wives, poſſeſſions, and a hun- 
dred ſeſtertii for each man that would by 
deſertion ſave himſelf from impending ruin, 
I recollected the voice to be that of Morven, 
the youth who had been the chief cauſe of 
the death of Cariovaldas, by oppoſing him in 
the election of a commander. Our ſoldiers 
fired with indignation, anſwered unani- 
mouſly that they hailed the omen, and 
would render themſelves maſters of the wives, 

poſſeſſions, and fortunes of the Germans. 
Our leader doubled the guards, and every 
thing 
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thing was prepared, in caſe Arminius ſhould 
attempt to ſtorm our intrenchments : he ad- 
vanced with that intention,” but found all in 
ſuch good order to receive him, that he did 
not think it prudent .to perſiſt in his de- 
ſign. | 
Germanicus expreſſed to me the higheſt 
ſatisfaction at the ſentiments he had per- 
ceived in his troops. Marcus!” ſaid he, 
« how great would be my felicity if I could 
obtain a victory without the loſs of one of 
theſe brave men! how willingly would I 
offer up my life for ſuch a conſideration!” 
When I left the general I could not help 
reflecting, with diſquietude, on the ap- 
pearance of Morven. Sigiſmar would never 
ſhare the favours of his prince with one of | 
the murderers, of his father : what can have 
been the fate of that unhappy youth ? Theſe 
thoughts have long perplexed and diſtreſſed 
me; they at length give way to the pleaſing 


ts of victory, and I flatter myſelt that my 
next 
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next letter will inform you of our Fuccels, 


It is late, and, as our army will be drawn 
out to battle by ſun riſe, '1 muſt dedicate W 


reſt of the 2 5 to 2 2 


L EI. 
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LET TER Xanvy.” 


TRIUMPHANT joy reſounds throughout 
the camp; the purſuit of the enemy has 
taken up great part of the day, but I cannot 
reſiſt paſſing the evening in relating to you 
this important event. 

At break of day, after a uſual fades 
had been performed, and hope and intre- 
pidity, more certain omens of ſucceſs, than 
all the augurs can determine, ſhone in every 
countenance, our leader formed his army in 
a line of battle on the plain called Idiſtaviſus, 
between the Viſurgis and hills ſhaded with 
wood, which form an amphitheatre round 
the meander of the river, 

Arminius had drawn out his troops: they 


* Tacitus, Book 2. 
covered 
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covered an immenſe ſpace of ground ; ; part 
of them took poſſeſſion of the oppoſite ſide, 


of the plain, and the reſt were ſtationed at 


the entranee of the woods. The whole of 


the ground, on which we were to fight, was 


interſperſed with trees at unequal diſtances, 


and entangled with ſhrubs and brambles. 


Our general exhorted his ſoldiers to over- 


come with fortitude all the difficulties of 


ſituation, and to be unmoved at the ſupe- 


riority of number. He repreſented to them 
that the enemy, who had to fight on the 


ſame ſpot, could derive no advantage from 


the inequality of the ground, but on the 
contrary would ſuffer greater inconveniences 


from the immenſe ſize of their ſhields, the 
length of their lances and other circumſtances | 


relative to their arms which would embarraſs 


them amongſt the branches. He added, that 
no (compariſon was to be made between their 


impetuoſity, and the firm and manly beha- 
viour of a Roman army ; he obſerved that 
neither 
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Selber their minds nor bodies were accuſ- 


tomed to reſiſt a continuation of labour, and 
that if they did not conquer at the firſt onſet, 


they had neither perſeverance, nor fear of 
ſhame ; that their want of ſubordination 
made them neglectful of the orders of. their 
general, and that ferocity, more than a ſen- 
timent of honour, impelled them to action; 
that in adverſe fortune they were- mean and 
timorous, and in proſperity deſpiſers of all 
laws divine and human; inſolently proud 
of their ſucceſſes, and cruel to thoſe whom 
they had ſubdued. He bad his ſoldiers 
conſider that we were now ih the heart of 
Germany, and nearer to the Albis than the 


Rhine; he therefore adviſed them to put an 
end to their long labours, and complete their 


dear bought glory by one deciſive exertion, 
conjuring them to remember the victories of 


his father Druſus, in whoſe ſteps he hoped to 


tead them to immortal fame. 
The ſpirited and perſuaſive oratory, ſo 
natural 
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natural to Germanicus, was ſcarcely wanted 
on this occaſion; the ſoldiers longed ar- 
dently to engage, and our lige was formed 


in this manner. 
The Gallic and 3 duniliaries were 


placed in the front, after them the archers 


on foot; four legions, next Ceſar himſelf 
with two pretorian cohorts and the ſelect 
cavalry, amongſt whom was your friend: 
behind us the four other legions with the 
light armed troops, the archers on horſeback 
and the remaining cohorts of the allies. 


In this order we were to maintain the 


fight; dut Cæſar, perceiving that Arminius 


| had placed his Cheruſcans on the oppoſite 
hill, with an intention from this advantageous 
ſituation to break in upon our army; and 


ſeeing them advance with fury to the attack, 


he ſent a body of horſe to flank them, and 


Stertinius with the reſt to ſurround, or take 
them in the rear. At this inſtant happened 
a ſingular circumſtance which contributed to 


raile 
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raiſe the ſpirits of our troops; eight eagles 


appeared above our heads, and directed their 
flight” into the neighbouring wood: the 
general pointed them out to his ſoldiers, and 
animated them to follow the birds of Rome, 
the deities of the legions; to victory. and 
. fame. - In the moment of enthuſiaſm, even 
the moſt rational minds ate not inſenſible to 
ſuch an appearance; and without ſome idea 
of ſupernatural impulſe, I queſtion whether 
the generality of ſoldiers could reſiſt the 
fatigue and dangers to which they are per- 
petually expoſed. The ardor was univerſal, 
and victory ſoon declared in our favour: it 


was wonderful to behold the confuſion of the. 


enemy; thoſe who were embattled on the 
plain fled into the woods, and they who had 
been poſted in the woods. took their flight 
towards the plain. We drove the Cheruſ- 
cans from the hill: Arminius, though 
wounded, diſplayed indefatigable courage; 
with hand and voice he long ſuſtained the 
Vor. I. R combat, 
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combat, and falling on our archers, would 
have routed them, if I had not fortunately 
been near to encourage the auxiliaries : 
with their aſſiſtance we drove him from the 
field before the reſt of the horſe advanced. 
J was greatly mortified that we cquld not 
make him our priſoner ; both he and his 
uncle Ingomar, formerly a friend to the 
Romans, but ſeduced by Arminius to deſert 
their cauſe, found means to eſcape by diſ- 
figuring their faces with the blood that flowed 
from their wounds: ſo at leaſt it is imagined; 
but I ſuſpect that ſome of our German allies 
recognized their features and ſuffered them 
to paſs. Had our cavalry, who followed 
the flying Cheruſcans, been able to come up 
in time, we ſhould not have - ſuffered Ar- 
minius to eſcape; but I and a few com- 
panions, whom the defire of meeting him 
in arms had ſeparated from the reſt, found 
our attention engaged in ſaving the archers. 

The enemy was totally defeated ; many threw 
them- 


thi 


w] 
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themſelves into the river, and were loſt in its 


Waves, or deſtroyed by our ſoldiers: the 
carnage was dreadful; for the ſpace of ten 


miles the ground was covered with dead 
bodies, and the purſuit laſted from the fifth 
hour till the cloſe of day. The archers, who 
would have been cut to pieces, if we had 
not flown to their aſſiſtance, ſatiated their 
revenge on thoſe of the enemy who took 
refuge in the trees and endeavoured to hide 
themſelves in the branches. As ſoon as I 
perceived it, I put an end to this cruel 
ſport, and commanded they ſhould be made 
priſoners. Trophies were erected on the 
field of battle with the arms of the con- 
quered nations, and their names written under 
them. The army, at the deſire of Germani- 
cus, ſaluted Tiberius IMPERA TOR; an honour 
which he himſelf had better deſerved, his 
conduct throughout the action being that 


of a brave ſoldier and able general. He has 


beſtowed numerous rewards on thoſe who 
R 2 . have 
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have merited them, and has honoured me 
with peculiar diſtinctions in conſequence of 
my being ſo fortunate as to withſtand the 
laſt efforts of Arminius. 

Thank Heaven our loſs has been very In- 
conſiderable, though the - Germans were fo 
ſanguine in their hopes of ſucceſs, that they 
had brought with them ſtore of chains to 
bind their expected priſoners ; all of which 
were found amongſt the ſpoils, | 


I 
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LETTER XXXV*. 
EC, 


THE love of independence, and the deter- 
mined bravery of theſe nations, are worthy 


admiration : not the loſſes they ſuſtained in 


the late battle, not all their hardſhips and 


diſtreſſes, excited their grief and indignation .. 


ſo much as the ſight of the trophies erected 
by our army on the field of Idiſtaviſus. 
They had determined to tranſport themſelves 
beyond the river Albis, and to leave for ever 
to the Romans their country and their 
houſehold gods; but this fight has rouſed 
their fury, and they are reſolved once more 


to collect their 1 8 8 forces. Decrepid 


and infant warriggs run to join the ſtandard 
of their leader, and ſoon we may expect an 


Tacitus, Book 2... 
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engagement till more deſperate than the 
laſt. 105 | 

Our general knows all their counſels, 
. counteracts all their ſtratagems, and with a 
' Perſeverance and intrepidity, worthy of 
himſelf, prepares to meet the riſing ſtorm, 
He has received. letters from Tiberius en- 
treating him to return home as ſoon as 
| poſſible, and in the mean while exhorting 
him to act only on the defenſive: he re- 
minds him of the advantages he himſelf 
obtained by this method of making war, and 
enumerates the nations reduced by him to the 
obedience of the Romans. But Germanicus 
is too wiſe not to perceive the inſidious 
policy of the emperor, and too. brave to 
change that ſyſtem which has already ac- 
quired him fo much honour, and promiſes 
a full completion of his glory. | 


We are now on our march along the banks 


of the river, and expect ſhortly to come up 
with the enemy. 


My 
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My anxiety for Valerius is conſiderably 
increaſed ; the meſſenger, who arrived laſt 
from Rome, brings me no anſwer to the 


letters I have ſent: if my duty and the friend- 55 


ſhip of Germanicus did not employ my 
thoughts, and drive from my imagination the 
melancholy ideas which togy often intrude 
themſelves, wretched indeed were. my 
ſituation. The joys of victory and the hap- 


pineſs of reviſiting my native country will, 


I fear, be greatly embittered! I wait with 
impatience for the conſolation your letters 
always afford me. 
Among the number of priſoners whom we 
took in our laſt action, not one of the Che- 
ruſcans could give me any intelligence of 
| Sigiſmar. I begin to fear he has fallen a 
victim to the treachery of Morven; and the 


eſteem, heightened by gratitude, which I 


mult ever entertain for this excellent young 


* 


man, excites in me the deepeſt affliction. 


Nothing ſo much raiſes our compaſſion as to 
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ſee a noble and enlightened mind ſurrounded 
with thoſe who cannot underſtand, and ſtill 
leſs ſet a juſt value on its worth: ſuch is the 
ſtate of Sigiſmar, if he ſtill exiſts; but, alas 
itt is too probable my friend may be ng 
— 


- LET. 
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LETTER XXXVI#. 


» 
/ 


* 


WE have had a day of fatigue, but con- 
queſt has ſmiled on our labours, and they 
will not be forgotten in the annals of 
Rome. | 

The leader. of the 3 after ha- 
raſſing our march, ſelected for the field of 
battle a place encloſed on one ſide by the 
river, and on the other by an immenſe foreſt. 
In the midſt is a narrow and marſhy plain, 
the woods are alſo wholly ſurrounded by a 
deep moraſs, except on one ſide, where the 
Angrivarians q formerly raiſed a lofty ram. 


part to defend their boundaries from the 


Y Daa Book 2. 


+ Angrivarians, inhabitants of he nei ighbourhood of 
Min len, 


Cheruſ- 
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— 


Cheruſcans. Here Arminius ſtationed his 
infantry, concealing his cavalry in the neigh- 
bouring woods, that they might attack our 
legions in the rear when we had entered the 
foreſt. All this was known to Cæſar > he 


examined the ground, and fruſtrated the 


_ deſigns of the enemy, by. turning them to 
their deſtruction. He gave to the legate 
Tubero the command of the cavalry, which 
he ſtationed on the plain, and embattled the 
infantry in ſuch a manner, as that part of 
them ſhould enter the wood in ſecurity, and 
the reſt attack the mound : this moſt arduous 


part of the duty he took on himſelf, leaving 


to the legates the more eaſy and leſs perilous. 
I requeſted that he would permit me a ſhare 
in his danger to which he kindly conſented. 
The Germans had every advantage of fitua- 
tion; the riſing ground on which they were 
placed made 1t as difficult to aſſault them as 

if they had been defended by walls. Ger- 


manicus felt this inconvenience, and made 


way 


th 
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way for the approach of his legions, by com- 
manding the ſlingers to advance, and throw- 
ing the enemy into diſorder by every ſpecies 


of miſſive weapons from engines and ma- 
chines. In the mean while I aſcended the 


eminence, and was almoſt immediately fol- 
lowed by Cæſar and the prætorian cohorts : 
we took poſſeſſion of the rampart, and having 
ſecured this important poſt, we turned our 
attack on the foreſt. The battle laſted long, 
and was ſupported on both ſides with ſin- 


gular courage and pertinacity: our army 
being hemmed in by the river and hills, the 
Germans by marſhy and impracticable 


grounds. It was a combat worthy of the 
Romans; there was no hope but in valour, 


no ſafety but in victory. Our leader, in the 
moſt critical moment of the battle, took off 
his helmet, that he might be the better 
known by his army: I followed his example, 


and we rode from place to place encouraging : 
the troops and leading them to break through 
all 
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| : all reſiſtance. They ſeconded our Wiſhes in 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed manner. We have. 


ſubdued the enemy, but the victory has not 
been gained without the ſlaughter of many 


of our brave fellow ſoldiers, and ſuch 2 


carnage of the Germans as my heart forbids 


me to deſcribe. . Great even in their ruin, 


they deſerve our eſteem, and, I muſt add, our 
regret. Arminius and Ingomar ſaved them- 
ſelves by flight, but not till they found every 
effort was fruitleſs, and the ground ſtrewed 
with the bodies of their braveſt followers, 
Germanicus, when he perceived that we were 
maſters of the field, ſent off a legion to form 
the camp; the reſt purſued till night the 
flying enemy. 3 "he 
Our prifoners are but few, for it was im- 
poſlible to ſave the lives of many in fo warm 
an action; and in order to put an end to the 
War, our general found it neceſſary to give 
ſuch orders as were repugnant to his feelings; 


but no ſooner had victory reſtored coolneſs 
to 
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to the mind, then all who threw down their 
arms were ſpared: the number of theſe is 
very inconſiderable, and not a Cheruſcan to 
be found among them. | 

You, Septimius, who know what a ſatis- 
faction every ſoldier experiences in ſo for- 
tunate a moment, can feel for our joy, and 
will partake of it. | The meſſenger, whom 
Germanicus diſpatches inſtantly to Romecan 
no longer delay his departure; I muſt there- 
fore bid you farewell, and am concerned to 
think how long it will be before this intel. 
ligence can reach you in IIlyria. 


LE T- 
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LETTER xxxvn-. 


YOUR letter, my dear Septimius, has made 


me inexpreſſibly happy; the troubles in 


Illyria give you an opportunity of ſignalizing 
your courage, and diminiſh the regret I feel 
for your not ſharing in our triumph. Ger- 
manicus has cauſed a marble trophy to be 
erected with the following inſcription : 


THE ARMY OF TIBERIUS CESAR, HAVING 
SUBDUED ALL THE NATIONS THAT 
DWELL BETWEEN THE RHINE AND ALBI$S, 
CONSECRATE THIS MONUMENT TO 


MARS, JUPITER, AND AUGUSTUS. 


Of himſelf he made no mention, whether 
from a diſlike of exciting the jealouſy of 


* Tacitus, Book 2. 
Tiberius, 


. 
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Tiberius, or that his virtue is ſatisfied with 
the conſciouſneſs of having performed great 
ations, and prefers the approbation of his 
fellow-citizens, and the praiſes of poſterity, 
to proud inſcriptions and tranſitory honours. 
It ſhould ſeem, however, that this monument 
rather takes from our fame, than adds to it: 
we are not ſtipendiaries of Tiberius, but 
ſoldiers of Germanicus, and defenders of our 
country. * 
Stertinius was ſent againſt the Angriva- 
rians, but they immediately ſubmitted, and 

all this part of Gexmany is at peace. 
Our leader, on the day after this deciſive 
action, made an affecting and grateful oration 
in praiſe of his army. He ſhed tears when 
he ſpoke of thoſe who fell in the action, and 
returned thanks to the ſurvivors with that 
eloquence which makes the warmeſt im- 
preſſion, becauſe it flows from the heart. 
He has again diſtinguiſhed me with peculiar 
honours, and has preſented me with a Valla- 
rian 
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rian crown, for having firſt aſcended OY 
taken poſſeſſion of the mound. I have every 
reaſon to think that my fellow-ſoldiers join 
their ſuffrage to that of their general. 
Surely, Septimius, we may enjoy the diſtinc- 
tions of fame, when neither our own heart 
nor the public voice reproaches us with 
want of deſert. I do not mean but that 
Germanicus may have over-rated my ſervices; 
and I am ſenſible that his indulgence ſets too 
high a value on actions which were only the 
reſult of my duty, and on ſucceſſes which 
are to be aſcribed, no leſs to the favour of 
fortune than to my own exertions ; but after 
paſſing ſo much time with involuntary indo- 
lence, after ſo long and ſo ardently wiſhing 
to appear once more with honour in ths 
Roman ranks, I ſhould have deſpaired indeed 
if my actions had not been equal, or perhaps 
ſuperior to theirs, who have, during my ab- 
ſence, uninterruptedly diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in the ſervice of their country. | 

| To-morrow 
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To-morrow we embark on the river Ami- 
3 ſta, and ſhall return by the ocean to our win- 
ter quarters: a few of the” legions are to 
march through the country. 

Germanicus has now a certain proſpect of 
completing, in the enſuing ſummer, the 
pacification of theſe regions : we ſhall then 
reviſit Rome, where I hope to find the beſt 
of friends—but what is become of Valerius? 
My imagination recoils from the dreadful 
ſuſpicions which it forms—Czfar has re- 
ceived letters from Greece: no mention 1s 


Py 


made in them of my uncle. I wait, with 


unuſual impatience, for the information 


which you endeavour to obtain. May you 


be more ſucceſsful than I dare to hope ! 


Vor. I, 0 LET. 
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LETTER XXXVIII- 


THE nominal misfortunes of this world, my 
friend, ſcarcely deſerve the pompous conſo- 


lations which philoſophers have deviſed for 


them. The brave may conſider that death is 
ever fo near, that no man need be apprehen- 
five of long continuance in affliction; while 
they who ſet more value on life than on any 
other bleſſing, may reflect that danger is not 
always followed by deſtruction, and that 
perhaps the moment of ſafety is approaching 
when inevitable peril ſeems to hang over 


them. 


I neither fear death nor afflict ion, and am 
therefore nearly indifferent to whatever affects 
me only perſonally, but I ſincerely regret the 


* Tacitus, Book 2. 


loſs 
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loſs of many brave men who have periſhed 
in the ſtorm, of which I heartily wiſh. you 
may not have received any intelligence before 
this letter reaches Illyria. 

The wind was at firſt in our 8 and 
the calm and placid ocean appeared proud to 
bear our thouſand veſſels, driven by our 
ſpreading ſails, or impelled forward by our 
hardy rawers. Nothing could be more truly 
ſublime, nor, at the ſame time, more pleaſing 
than the ſight: garlands of victory hung 
fluttering on every maſt, while wirth and 
feſtivity re-echoed through the fleet. But 
ſoon a dreadful tempeſt aroſe, and diſperſed 
our ſhips - the ſoldiers, unaccuſtomed to this 
element, embarraſſed the mariners, equally. 
by their fearful confuſion, and importunate 
aſſiſtance. A wide and unknown ſea was 
before us: around were hoſtile ſhores, or 
- uninhabited iſlands ; a ſky more dark than a 
native of Heſperia could imagine ; an ocean 
whoſe mountainous billows ſeemed prodigies 
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to many who had without fear braved the 


Tyrrhenian billows. Such a proſpect might 
eaſily ſtrike terror into men elated with ſuc- 
ceſs, and impatient - to enjoy the honourabk 
fruits of it. All was diſtraction, and the 
few German auxiliaries, who were embarked 
with us, added to the conſternation and di. 
may, by pretending that they ſaw the Gods 


of their country riding in the ſtorm, and in- 
ctting the winds and waves to puniſh our 


bold intruſion. Some of our people were 
terrified, and others enraged at. theſe ſuper- 
ſtitious exclamations; but few were ſuffici- 
ently maſters of themſelves to diſregard them, 
Prayers, menaces, and exhortations were loſt 
in air; in vain did we remind them of their 
wonted courage ; they anſwered they did not 
fear death, but could not bear to periſh in- 
glorioully : as if glory were not equally the 
portion of ſuffering fortitude and active va- 


lour. Indeed, Septimius, I have always 


obſerved that it is far eaſier to find thoſe who 
| will 
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will boldly meet death, than thoſe who will 
intrepidly wait his approach. The ſtorm, 
as if aſſiſted by the tumult and deſpair of the 
crew, increaſed to ſuch a degree, that all 
hope of ſafety ſeemed to be at an end. We 
threw overboard our arms, horſes, and every 
thing that proved an unneceſſary burden to 
the ſhips. On board the Trireme, where I 
was embarked with Germanicus, we indeed 
maintained ſome diſcipline, and after being 
driven out to ſea, and long toſſed by the 
winds and waves, we at length ſucceeded in 
directing our courſe to the ſhores of our 
allies -the Chaucans *. Here I found the 
advantage of having paſſed ſome time in 
ſavage regions and deſert indigence: my 
knowledge of their cuſtoms and language 
enabled me to find reſources for our leader 
and his followers when they were on the 


Inhabitants of the country between Bremen and Min- 
den. Cluverius. Their dominions muſt have extended 
till farther than Bremen along the ſea coaſt. 


83 | brink 
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brink of yielding to fatigue, and depend 
of recovering from their loſſes. I animated 
their drooping ſpirits, and directed the na- 
tives to aſſiſt them in refitting our veſſels, 
and procuring proviſions and other neceſſi- 
ries of life; but I had much more difficulty 
to calm the mind of Germanicus, He accuſed 
himſelf of being the author of all theſe mis. 
fortunes, and paſſed the days and nights i in 
the rocks which hang over the ſea, looking 
out in vain for his ſcattered fleet, and ex- 
claiming that he was guilty of the miſerable 
death of fo many brave men, Who had ex- 
poſed their lives in his ſervice, and for his 
honour. On the third morning, when he 
could Derceive no fail on the wide horizon, 
his deſpair was ſo great that le would have 
caſt himſelf into the ocean had I not forcibly 
prevented him Towards evening, 'on the 
ſame day, two or three of our veſſels that 
had been driven on ſome of the neighbouring 
iſlands, came back in a moſt thattered condi- 
tion; 
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tion; and, as the ſea grew calm, many 
others arrived, which we refitted as ſoon as 
poſſible, and ſent out to look for the re- 
mainder of the diſperſed navy. Several of our 
gallies have been thus recovered, and others 
reſtored by the Angrivarians ; but a great 
number are ſtill miſſing, ſore of which we 
know too certainly to have been funk, 'and 
much we fear the reft may have met with a 
ſimilar fate. What inoreaſes our difficulties, 
is, the effect which the report of our loſſes 


has had on the conquered nations; the Mar- 


ſians and Cattians have again taken arms, 
and are preparing to renew the war. We 
collect arms and horſes with as much dili- 


gence as poſſible, and repair, as well as we 


are able, the damages we have ſuſtained ; 
but our numbers are greatly diminiſhed, and 
our fituation is truly deplorable. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


THE proſpect is much cleared, my dear 
Septimius, ſince I laſt wrote. Many of our 
ſhips, which had been caſt on the enemy's 
ſhores, have been retaken, and the priſoners 
redeemed by the Angrivarians: but what has 
afforded us unſpeakable ſatisfaQtion, is the 
recovery of the Prætorian cohorts, part of 
the ſelect cavalry, and a great number of 
Roman knights who were miſling. 

As Germanicus and myſelf were yeſterday 
taking our uſual walk on the beach, after 
viſiting the workmen employed in refitting 
the ſhips, we obſerved a conſiderable fleet in 
the horizon, and we paſſed the whole day in 
watching its motions, and endeavouring to 

diſtinguith the veſſels. A favourable wind, 
| | towards 
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towards evening, brought them near enough 
to ſatisfy us with the aſſurance, that amongſt 
the number there were 1 Roman gallies 
and tranſports. 

We roſe this morning before day, and re- 
ceived from the centinels the welcome in- 
telligence, that the fleet we had ſeen the 
preceding night was ſafe in harbour, and 
proved to be the troops J have mentioned 
eſcorted by ſeveral * Britiſh veſſels, whoſe 
commander had that moment ſent on ſhore 
to requeſt an audience of Cæſar. Impatient 
to ſee the friends whom he had ſo long de- 
plored as loſt, Germanicus prepared to receive. 
their generous conductor. Scarcely had the 
ſun appeared, when a long train of Britons 
entered the, camp, bearing preſents for our 
leader, and an immenſe quantity of proviſions 
for his army. Theſe were followed by the 
Roman officers and ſoldiers who had been 
ſaved from ſhipwreck; and laſt, our eyes were 

* Tacitus, Book 2. 


_ attracted 
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attracted by the venerable figure of the Bri. 
tiſh commander, led by two beautiful youths, 
and attended by three hundred warriors. 
Dignity and benevolence were. blended ir his 
aſpect, which, though furrowed by more 
than eighty winters, retained all thoſe 8 
and -animation which time, and the - 
tudes of life, too often extinguiſh. Germa- 
nicus received him at the door 6f his pavi- 
lion, and led him to the inner apartment. 
After preſenting the Roman officers to their 
chief, the Briton interrupted the effuſions of 
His gratitude by addreſſing him W. d in 
theſe terms: ; 

«* Ceſar! a name I never pronounce with- 
out the profoundeſt reſpect, you ſee before 
you Mandubratius *, king of the Trino- 
bannans: my father Tmanuentius, the friend 
and guardian of his country, jealous of its 


* Mandubratius, king of the Trinobantians. Czfars 


Commentaries de Bello Gallico, Book 53. Julius Cæſar 


was in Britain in the year of Ronie 700. 


honour, 


hi 


=. 
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honour, and watchful over its felicity, con- 
ſtantly reſiſted the ſeduction of the Gauls, 
whoſe intereſted views long tended to engage 
our nation in the ſupport of their rebellion 
againft the Romans, by aſſiſting them in an 
unjuſt and ruinous war. Caflivelaunus, and 
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many of the inferior princes, induced by 


reſtleſs ambition, avidity of gain, or falſe 
alarms for their own ſafety joined in the 
league, and uſed every effort to prevail on the 
mind of Imanuentius. His unſhaken reſiſt- 
ance excited the enmity of Caſſivelaunus, 
who attacked our dominions, laid waſte our 
fields, and, aided by a ſuperiority of number 
too powerful to be withſtood, entered our 
capital, and murdered my father. Theſe 
eyes were witneſſes of the horrid deed! A few 
warriors, attached to their ſovereign, and at 


that time hopeleſs of revenging his death, 


conjured me to conſult my own fafety, and 
the future welfare of my country, rather than 
give myſelf up to affliction and deſpair. 1 

was 
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was. then very young : they conveyed me on 
board a veſſel, and fled with me to the il. 
luſtrious Cæſar, who was purſuing his con- 
queſts in Gaul. With what benignity did he 
teceive me With what paternal goodneſs 
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did he calm my ſorrows, and revive my 


hopes! With what excellent precepts did he 
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form my youthful heart to magnanimity and 
fortitude ! In him I found a ſecond father, 
and, if I may permit myſelf the expreſſion, 
an avenging Deity,who reſcued myſelf and my 
ſubjects from barbarous oppreſſion. I accom- 
panied him into Britain, where my people, 
whoſe loyalty had never wavered, ſent depu- 


ties to my heroic protector, and, promiſing 
to obey his dictates, deſired to ſee me re- in- 
ſtated on my throne, and defended from the 
inſults of Caſſivelaunus. We ſwore, and 
will for ever maintain inviolable fidelity to 
the Romans. Ceſar, my generous, ' my 
beloved benefactor, after defeating Caſſive- 
launus and his allies, granted them peace on 

this 
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this condition alone, that they ſhould never 
moleſt the Trinobantians, or their prince. 
He left me to enjoy the fruits of his beneficence, 
and to live in admiration of his virtues. Life, 
dignity, and honour, my own happineſs, 
and, what is far dearer to me, that of my 
people, all, all I owe to your victorious an- 
ceſtor : and I pour forth my fervent thanks to 
Heaven for having prolonged my exiſtence 
to an unuſual date, that I might ſee the mo- 
ment in which I could, in ſome meaſure, 
teſtify my gratitude to the Romans, and to 
the Cæſarian family. Accept theſe gifts, 
and deem them not inconſiderable, ſince the 


power of beſtowing them was conterred by 


Cæſar. Permit your ſoldiers to ſhare theſe 
fruits: the trees from which they ſpring 
were planted by his army ; thoſe animals re- 
ceived their nouriſhment from the verdant 
paſtures which the deſtructive Caſſivelaunus 
had blaſted with the horrors of war, but 
which the appearance of the godlike Cæſar, 
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and his victorious troops, reſtored to theix 
wonted peace. | 
Accept, Germanicus, a tribute which 


ſervile adulation never offered : the Britons 


idolize their liberty, but they are not leſs at- 
tached to juſtice and to gratitude: formidable, 
but not implacable enemies, they are the 
moſt ſteady and moſt conſtant of allies. 

N When the late tempeſt drove ſo many of 
your brave ſoldiers on our coaſts, we lamented 
their misfortunes, but we joyfully embraced 
this occaſion of convincing you that we are 
worthy of your friendſhip, and ſenſible of 
your former kindneſs. May our example 
inſtruct other nations to reſpect the ſacred 


force of treaties! May they learn from us N 


never to take up arms againſt their bene- 
factors! Steady aſſerters of our rights, the 
courage, with which Heaven has endowed us, 
diſdains to be employed in vain or ſeditious 
enterprizes: we never draw the ſword but for 
juſtice; we never ſheath it but in victory. 

% have 


I 
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I have dwelt with pleaſure, Germanicus, 
on your praiſes. I would not cloſe my eyes 


before I had beheld the worthieſt imitator of 
the hero whoſe name you bear : his image is 


ever preſent to my mind, and I wiſh to im- 
print it on that of my children, by ſhewing 
them the man whoſe virtues moſt reſemble 
thoſe of my protector. 

At this moment the two youths, who are 
his grandſons, advanced, and Germanicus 
embraced them with every demonſtration of 
regard. We were all ſtruck with admiration 
at the appearance and -converſation of the 
venerable king of the Trinobantians: he 
diſtinguiſhes me with particular affection, 
becauſe heremembers my grandfather amongſt 


the chiefs who ſerved with Caeſar, and re- | 


traces in my features ſomething which re- 


calls him to his memory. 


Germanicus has prevailed with him to ſtay 


a few days in the camp, and treats him in 
the moſt ſplendid manner, His grandſons 
| have 
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of heroiſm; they are under no reſtraint in 
the ſociety of Mandubratius, but his words 
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have all the candour of youth, and the ſpirit 


are their oracles, and his will is their law. 
The officers and ſoldiers, who are returned 
with him, relate wonders of the kindneſs 


and attention which have been ſhewn them : re=C 
they ſay they have experienced all the charms who 
of a frank and artleſs hoſpitality, equally nicu 
diſtinct from the importunate civility of ſome + and 
of the neighbouring nations, and the blunt cam! 


ruſticity of others. 
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LETTER XI. 


OUR reſpectable ally has this morning 


re-embarked with his followers, and the | 


whole army regret his departure. Germa- 
nicus accompanied him to the ſea ſhore, 
and none but the centinels remained in the 
camp, ſo general was the love and eſteem he 
had excited. I have never quitted him 
during his ſtay here, and his grandſons have 
conceived a particular attachment for me: 
they have engaged him to promiſe they ſhall 
accept the invitation which Germanicus has 
given them to viſit him at Rome. 

Our general preſented arms to the Britiſh 
warriors ; to each of the youths a ſword, en- 
riched with jewels, and the moſt magnificent 
ſuits of armour he had ſaved from the 

Vert: © * ſtorm: 
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ſtorm : to Mandubratius he gave various tro- 


phies taken from the enemies, and the moment 


before the venerable prince ſtept into the boat, 
Germanicus, embracing him tenderly, took 
from his finger a gem, on which was the 
portrait of Julius Cæſar, and begged him to 
wear it in remembrance of his friend, and of 
the ſon of Druſus. 
This was too much for Mandubratius : 
he kiſſed a thouſand times the reſpected 
image; then preſſed Germanicus to his 
boſom, and turning to me, who ſtood near 
him, caught me in his arms. At length 
raiſing his eyes to heaven, and fervently 
praying for every bleſſing to be ſhowered on 


the Roman people, he went on board his 


galley, which ſlowly rowed from ſhore, while 
ſcarcely one of us quitted the coaſt till the 
fleet was out of ſight. 

Our forces being now aſſembled, and our 
men having recovered their fatigue, Germa- 


nicus, notwithſtanding the approach of 
winter, 
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winter, is determined to quell the inſurrection 
encouraged by the report of his loſſes ; and 
ſends Caius Silius, with thirty thouſand foot, 
and three thouſand horſe, into the territory 
of the Cattians, while he, with more con- 
ſierable numbers, makes an inroad on the 
lands of the Marſians. 

We learn from one of their chiefs, who 
lately ſubmitted to our arms, that another 
of the eagles, belonging to our unfortunate 
legions, is buried under ground, and guarded 
by a party of the braveſt Marſians *. I have 
beſought Germanicus to intruſt me with 
the command of the forces which he ſends 
to recover it: an expedition indeed worthy 
of an older warrior; but my paſt misfortunes 
have given me ſome right to claim this 
honour; and our general not only complies 
with the requeſt, but permits me to chooſe 

my partners in the enterpriſe. 


* The recovery of the eagle from Tacitus, Book 2. | 
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At the inſtant in which I am writing, 
three letters from you have been brought 
me. My friend, how can I ſufficiently 


teſtify my thankfulneſs for the part you take 


in all my concerns, for your generous reſo. 
lution of ſacrificing the pleaſure you might 
have experienced in viſiting Rome this 
winter, to the intention of making a journey 
through Greece in queſt of Valerius. You 


ſay that your vicinity to that country faci- 


litates the ſcheme. What does not friendſhip 


and beneficence render eaſy? 


> learn the prevailing opinion at Rome 
is, that my uncle, diſguſted with the preſent 
government, has retired with his daughter to 


fome remote and folitary retreat, either in 


Achaia or Theſſaly. Thoſe of his friends, 


who are in our army, ſeem to adopt this 
opinion ; all but Cæcina, who is not at 
preſent with us, having been Tent with the 
legions by land: but he writes to me that 
he is too well acquainted with the principles 
of 


277 


, to ſuppoſe he would voluntarily 
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* 


abandon his country, when his counſels and 


of Valerius 


aſſiſtance are moſt wanted. There is, indeed, 
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LETTER XII. 


F . 


My expedition in queſt of the eagle, which 
ſucceeded to every with, has gained me ſome 
intelligence of the unfortunate Sigiſmar. 
When the party, under my command, ar- 
rived at the place which had been pointed 
out to us, I detached half my number with 
orders to encompaſs. the ſpot where our 
enſign was interred, while, with the remain- 
der, I attacked the enemy and drew them 
from the conteſted ground, They made 
an obſtinate reſiſtance ; but our efforts were at 
length ſucceſsful, and we carried off the 
eagle in triumph to Germanicus. 

Amongſt the priſoners taken in this ſkir- 
miſh, there was a Marſian of note, with 


Tacitus, Book 2. 


whom 
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whom TI entered into converſation, as he 
ſeemed well acquainted with the Cheruſcans, 
having ſerved in the allied army, and being 
nearly connected with Arminius. He informed 
me that Morven was killed in the firſt battle 
fought on the borders of the Viſurgis ; that 
he had been in high favour with Arminius, 
and commanded the body of troops, formerly 
led by Cariovaldas. On my enquiring fur- 
ther into the cauſe of this change of ſenti- 


ments in the prince, the Marſian replied, that 
during the winter Arminius had viſited the 
territories of the late Cariovaldas, with an 
intention of puniſhing thoſe ſubjects, who, he 
had been informed, were in rebellion againſt 
their chief; but that on his arrival all had 
ſubmitted to his mercy, and, by the counſels 
of a ſtranger named Philocles, offered every - 


atonement for a crime into which they were 
driven by the temerity of their degeaſed 
chief; that Arminius was appeaſed by their 
ſubmiſſion, having, upon a fuller enquiry 

4 : into 
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into the motives of their paſt conduct, found 


them to originate in a deference for the prieſts 
on one hand, and for Cariovaldas on the 
other. ** Theſe motives,” ſaid the Marſian, 
appeared worthy of his clemency; the 


people returned to their duty, and Philocles 


and Morven, who had always oppoſed the 
former chief, became the firſt favourites of 
Arminius, who, offended with the different 
reprefentation of Sigiſmar, withdrew his 
countenance from the youth and deprived 
him of his father's poſſeſſions : nevertheleſs, 
Sigiſmar, being of acknowledged bravery, re- 


tains his rank in the army, and has ſignalized 


himſelf in all our combats by a valour ap- 


proaching to raſhneſs; but is no longer one 


of the companions of Arminius. This ap- 
parent diſgrace affects him ſo deeply that he 
ſhuns all intercourſe with his countrymen, 


and has always fought in the ranks of the 


Bructerians. Philocles, who is well verſed 


in the military theory of the Greeks and Ro- 
| mans, 
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mans, has been uſeful to our leader, and by 
his correſpondence with ſome Athenians in 
the army of Germanicus, has often obtained 
that intelligence of your motions, which we 
deſpaired of acquiring by any other means.“ 

As you know the warmth of my diſpoſition, 
you will readily conceive, my dear Septimius, 
the indignation with which 1 liſtened to this 


narrative. The flight of Arminius and his 


army, has nearly deſtroyed every hope I 
might have conceived to alleviate the preſent 


ſufferings of my friend; and his well-known. 


fidelity will not permit me to think of de- 


taching him from the intereſt of the Cheruſ- 


cans. The Marſian was ignorant of the fate 
of Vercennis and Bertha; but he believes the 
uncle of the latter did not join the allied 

forces. „ | 
To reſume the account of our military ope- 
rations, Imuſt inform you that we have indefati- 
gably purſued our ſucceſſes. Fewof the Marſians 
have dared to make any reſiſtance, theſe few 
have 
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have been eaſily routed: and our priſoners 


acknowledge that there never was among the 
Germans fo univerſal a terror of the Roman 
name. They conſider it as a prodigy, that men, 
whoſe fleet had been deſtroyed, their arms 
and horſes buried in the ſea, and the ſhores 
covered' with the dead bodies of their com- 
panions, ſhould in ſo ſhort a time repair 
their loſſes, and, with unſhaken fortitude, 
as it ſhould ſeem, pour in greater numbers 


upon the enemy : they declare it would be 
madneſs to contend with an invincible 


people over whom fortune has no power. 

Caius Silius has had equal ſucceſs againſt 
the Cattians, All being once more re- 
duced to obedience and tranquillity reſtored, 
we ſhall dire& our march towards our winter 
quarters, whence my next letter will be dated, 
Farewell, my friend | 
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LETTER XLIE* 


GERMANIcs has received ſuch preſſing 
letters from the emperor, that he can no 
longer delay his return to Rome. Tiberius 
inſiſts on his preſence to complete the cele- 


- bration of his triumph, and to exerciſe in 


perſon the functions of conſul, to which he 


offers him the next election; and, if all 
theſe marks of diſtinction ſhould have no 
influence, he conjures him at leaſt to leave 


ſome enemies by whoſe defeat his brother 
Druſus may acquire the laurel and imperial 
title; Germany being now the only field 
where diſtinguiſhed honours are to be gained. 
This laſt conſideration has determined our 


* Tacitus, Book 2. 
| general ; 
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general 3 though, I believe, he is very ſen- 
ſible of the artifice of Tiberius; for as to the 


Germans, it is probable the emperor will 


henceforth leave them to their internal diſ- 
ſentions. Germanicus wiſhed for another 
ſeaſon, to complete the pacification of the 


province, and to eſtabliſh ſuch juſt, and 7 


ſalutary laws, as might give it ſolidity: but 
though this ſatisfaction has been denied him, 
his paſt actions have ſecured to him that 
glory, which is beyond the reach of malice 
and envy. 

I feel a W ſenſation of j joy a ſor- 
row as the time approaches for reviſiting 


my native country. Septimius abſent; Va- 


lerius baniſhed, and perhaps for ever ; Au- 
relia united. to another, and Tiberius on the 


throne | How different were my expecta- 


tions when I departed! Yet has one of my 


moſt ardent withes been gratified : I return 


1 


no unworthy citizen; my country will not 


refuſe to open her parental arms to a ſon who 
| has 


ti 


— ww 0 
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has fought! her battles, and who has pre- 
ferred her honour to every other conſidera- 
tion. Such is my conſolation, Septimius; 
but unuſed as I am to the intrigues of courts, 
to the falſeneſs of ſociety, to the reſerve of 
ſuſpicious intercourſe, how can I leave 
without regret a camp where confidence pre- 
ſided over our converſations, where our duty 
was our pleaſure and ambition, and where 
due ſubordination maintained uninterrupted 
harmony. For emulation I ſhall now meet 


envy for friendſhip, ceremony; and for 


obedience, flavery. In one word, I muſt 
exchange the command of Germanicus for 

that of Tiberius. | 
Yet let me not anticipate misfortunes : 
our life cannot be regulated by our deſires ; it 
muſt. low conformably with our duties, 
ſince we have no right to hope for enjoy- 

ments which we have not merited. 

If I cannot free my country from the evils 
into which ſhe is plunged, it remains with 
me 
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me to bear a part with conſtancy and firm- 
neſs: I will, at leaſt, endeavour to aſſiſt in 
maintaining her honour abroad, if it is not 
granted me to reſtore her liberty at home. 
I ſhall not, without regret, quit a country 
where I have paſſed ſeveral years, and to 
which probably I may never return. All 
local images that were once unpleaſant to 
reflection are found to loſe their force, when 
our departure from the place that gave them 
birth, remöves all apprehenſions of their 
being again renewed. The fate of Sigiſmar 
diſtreſſes and alarms me, and T feel much 
reſentment and affliction for the i injury done 
to his father's memory. 

Germanicus, whom I ſhall accompany i in 
his journey, means to paſs through the 
ſouthern part of Gaul, where he has ſome 
differences to ſettle amongſt the inhabitants. 
This will afford me an opportunity of 


writing to you again in before we reach 
"ee 9 2 oe 12: * 
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WE are now at Nemauſis *, and a few days, 
Septimius, will reſtore me to the delightful 


Heſperia. Our journey has been rapid, and 
Germanicus has ſtrictly forbidden thoſe de- 
monſtrations of regard with which the va- 
rious cities in our way had prepared to | 

receive him. At Lugdunum+ we were 1 
ſhewn the aqueduct built by Marc Anthony, | 0 
while he was quæſtor in Gaul, and the high- 
way for which the public is indebted to WI 
Agrippa Þ ; but the inhabitants are much "Wn 


more vain'of ſhewing an altar erected to 
* Niſmes, in Languedoc. | 1 bl 
+ Lyons, capital of the Lionnois in France. ll 1 


+ Marcus Vipſanius Agrippa, the frond a Auguſtus, 
a FEY and ſucceſsful general. | 
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. Auguſtus in his life-time, and relate with 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, that it was dedi- 


cated on the ſame day as Claudius *, the 
brother of our general, was born in their city. 
I do not believe that Germanicus himſelf 
conſiders either of theſe circumſtances very 


honourable to the town of Lugdunum, or 


the Cæſarian family. 
The gentle Arar + was frozen, while the 


impetuous Rhone purſued his courſe with 
uninterrupted celerity, an emblem of thoſe 


minds whoſe activity renders them ſuperior 
to the common obſtacles of life. We con- 
tinued our journey along the banks of the 


river to Vienna |: this capital of the Allo- 


brogians & is built in a moſt pictureſque 


Claudius Cæſar, afterwards * 
+ Arar, the Saone. 


t Vienna, Vienne in Dauphiny, an archbiſhoprick on 
the borders of the Rhone. . 


bi# 


6 Allobrogians, Dauphineſe and Savoyards. 
happier 


ſituation, and only wants the advantages of a 


* 
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happier climate: it increaſes daily in ſplen- 
dour and magnificence : new edifices adorn 


the ſtreets; and a temple * is now erecting to 


Auguſtus and Livia. The environs of Vienna 
are planted with gardens, and decorated with 
villas. We climbed a high hill, which 
overlooks the town, to view the fortifica- 


tions T made by Julius Czſar, Two 


caſtles , placed on ſeparate eminences, add 
ſtrength to theſe works, and command an 
extenſive and pleaſing view of the windings 
of the Rhone. 

The borders of the river in ſummer have 
a pleaſing variety, but in the preſent ſeaſon 
all is wretched and deſolate, We paſled 
8 Now a church, called Notre Dame OE la Vie; the 
inſcription diſcovered, like that of the Maiſon quarree at 


Niſmes, by the holes left from nailing on the letters. 
There are many remains of antiquities at Vienne. 


The ruins of them are {till to be ſeen. 
{ Pipet and Labadie, 
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with difficulty the river Iſara *, the waves 
of which ſwelled into a torrent near their 
junction with the Rhone, where we ſaw the 
temples + of Hercules and Mars, raiſed by 
Fabius Maximus Emilianus, after he had, 


with thirty thouſand of our troops, defeated 


two hundred thouſand of the natives. 
Wherever a Roman paſſes he meets with 
objects that excite his reſpect and emulation; 


our victories give celebrity to the countries 


which have ſubmitted to our arms, and, in 
future ages, theſe will probably fix their 


epoch from the conqueſts of the Romans. 


You would have ſmiled, Septimius, to 


have been a witneſs of the pleaſure I expe- 


rienced when, after ſo long an abſence from 
theſe happy climes, I firſt perceived the trecs 
of Minerva that ſupply the means of cheerful 
light and wholeſome nouriſhment. Ger- 


*L'Iſere. 
n Strabo's geography. 
manicus, 


” 
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manicus, wks never omits to viſit whatever 
appears worthy of his curioſity, having been 
told of a remarkable fountain in the territo- 
ries of the Vocontians *, we went thither, 
and did not repent the delay which it oc- 
caſioned. The fountain forms a ſmall river 
that throws itſelf into the Rhone. After 
directing our ſteps towards the ſource, along 
the ſerpentine ſtream, ſhaded with oſier and 
willows, we arrived at a narrow valley, en- 
compaſſed with barren rocks of an immenſe 
height. The hoarſe murmur of the waters, 
broken by the rocks, and covered with foam, 
convinced us that we were approaching near 
the cavern whence they derive their origin. 
At length we perceived a tremendous exca- 
vation, formed by the hand of nature, 
through which the ſtream burſts forth to 
light; and after falling from rock to rock in 


_ * Avignoneſe, and inhabitants of the Comtat Venaiſſin. 


„„ various 
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various caſcades, winds peaceably along the 
valley and adjacent plains. The depth of 
the cavern in unfathomable : ſometimes, as 
the inhabitants related to us, the water is far 
below the level at which we ſaw it, and at 
others, riſes conſiderably higher. This 


valley ſeems a fit place for meditation and 
poetry, and a favourite of the Muſes might 


here complain of fome cruel fair, or mourn 


her lofs with deſcriptive beauties ſufficient to 


render the ſpot immortal; at the ſame time 


it is not adapted to create cheerful images. 
The adjacent country is fertile, and finely in- 


terſperſed with rivulets and meadows ; but on 
the banks of the Rhone they know no other 


winds than thoſe which blow directly from 
the North or South, both violent to an ex- 


treme degree, and- productive of exceſlive 
cold or heat. The conflict of theſe winds 
often excites a tempeſt on the river, in which 
ſtate we croſled it. 


Through 


er 


THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS. 293 


Through rocks made paſſable by the toil 
of Cæſar's legions, we arrived at Nemauſis, 
2 city which Germanicus was obliged to 
vilit, though it lengthened our journey. 

J have here admired. a beautiful temple * 
raiſed to the ſhort-lived honour of Caius 
and Lucius Cæſar ＋. who were ſnatched 
from all the favours of fortune before they 
could know their fallacy. While I con- 
templated this magnificent and elegant 
ſtructure, the fluted columns, the light and 
ſumptuous capitals, the profuſion of orna- 
ments, and all the excellence of art directed 
by the hand of genius, my ſpirits were 
ſtruck with a ſudden damp. I reflected that, 
fince my return to our legions, I had heard 
that Julia, the mother of theſe princes, ſhe, 
to whoſe ſons and father temples have been 
erected, Julia, daughter of the maſter of the 


* Maiſon quarree de Niſmes. 


} Caius and Lucius Cæſar, ſons of Agrippa: and Julia, 
adopted by Auguſtus. 


Ty world, 
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world, died of famine & in an obſcure angle 
of his empire! O Tiberius]! was it for you 
to puniſh the errors of her who owed her 
| being to your benefactor, who firſt led you to 
fortune and diſtinction? What reaſon, Sep- 
timius, have I to flatter myſelf that Valerius 
has been ſpared ? 

This place has a noble fountain , and 
many temples, amongſt which is the ſplendid 
fane of Diana t; likewiſe an ampitheatre 9, 
and various other edifices, contributing to 
the ornament of the city, which acknou- 
ledges the Egyptians for its founders, as the 
palm tree and erocodile on the gates and 
principal buildings ſeem manifeſtly to de- 
note. The ſituation is not favourable, and 


the air is leſs pure than where hills and 


vallies diverſify the ſcene, Germanicus 


* Tacitus and other hiſtorians. 
+ The ſubſtruction of the ancient works is now 
viſible. | 
4 Both ſtill remaining in tolerable preſervation. 
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LETTER XLIY. 


WE are detained, Septimius, in a ſmall 
village of Liguria *, by the torrent which is 
impaſſable ; my impatience daily increaſes, 
and every moment ſeems longer to me now 
than weeks and months before I approached 
ſo near the capital of our empire. 
After quitting: Nemauſis we again croſſed 
the Rhone, and travelled through the duſty 
plains of the Roman province FT, where I 
ſaw but too many of the olive trees, the firſt 
appearance of which had given me ſuch pleaſ- 
ing emotions. Scarce any other trees enliven 
the tedious road, and had not the remem - 


* The ancient Liguria comprehended not only the 
Genoeſe territories, but alſo part of Lombardy, &c. 


+ Provence and part of Languedoc, 


brance 


5 As 
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brance of Marius near Aquæ ſextiæ“* induced 
us to viſit the field of battle, where he de- 
feated the Teutons and Ambrones , 

intereſting object would have preſented itſelf 
to our view. I ſurveyed with delight the 
place, overſhadowed by a chain of lofty 
mountains, where this experienced and inde- 
fatigable leader ſubdued ſuch numerous and 
warlike enemies : my imagination repreſented 
him crowned with garlands of victory, and 
raifing the torch to conſume a pile of con- 


quered arms, while his friends came riding 


haſtily over the plain, to announce that he 
was nominated to his fifth conſulate. 

At Maſſilia I we ſtayed two days, on ac- 
count of the applications made to Germa- 
nicus; and though he had poſitively declined 

Aquæ ſextiæ, Aix in Provence, an archbiſhoprick, 


and capital of the province. See Plutarch, life of 
Marius. 


+ Ambrones and Teutones, Swiſs and Germans. 


t Marſeille, 
to 
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to receive any public honours, we were im- 
portuned with harangues, congratulatory 
poems, and all that literary adulation could 
invent. We were not left a moment to our- 
ſelves, and had ſcarcely leiſure. to contem- 
plate the famous temple of Apollo, and that 
of Diana * at Epheſus. The air of Maſſi- 
lia is ſalubrious, but tempeſts are frequent, 
and the coaſt dangerous for navigators: the 
country is barren and dreary ſince the ſoldiers 
of Julius Cæſar were compelled to cut down 
the ſacred foreſt. The inhabitants may ſtill 

deſerve the pleaſing character given them by 
Cicero, and no doubt they retain many fea- 
tures of ancient Greece, though coloniſts 
oftener tranſplant the vices than the virtues 
of their mother country. The Maſſilians 
yet enjoy the reputation of frugality, regu- 
larity of life, and great application to their 


* Strabo, &c. The abbaye de St. Victor is ſuppoſed 
to have been founded on the ruins of the ancient temple 
of Diana. 


ſtudies ; 
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ſtudies; for which reaſon many of the Ro- 
mans ſend their children to be educated 
amongſt them, but we do not find that they 
become either ſoldiers or ſtateſmen in conſe- 
quence of this education; and, what would 
lead me to ſuſpect the ſincerity of their in- 
ſtructors, they return with the ſpecious the- 
ory rather than the eſſential practice of mo- 
rality. How often have I heard this remark 
from Valerius, who never could ſupport the 
idea, that Roman youths were to imbibe 
Grecian manners. Leſs rigid in his ex- 
preſſions than Cato the cenſor, but equally 
firm in his principles, he adviſed me not to 
neglect the literature of the Greeks, but 
never to rely on their philoſophy. Had my 
belief in the wiſdom of Valerius needed any 
confirmation, my knowledge of Philocles 
would have been ſufficient to convince me. 

At Telonum * we found a climate re- 


* Toulon, 


ſembling 
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ſembling that of Italy, and a haven * formed 


by nature for the ſafety of mariners. It has 


the appearance of a fpacious lake, ſurrounded 
by hills, which protect it from every blaſt, 


and conceal thc entrance from thoſe who are 
within its circle, Like me, Septimius, you 
have undoubtedly rejoiced to obſerve in your 
travels any port well defended - from the 
winds and waves. The hardy ſeaman is 
condemned to a life of toil and peril ; ſurely 
his intervals of reſt ſhould be free from care 
and ſolicitude. Methinks a dangerous and 
unſafe harbour reſembles a treacherous friend. 
How wretched is the man who, after being 
all day agitated with the troubles of the 
world, cannot find in the evening ſecurity 
and repoſe in the midſt of his family and 
connexions ; 

We embarked at Telonum, and failing 
through the ſmall cluſter of iſlands that com- 


The road of Toulon. 


poſe 
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poſe the Stoechades *, were delighted with 
the fragrance emitted from the groves of 
orange trees and odoriferous plants, that give 
the country an appearance of perpetual 
ſpring; but how deceitful is this appearance 

the miſerable inhabitants, by their pale and 
meagre aſpect, demonſtrate too clearly at 
what a price this verdure muſt be purchaſed. 
Expoſed to all the ardour of the ſun, and to 
the noxious blaſts of the ſouth, their feveriſh 
ſummers make them envy thoſe who dwell 
amid Riphæan ſnows, while they loathe the 
golden fruits which tempt the paſſing tra- 
veller. Hence, coaſting along the rocky 
{hores, over which hang woods of olive trees, 
we deſcried the ſandy plains and lofty man- 
ſions of Forum Julii , the ſmiling villas of 
Nicæa , the ſteepy height of Hercules 


| Les iſles d'Hieres. 
+ A biſhopric in Provence, now called Frejus. 
+ Nice, belonging to his Sardinian Majeſty. 
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Monoeces *, and the ancient Sabauſia 18 
where Germanicus intended to diſembark, 
and purſue his journey by the Emilian : 
way. But a contrary wind having prevented 
us from making the harbour, we were forced 
to continue our voyage, till at length we 
landed at the capital of the maritime Ligu- 
rians, a place long the ſeat of war, and 
poſſeſſed alternately B the yt 


and Romans. 


Genaa is ſurrounded with h high ind almoſt 
inacceſſible mountains. The inhabitants, 
whoſe induſtry and love of gain have been 


perhaps implanted in them by nature, leſt 
they ſhould ſtarve amidſt the rocks on which 


their city is founded, have ſcarce any reſem- 


blance to the other natives of our regions. 


* Monaco, a ſmall town beionging to the prince of 
that name, with a French garriſon. 


+ Savona, a ſmall * and ſea port, belonging to the 
Genoeſe. 


t Road made by Emilius Scaurus. Strabo. 
Their 


cli 


ta 
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Their enjoyments are few, and they ſeem 


not to defire more; they live in a conſtant 


ſeries of hardſhips, and labour to amaſs 
treaſures which are not laviſhly ſquandered : 
but their ideas may change, and-magnificent 


ſtructures -may one day adorn theſe barren 


hills; for where are the people that do not 
| {ſooner or later {eek to vie with their neigh- 
bours in pomp and ſplendour ? 
We croſſed the maritime Alps“ in the 
midſt of rain, ſnow, and tempeſtuous winds. 
Having attained their ſummits involved in 
clouds, we ſeemed to be ſeparated from 
the reſt of mortals; the darkneſs of the ſky, 
and contention of the elements, increaſed the 
deſolate appearance of theſe barren moun- 
tains, which have been long reſpected as the 
primeval ramparts of our ſtate. The Alps 
and Apennines may indeed be termed our 


* Paſſage of the maritime Alps. La Bouchetta. 
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natural protectors; but, like all ſuch bounda- pic 
ries, they are inſufficient if not defended by ; len 

courage and vigilance. The exceſſive confi. 
dence which they once infpired was the Mi 
chief cauſe of the terrors felt at Rome, after Joi 
the maſſacres of Allia, Trebia, and Thraſi. alr 
mene. The beſieged always feel leſs alacrity "pn 
than the beſiegers; and they who truſt to the 
impracticable roads, or other local defences, WM © 
are in the fituation of the former. The an 
Spartans diſdained to ſurround their city with ric 
a wall; and never were the Romans ſo great, da 
as when they diſcovered, by experience, the die 
inſufficiency of theſe barriers. The Ligu- Ea 
rians, on the contrary, ſtill glory in being 8⁰ 
almoſt inacceſſible; and conceive their ſafety 8 8 
ac 


to depend on rocks and precipices, and their 
liberty on ſecluſion from the reſt of mankind. 
By their adherence to ſuch principles were 
we conſtrained to make war upon them for 
eighty ſucceſſive years, in order to obtain a 
| piece 
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piece of ground fifteen hundred paces * in 
length for the public road. 


As ſoon as the torrent permits us to move, 
we ſhall loſe no time in proceeding on our 


journey. Agrippina and her children are 
already at Rome, as well as the officers; 


and part of the army that will appear in 


the triumph; theſe have received orders to 
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conduct the priſoners, and to bear the trophies 
and ſpoils of the enemy. But thoſe victo- 
ries that have been gained with moſt toil and 
danger, do not always afford the moſt ſplen- 
did appearance in the ſtreets of Rome. 
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Eaſtern magnificence incites to plunder, and 


gold and jewels may be eaſily won, while 
the oſier ſhield of the German is ſcarce ever 


acquired without a long and arduous conflict. 


* Strabo. 
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WHAT a ſingular and pleaſing contraſt, of 
my friend, between the bleak and deſolate tr 
mountains whence I laſt addreſſed you, and 1 
the fertile plains of Ciſalpine Gaul*, which | of 
opened to our, view as we arrived in the to 
neighbourhood of Derthon+! T he varicty 3 
of fruit trees intermixed with the tall and fo 
clegant poplar, the wide extended corn fo 
' fields, the verdant meadows: covered with 1 
innumerable flocks and herds, and watered Frog 
by inexhauſtible riyulets, the commodious the 
dwellings and cheerful appearance of the "4 
peaſants, clearly demonſtrate their happineſs, . has 
and excite the moſt pleaſing. ſenſations in the lit 
* Lombardy. = 
the 


+ Tortona, belonging to the king of Sardinia. 


1 


mind 
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mind of the traveller. I dwelt with ſatis- 
faction on this proſpect of tranquil proſpe- 
rity and guiltleſs treaſures; I felt no weari- 
neſs from the uniformity of the ſcene; I 
wanted neither hills to diverſify the ground, 
nor cataracts to diſturb the melodious ſong 
of the nightingale. On comparing this coun- 
try with that I had left, it appeared to me 
like the pleaſures of content after-the purſuits 
of ambition ; but the ſeaſon was favourable 
to my reflections, for though/ we had 
been detained in Liguria by the waters, 
ſwoln with accidental rains, the approach of 
ſummer had not yet thawed the maſs of 
ſnow, which a few weeks later will fall in 
torrents from the mountains and overflow 
theſe beauteous plains with extenſive deſola- 
tion. Induſtry, and ynwearied attention 
have put ſome ſtop to theſe ravages: and 
little traces now exiſt of the marſhes where 
Hannibal and his army ſuffered more from 
the inconveniences of climate, than from the 

1 valour 
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valour of our armies. The navigable canal 
of Emilius Scaurus, from Placentia to Parma, 
is one of thoſe great, works of public utility 
which deſerve the gratitude of ages; but 
how much was I affected, my friend, 


before I arrived at the former of theſe colo- 


nies, when I paſſed the river Trebia ! How 
deeply did I feel the misfortunes and dif- 
honour which remembrance ſeems to have 
perpetuated on its banks] A routed army, 


two conſulò flying in diſorder from a foreign 


invader! Surely the maſſacre of Teutobur- 


gium is leſs Jiſgraceful to the Roman arms; 


our legions were murdered, but thoſe of 
Sempronius were defeated. 

Near the river Scutana F, I perceived large 
flocks of the ſheep whoſe fleeces are ſo much 
eſteemed for their delicate and gloſly fineneſs, 
while thoſe of Liguria have a wool that 


* Strabo. Some remains of it are to be ſeen on the 
road between Piacenza and Parma.. 


+ La Secchia. | 
. denotes 
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denotes the rudeneſs of the mountains which 


gave them birth. The plains round Mu- 
tina* are filled with theſe harmleſs and uſe- 
ful animals: they graze uninterruptedly on 
thoſe fields, which were once a ſcene. of 
ſlaughter and civil fury, where two conſuls 
periſhed in arms againſt their fellow ſoldiers, 


and where Auguſtus laid the foundation of 


that power which no reverſe of fortune could 
afterwards deſtroy. | 

I was pleaſed to review the ground where 
one of my anceſtors overthrew the Ligu- 
rians, and freed the inhabitants of this 


country from their perpetual incurſions. We 


paſſed haſtily over the Apennines, and 
through part of 'Umbria, where we ſaw an 
immenſe number of the caverns, which 


- ſerved anciently as retreats for our hoſtile 


neighbours, though not inacceſſible to 


Roman bravery. 


* Modena, capital of the dutchy of that name. 


+ Caius Flaminius. Livy, Book 39. 
* 1 
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In our way through Etruria, I have not 
had time to adopt your practice of making 


enquiries into the ancient rites and cuſtoms 


of a nation, to which the Romans were 
indebted for ſo many of their religious and 
political ceremonies. Vou bid me recollect that 


our triumphal and conſularornaments, as well 


as our muſic, came originally from Tarqui- 
nium: I had no opportunity of making new 
remarks on any of theſe ſubjects except the 


latter: muſic is ſtill the darling paſſion of the 


Tuſcans; their voices are melodious, and 
even the peaſants ſpeak with a propriety that 
amazes me. Amongſt the ſhepherds of the 
environs of Cluſium, I thought I could trace 
the courteſy, which diſtinguiſhed the good 
Porſenna; and as we were coming down the 
hill, or rather precipice, which was formerly 
a part of his dominions, we found many of 


them employed in digging out of the ruins of 


a decayed building ſeveral vaſes, which, 
like many others diſcovered in this country, 
e 


le 
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as well as in the more ſouthern parts of Italy, 
bear evident marks of their Grecian origi- 
nal. On one of them we perceived the 
ſtes and Pylades, at the tomb 
of Agamemnon; and on another thoſe of 


Penelope and her attendants at work. The 
form of theſe vaſes is ſimple and elegant, 
and the deſigns on them are expreſſive 
though without ſhadows or colouring. 

We are now at Volſinium“ a city once 
opulent and reſpected for good morals and 
excellent laws, till its inhabitants, enervated 
by luxury, ſuffered their ſlaves to intrude 
themſeves into the ſenate, and afterwards to 
commit every exceſs which low born tyranny 
can invent or perpetrate. Their reign, in- 
deed, could not be laſting, but was ſuffi- 
ciently long to annihilate the glory of 
Volfinium. Who would now conceive 
that this obſcure municipal town was for- 


* Bolſena, now belonging to the Pope. Livy, Va- 


lerius Maximus, &c. 


X 4 - © 
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merly chief of the twelve principal cities of 
Etruria ; or that Sejanus *, one of its leaſt 
deſerving natives, ſhould at preſent be in- 
truſted with the command of the prætorian 
cohorts? | N 18 

The ſituation of Volſinium is by no means 
pleaſing, being rendered damp and un- 
wholeſome from the vicinity of the lakes; 
but the ſoil is peculiarly fertile. I was 
delighted, at Aquila +, with the variety 
of hills and vallies, and the coolneſs and 
beauty of the caſcades. It was at this 
place, a few miles before we arrived at 
Volſinium, that we were met by Drufus, 
who, impatient to embrace his brother, had 


* Tacitus, Book 4. The prætorian cohorts were the 
emperor's guards; præfect of the prætorium, their com- 
mander; this was an employment inſtituted by Auguſtus, 
and equalled in dignity the dictator's maſter of the horſe 
in the time of the republic: it was the higheſt mili- 
tary rank, after that of emperor: in later times the 
prætorian guards often made their commander em- 


PETOT. 
+ Aquapendente. 


quitted 
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quitted Rome, as ſoon as he heard of his 
approach: he congratulated me on my 
return, with unuſual kindneſs, and ſpoke of 
you in terms that ſoon endeared him to me. 
Septimius, ſaid he, wis our com- 
mon friend, and your attachment to him 
cannot be greater than mine. I acknow- 
ledge the ſuperiority of his virtues: when 
he is near me, he reſembles a protecting 
genius, who ſaves me from my own impe- 
tuoſity, and renders me more worthy of 
being called the brother of Germanicus. 
'Every deſtructive paſſion gives way to his 
admonitions, I feel an internal tranquillity 
unknown to me when immerſed in thought- 
leſs diſſipation or tumultuous pleaſures. All 
my ſtudy then is to imitate the conduct of 
Septimius : his military talents are univer- 
fally confeſſed, and his literary acquirements 
and unprejudiced philoſophy acknowledged 
by the learned; but you and Druſus only 


can do juſtice to the virtues of his heart. 
| We 
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We all purſued at the ſame time the ſports 
of childhood, but Septimius makes me bluſh 
when I reflect how differently I have em- 
ployed the few years in which he has ſince 
attained ſuch various perfection 
12 Thus, my friend, did the candid Druſus 
a bear teſtimony to your merit : be not 
offended with me for repeating your praiſes: 
they reflect honour on the perſon who ut. 
_ tered them. LY 
Phe lively imagination and engaging fi- 
gure of Druſus, joined to the unfortunate 
diſtinction of being the ſon of Tiberius, 
muſt neceſſarily expoſe him to all the errors 
created or cheriſhed by adulation. Surrounded 
with the favours of fortune, he is ſtill dif. 


ſatisſied, and frequently complains to Germa - £0 
nicus of the inſolent Sejanus, who enjoys all m 
the confidence of his father; and he has hinted or 
ſome diſpleaſure at the behaviour of Livia, re 
who, I fear, does not reſemble in diſpoſition MW h 
either her mother Antonia, or our general. p. 


Germa- 
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Germanicus prudently adviſed him to bear, 
with moderation or contempt, the haughty 
demeanour of the favourite, and promiſed to 
counſel his ſiſter in reſpect to that part of her 
conduct which meets with the diſapproba- 
tion of her huſband. 

Druſus expreſſes the higheſt veneration for 
the talents and virtues of Valerius; and has 
increaſed my anxiety by aſſuring me that 
Sejanus is his implacable enemy: he intereſts 
himſelf warmly in diſcovering the place of 
his retreat, and has already made fruitleſs 


attempts to inveſtigate the ultimate cauſe of 
his departure. This extraordinary zeal for 
reſtoring to the ſenate a diſtinguiſhed lover 
of his country, whoſe principles muſt give 
conſtant umbrage to the emperor, ſurpriſed 
me greatly in a young man who paſſes for 
one totally indifferent to the affairs of the 
republic, and whoſe ſole occupation has 
hitherto been the purſuit of his pleaſures; 
put an expreſſion that eſcaped from him, 

© ons deve- 
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developed the myſtery. While he was ex- 


claiming againſt the inſolence of Sejanus, 
who dared to control the free opinions of 


men of birth and ſenatorial dignity, he added, 
with indignation ſparkling in his eyes, that 
he had carried his temerity ſo far as to aſpire 
to an union with Valeria, the moſt beautiful, 
the moſt accompliſhed, and, in every 
reſpect, the moſt diſtinguiſhed woman in 
Rome; that he had not dared to demand 
her directly of her father, and could not, 
with all his influence, prevail on the em- 
peror to intereſt himſelf in his ſuit, but had 
engaged ſome of his adherents to make the 


propoſal, which was rejected by Valerius 


with a juſt diſdain. Since that time“, 
continued Druſus, he has never ceaſed to 
calumniate your uncle, and has at length 


deprived our city of its brighteſt ornament. 


Whenever,” added he with a deep ſigh, I 
paſs before the manſion of Valerius, I feel 


myſelf ſo much agitated—ſo much enraged— 
| that 
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that were- I that moment to encounter 
| Sejanus, I could not refrain from plunging 
my weapon in his heart,” 

Germanicus and myſelf put an end to this. 
converſation by conjuring Druſus to reſtrain 
his temper : I aſſured him no power on 
earth. ſhould prevent me from demanding 


juſtice on thoſe who had calumniated the 


honour of Valerius ; that the care of his re- 
putation, and the welfare of his family 
regarded myſelf alone, and that I wiſhed to 
have no partner in the perils to which my 
remonſtrances might expoſe me. To this 
he made no reply, but ſoon after retired to 
reſt, as did Germanicus. Early to-morrow 
we purſue our journey to Rome, where I hope 
to find letters from you. I diſpatch this by 
a meſſenger of one of the prætors, whom I 
caſually met this evening, and would not 


omit an opportunity of writing to Septimius. 


- 
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— 


LETTER XVI. 
NOTWITHSTANDING the many eir- 
cumſtances that cloud the future proſpect of 


my life, I felt a momentary rapture at the 
ſight of imperial Rome. You are well ac- 


quainted, my friend, with the country through 


which we directed our courſe from Volſi- 
nium hither : every city * poured' forth its 
inhabitants to gain a ſight of their beloved 
Germanicus : all the prætorian cohorts, ſta- 


tioned in Rome, iſſued out to meet him, 
though only two had received ſuch orders. 
The Roman people, of either ſex, and of 
every age and rank, came in crowds as 


far as to the twentieth mile ſtone from the 


* The honours paid to Germanicus are mentioned by 


all hiſtorians. 
city, 
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city, to welcome home their long expected 


hero. Every voice, every countenance pro- 


claimed with what facility he might have 


rendered himſelf maſter of our empire. He 


is ſatisfied with the univerſal eſteem and 


attachment of which he has daily proofs; but 
avoids giving way to the pleaſing feelings of 
his breaſt, leſt he ſhould be ſuſpected of 
affecting popularity. The moſt painful 
tribute virtue is conſtrained to pay to vice, 
is the perpetual ſelf-denial -to which it is 
condemned ; the innocent effuſions of ſenſi» 


bility, muſt often be ſuppreſſed that they may 
not be ill interpreted by ſuch minds as are 
ſtrangers to it, Often did I obſerve the 


boſom of Cæſar heave with an involuntary 
figh, while with averted eyes he ſeemed to 


ſteal a glance on the demonſtrations of af- 


fection, which he would 15 lad have 
ſhared. 
Our journey was delightful, and every 


object became more and more intereſting 
to 
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to me as we approached nearer to the capital. 


You have often admired the Ciminian lake“, 
and the woods that hang over its banks: no- 
thing can exceed their beauty in the preſent 
ſeaſon. As we climbed the ſteepy aſcent 
that leads to the top of the mountain, we 
were enchanted by the ſight of a variety of 
plants and flowery ſhrubs, that grow inter- 
mixed with the ſycamore and cheſnut trees, 
by the different hue of the verdure, the tranſ- 
parency of the lake beneath us, the ſong of 
innumerable birds, and the perfume of the 
flowers. Even Druſus, who does not ap- 
pear a great obſerver of the beauties of 
nature, confeſſed the pleaſure he experienced, 
and ſtopped to contemplate the proſpect 


which opened to our view. You muſt 


find a great difference, ſaid he to our gene- 


tHe Lake of Vico, between Viterbo and Ronciglione. 


The Ciminian mountain is now called ſimply la Mon- 


tagne. The preſent pope has made an excellent road 
over it. 8 | 


0 ral, 
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ml, between theſe groves, worthy the 
iſland of Cythera, and your Hercynian foreſt : | 
the change is not unintereſting, and deſerves 
the raptures. which you ſeem to feel.” 

| „At muſt be owned, returned Germanicus, 


that nothing can be more enchanting than 


the ſcene before us, yet there was a time 
when the Ciminian foreſt was as formidable * 
to the Roman people as the woods of Ger- =, 
many have lately been; when the paſſage 
| through it was conſidered as ſo arduous and 
hazardous an exploit, that it was not thought 


adviſable to permit the general to attempt 
it. Yet Fabius was ſuperior to theſe pre- 
judices, and juſtified, by his ſucceſs, a conduct 
which otherwiſe would have been condemned 
as the moſt culpable temerity. What praiſes 
were beſtowed on his adventurous brother, 
who, having been taught the Etruſcan lan- 


guage, as we are now inſtructed in the Greek, 


Florus, Livy, &c. 


. undertook 
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undertook to explore this terrific paſſage i in 


the diſguiſe of a peaſant! There are few 
difficulties which courage and perſeverance 


cannot ſurmount; and often, when I have 


been debating with myſelf whether I ſhould 
expoſe the army of Tiberius to the peril of 
a doubtful enterpriſe, I have been confirmed 
by the remembrance of Fabius, crowned 
with victory, and paſt the confines of theſe 
woods, giving the account of his conqueſts 
to the aſtoniſhed tribunes who had been ſent 
from Rome to conjure, him not to venture 
over the fearful-mountain. Neither Marcus 
nor myſelf can be inſenſible to the charms 
of this ſpot in its preſent ſtate of beauty ; 
but we have experienced far greater ſatis- 
faction in the wilds of Germany, after a hard 
fought engagement, than we can ever feel 
from the moſt * proſpect that Italy 

1 afford.“ | 
bz: readily ed to PS obſervation of 
Germanicus, and Druſus agreed that the 
' | majeſtic 
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majeſtic oaks, which ſhade the deſcent from 


the Ciminian Hill, conveyed to him more 
ſublime ideas than the gay and variegated 


appearance of the groves through which we 
had paſſed to attain the ſummit. | 
I now ſaw mount Soracte *, rearing his 


lofty head in the midſt of our ſpacious plain; 


and as, we arrived at Rome by the Flaminian 
way, I traced with ſatisfaction this memorial 
of the ſervices rendered to the republic by 
my anceſtors. I ſhould have bluſhed to tread 
this memorable road, if I had not done my 
utmoſt to imitate their patriotic zeal. Thus, 

when I paſſed the rivulet of Cremera, I 
could not help reflecting on the advantages 
to be reaped from a proper ſenſe of the dig- 
nity and merit of our forefathers. The 
three hundred Fabii who there fell ſo glo- 


riouſly in defence of their country, are the 


— 


* Mount Sainte Oreſte, 
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| 3 on which their deſcendants have been 
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formed to every virtue; and this very action 


had its ſource in the ſame noble pride. The 
Fabii wiſhed to give an exalted proof of the 
tranſcendent valour of their illuſtrious fa- 
mily: ambition like this gives birth to a 
nation of heroes, and private emulation be- 


comes a public benefit. 
I croſſed the Tiber with ſuch emotions as 
J ſhould in vain endeavour to deſcribe. I 


ſaluted, from the Milvian bridge, the Sabine 


hills, the Fidenian plains, and every well- 
known obje& that recalled to my mind a 
train of circumſtances long baniſhed from my 


memory. New villas were preſented to my 


ſight, increaſing magnificence announced the 
miſtreſs of the world ; and when we ſtopped 


at the manſion, where Germanicus had ap- 


pointed Agrippina to await his coming, I 
almoſt forgot that I had no parent to receive 
me! —_ 5 

Our 
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' Our leader preſſed me to accept of a hoſpi- 


| table welcome on the Hortulan hill *, where 


he means to remain till he makes his trium- 
phal entry into Rome; but numberleſs rea- 
ſons induced me to decline the propoſal: I 
found my villa in the ſame ſuburb, ready for 
my reception, and my affairs in much better 
order than I could have reaſon to expect. 
Your cares, and thoſe of the faithful Philo, 
have re-inſtated all things as my father left 
them; and I have refuſed the reſtitution, 
generouſly offered me, for the time in which 
I was abſent, by my heirs, who had ſuppoſed 
themſelves in lawful poſſeſſion of my eſtates. 

I am now the inhabitant of a vaſt dwelling, 
the ſplendor of which is uſeleſs, and the 
extent of which reminds me that I am ſoli- 
tary. I wander from room to room in ſearch 
of inhabitants, and only find animated ſta- 
tues, who obey my commands without 


* Milvian bridge, Ponte Molle. Mount Pincio, now 
encloſed within the walls of Rome. 


d © ſharing 
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ſharing my feelings. Many of my former 
acquaintance have indeed viſited me, and 
expreſſed great ſatisfaction at my return. 


The praiſes beſtowed by Germanicus on my 


conduct procure me demonſtrations of eſteem - 


from many, with whom I was before unac- 
quainted; but all theſe have their ſeparate 
connexions and ſocieties : with them they 


paſs their days in familiar intercourſe: an 


uninterrupted reciprocation of cares and plea- 


fures has given them a mutual knowledge of 
the ſame events, and has communicated to 


them the ſame ideas. To moſt of theſe 1 
am a ſtranger ; all appears new to me, and 
my curioſity would often exact details, the 
repetition of which muſt be tireſome to thoſe 
from whom I might hope for information, 
Germanicus alone can feel for my ſituation ; 
but, ſince our arrival, he has conſtantly 
been employed with Tiberius, whom I have 
not yet ſeen. : 

Druſus, though ever engaged in new 


amule- | 
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amuſements, always ſeems to feel a vacuity 


in life, and hopes every freſh object will 


remove the diſcontent he ſo often expe- 
riences: he courts my friendſhip, and uſes 
every effort to entertain me: his regard for 
you intereſts me in his favour, and I lament 
that he is the ſon of Tiberius. 

Your letters from Greece will dire& me in 
ſearch of Valerius as ſoon as the triumph has 
taken place, for which the moſt ſplendid 
preparations are making, whieh neceſſarily 
occaſion delay. The emperor, as I am 
informed, affects to praiſe the actions of our 
leader, but always intermixes ſome remark 
on his pretended temerity, and diſapproves 
of the ſenſibility which induced him to aſſiſt 
at the funeral honours* paid to the memory 
of our unfortunate legions, becauſe an ancient 
ſuperſtition forbade our generals to approach 
the dead. Such ſtrictures, which can only 


* Tacitus, Book 1. 


* 4 excite -: 


2 
mers 
— 

= 


8 r "2 —_ 

- - „ 

wad 8 P 
1 — — e * % DER = 
rr 


- = 
” 
* 
c 4 1 : 
* - 
— * * — COVER — 
— * — * ry — 8 a = — 0 
1 * _ * . — — — = * 
r . » — _ w_ 5 1 
- - = — — — — — * * — A 
N " hg waxing - — — 2 — — e * 1 — 2 — Z 1 1 , 
= as — — — ——— Ages = — « — — — R ͤ —— — —— "UID are en — ; : 4 = ——_— , R 
_ 2 > — — 1 = 7 . — - . = — Wo — rr. rea - — 3 GE 
— — 2 er = — — — — — 2 a en II — —— k - 8 — _ — 8 — 
* > ay —.— 2 —— —— 1 SH; - = — — — M = fn SE = —— — > = be 2 2 - 7 — * — 2 a © - — — — ———_ — — 8 —— 
nr ** = - 220000 = 72 £ > 2 D ER — — A XC EGG — — 7 — © — — — no — — — A TM 
—— — U— — — —— — * — - 7 * * PIC 1 : —_ 2 = — — — — — — —_ 4 ** * — = — — — — — — — — — — — - 
— — = * f . 11 5 — 5 * 0 — — — - — — — — —— — — — - — b 2 2 > a —— 2 0 
— - — , 4 —— - + Wh — —— 2 — — 8 N Wy 8 9 + woody ag. 65% 1, Jed x — 5 — — cat — 2 — 2 Ä — 9 — * [ 
—ñ—— k = — —ę— — : — ——— — by —— x = I Ion RES IIS — — — 
— — — 2 — — EG AS „P Con Aa, a — a — A * — "—_ — * —— 2 — — — es. wg SO YR C 7 _ AX 6 — me * 2 — — 
— — — — — * 5 — — prom. — — — — — — — _ — — — - = 8 122 — — * . — 5 . > „ — 2 8 A 2 — 
— = - — — — — — — — — • QAV2=—— — — — 2 - my 8 — com — — — — —-— — — gw — — — — 1 — — - — _ RED 6 1 22 ; 4 1 ? — 
ga — * — - * * — ä —— — — - — — — — — wy — 2 — TIN 6 _—_— —— pe —— 0 — —4 = — Y — = 2 
— ” 2 2 . — — —— — —_ — — — hs — — — — r — —— — — — — — 8 — — — 2 - * 
* . - — — ———— — — — —ü— — — — — — es "9 Re — - — 1 EAST — — A — —— nA © — — 
— — A — . 
r -—— wears — „ = * +: 8 5 — _— — — — * 8 . —— — 
2 8 — — = — * — 2 —— — — — — CS - — — — * 
— WA — N — — 7 * — — _ — * — — — — * 2 — Y — — _ 
-_ — — — * A r — Cn * — — 2 5 — * - — — 0 - 2 — Kt pak 
— 2 - = I n — J — WE; a 
g — — — y- i 


r 
— — 
- 2 — — EN 


. 


pry werent 5 
2 — — COIL 
3 
— — 


328 | MARCUS FLAMINIUS on, 


— 


excite the indignation of the good, and the 
ridicule of the wiſe, are {ſeriouſly repeated 


by Sejanus and his party, and the moſt irre- 
ligious and and moſt immoral characters of 
Rome inveigh againſt Germanicus for tranſ- 


greſſing the lawys of the Pontifex. Agrippina 
is highly exaſperated at theſe converſations; 


but our general, conſcious of his ſteady ad. 


herence to every noble and honourable ſen. 


timent, ſecure in his love to his country and 


loyalty to kis.prince, diſdains the malice of 
his enemies, and never breathes a complaint 
againſt the emperor, 3 

I cannot, however, blame the indignation 
of Agrippina; the perſecution of her family 
has been notorious: how dreadful was the 
fate of her laſt unhappy brother*, who 
though adopted by Auguſtus, and the only 
remaining hope of the Cæſarian line, was 
condemned to live a miſerable outcaſt in 


* Poſthumus Agrippa, ſon of Agrippa and Julia, 
Tacitus Book 1. and 2. and other hiſtorians. 


Planaſia 
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Planaſia *, and at length murdered by the 
ſucceſsful Tiberius. It is not poſſible that 
Auguſtus could ever wiſh his death: all 
Rome has ſeen through the thin diſguiſe, 
with which the new emperor ſought to veil. 
his guilt; and he has, in ſome meaſure, re- 
ceived the puniſhment of. his crime in the 
terrors to which he has been expoſed by the 
conſpiracy of Clemens. This daring ſlave, 
who made the inhabitants of our municipal 
towns and colonies believe that he was 

Poſthumus Agrippa, had even impoſed on 
many perſons in the capital; and was not more 
ſupported in the fraud by a ſingular reſem- 
blance to his deceaſed maſter, than by the 
protection to various ſenators and other 
citizens of note, who were happy to find an 


opportunity of exciting ſeditions againſt the 
emperor. The death of Clemens, and the 
ſecrecy obſerved on the occaſion, appear to 
have put an end to this extraordinary tranſ- 


Pianoſa, an iſland in the Mediterranean. 
action, 
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action, but the party was conſiderable, and 


the alarms of Tiberius will not eaſily be 
quieted. It is unfortunate that any plots of 
this nature ſhould ever have been conceived, 
as they ſeem to juſtify the precautions of 
tyranny, and create diſtruſt and apprehenſions 


which often become fatal to characters inca- 


pable of joining in any unworthy confederacy. 


LE T- 
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"LETTER Tin 


AFTE inhabiting rude and uninterreſting 
regions, where the long wiſhed return of 
ſummer affords ſome repoſe from ill, rather 
than enjoyment of pleaſure, you will eaſily 
believe, my friend, with what admiration 
I behold the charms diffuſed by ſpring over 
the ſeven hills and their beauteous environs. 
All nature wears a new enlivened aſpect; 
with inexpreſſible delight I contemplate the 
azure ſky, illuminated by the golden orb of 
day, or by the ſoft luſtre of the unclouded 


moon, whoſe rays never appeared to me ſo 


pure, ſo tranſparent, as in this country. As 
ſoon as the dawn appears, I wander through 
the fields which our anceſtors have conſe- 
crated by their valour, or trace the banks of 

| Tiber, 
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Tiber, whoſe yellow waves are dignified by 
the reflection of thoſe edifices, where now 


reſide the rulers of the world, and which for- 
merly were the aſylum of the braveſt and . 


| moſt virtuous of mortals. 

This morning my ſteps were directed 
towards a ſpot which afforded me a melan- 
choly ſatisfaction. You remember the 


-Gallic Druid, whoſe habitation joined the 
magnificent gardens of Salluſt“: when I 


departed from Rome, he bade me ſoon return, 
or age, whoſe rapid, though imperceptible 
advances, reminded him of approaching 
diſſolution, would preclude our ſecond 
meeting. Alas! his fears were but too true: 
his urn 1s all that remains, and I wiſhed by 
viſiting this to pay the laſt tribute to the me- 
mory of a-man in whoſe ſociety I had paſſed 


* Gardens of Salluſt on Mount Pincio; part of the 


| ground now belongs to the French Minimes of the 
Trinite du Mont. 


{0 
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ſo many pleaſing and inſtructive hours. In a 
ſmall grove of cypreſſes, near the place of 
his dwelling, ſtands the monument of my 
friend: I remained long in contemplation of 
its aweful gloom, and felt a regret which 
time can never efface. 

His mind was ſtrong and penetrating ; his 
imagination clear and lively; his heart warm 
with benevolence, and his memory uncom- 
monly retentive. Tranſplanted early from 
his country, he retained few of the prejudices 
to which nature and a limited education con- 
demn thoſe, who have not experienced his 
advantages. He was never tenacious of the 
honour of his profeſſion, except when it was 
unjuſtly attacked. His mathematical and 
aſtronomical knowledge will tranſmit his 
fame to poſterity; and the various ſcenes of 
life, in which he had been an actor or ſpecta- 
tor, joined to the natural eloquence with 
which he related paſt events, rendered his 
converſation peculiarly intereſting. He wrote 

our 
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334 MARCUS FLAMINIUS; on, 
our language with accuracy and elegance, 
and was conſiderable verſed in the Greck. 

Condemned in the early part of his life to 
the ſevere ſecluſion; of Druidical diſcipline, 
he paſſed thoſe years in acquiring the pro« 
foundeſt knowledge, and ſtudied truth in 
ſpite of ſuperſtitious error. His long retire- 
ment made him afterwards particularly ſen- 
fible to the charms of ſociety, which he 
courted by every means that could inſtruct 
or entertain. Eager for praiſe, but worthy 
of obtaining it, ſolicitous of regard, but 
deſerving of that affect ion which he ſo warmly 
repaid, he was beloved by the good, eſteemed 
by the wiſe, and diſtinguiſhed by the great. 

Such was the man whom I cannot but 


lament, though his advanced age forbade me 


to expect a long enjoyment of his ſociety. 
During my infancy, and the earlieſt period of 
my youth, it has been my fate to form con- 
nexions with the aged, and conſequently to 
mourn the loſs of friends, at a time of life in 

2 which 


— 


chi 


which many. are labouring to acquire them. 


My return to Rome has reminded me of 


another ſuch loſs, which I felt more deeply 
this morning, when leaving the grove of 
cypreſſes that encloſe the aſhes of my friend, 
I paſſed near the Circus of Flora *. Here at a 
ſmall diſtance from the Salarian gate, I raiſed 
my eyes to one of the elegant villas which, 
when I left Rome, was poſſeſſed by a venera- 
ble patrician, who honoured me with his 
kindneſs, and whom I loved and reſpected 
with almoſt filial affection. Born of one of 
the moſt illuſtrious families in Rome, he was 
diſtinguiſhed for that ſimplicity and dignity 
of manners which conſtituted the urbanity of 
our forefathers. Candour, probity, and 
juſtice were his characteriſtics, and, above all, 
unſhaken conſtancy in his friendſhip : his 
houſe was ſplendid, and his company well 
choſen. Our countrymen looked up to him 


The place of it {till viſible near Porta Salara. 


as 
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as to a relbecteble* monument of their great- 


neſs; and ſtrangers, in him admired the ma- 
jeſty of Rome. Pardon me, my friend, if I 


take up a few moments of your time in theſe 
effuſions of my gratitude and affection, 
Friendſhip with me is no ſhort-lived paſſion ; 
it is not limited by the tomb. 


In the midſt of my anxieties your letters 


confole me, but they do not wholly relieve 
them, You will ſoon be compelled by your 


duty to return into IIlyria, and, I fear, with- 
out obtaining any information of Valerius. 
The world without him would be to me 4 
ſolitary deſert, were it not for the kindneſs 


of Septimius; and even that kindneſs cannot 


diſſipate the grief which conſumes me, when 


I reflect that Valerius has been injured, and 
that I cannot redreſs his wrongs. Should 


your efforts to diſcover the place of his retreat 
prove ineffectual, I ſhall, as ſoon as the tri- 


umph is over, ſet out for Campania, and 
make every enquiry at his villa near Baie 
that 


* 


* 


"I 
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thar may tend to procure me information, 
though my letters to this purpoſe have 


hitherto been uſeleſs. | 
I return you thanks for the pains you have 
taken to give me a deſcription of the religious 
ceremonies * ſtill performed at Chalcis, in 
honour of Titus Flaminius ; and 1 am per- 
ſuaded that your friendſhip for me made you 
conſider it as a very intereſting circumſtance 
that you happened to be preſent at the election 
of one of his prieſts. The public buildings 
. conſecrated to him, the altar, the ſacrifices, 
and particularly the hymn which is ſung after 
the libations, are no doubt very honourable 
to our family, becauſe they are ſo many 
proofs of the humanity, Juſtice, and benefi- 
cence of a Flaminius, who was ſo fortunate 
as to be the deliverer of Greece, and to eſta- 
bliſh in that country a juſt ſenſe of the gene- 
roſity and faith of the Romans. But theſe 


* 


5 See Plutarch, life of Titus Flaminius. 
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divine honours, paid to a mortal, are to me 
more diſguſting than flattering; I am 
fatigued with all I ſee and hear daily of this 
ſpecies of adulation; and am far from 
adopting that vanity, which in others excites 
my reſentment. Heaven knows how little 
I conſider myſelf the deſcendent of a Divi- 


nity, whilſt I can neither defend my neareſt 


and moſt beloved relation, nor even un- 
ravel the ſtrange myſtery which involves 
his fate. I am not, however, indifferent 
to the various diſtinctions conferred through- 
out Greece on the memory of Quintius Fla- 
minius; and what with, me increaſes greatly 
their value, is the ſincerity with which they 
were beſtowed in conſequence of his mode- 
ration and equity. No man was ever en- 


dowed with a more beneficent diſpoſition, 


and none had fairer opportunities of ſhewing 
it. To reinſtate ſuch a country as Greece 
in the poſſeſſion ol its ancient freedom, and 
to be * in his triumphal car by 
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twelve hundred Roman citizens, who had 
long mourned in captivity the victories of 


ST? 
2222 —-— 
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Hannibal, are indeed privileges ſcarcely mor- 
tal; and ſeem to have been granted him by 
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Providence as a reward for that virtue which 
made him look on thoſe, who had received 
favours from him, as his greateſt bene- 
factors. 5 
You aſk me, whether I have yet ſeen 
Aurelia, I have, my friend, ſtudiouſſy 
avoided her; ſhe has viſited Agrippina, and, 
as I have been informed, indirectly enquired 
of various perſons concerning my captivity; 
my actions in Germany, and my preſent 
intentions. But though I abſtain from all 
intercourſe with her, ſhall 1 acknowledge 
my weakneſs? I have been thrice at the 
villa of your mother, not like you to examine 
the petrified ſhells and other natural curioſi- 
ties which are to be found there, but to con- 


template the riſing moon, from the long walk 
2 2 8 of 
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of cypreſſes that crown the hill“, and over- 
look the Vatican field. It was there we 
paſſed the evening which preceded my 
departure; it was there, while you were 
engaged in converſation with Valerius and 


Atilia, that Valeria promiſed me eternal . 


fidelity. She pointed to the Alban + moun- 
tain, whoſe awful ſummit, involved in 


clouds, added melancholy to the parting | 


moment ; ſhe looked down with diſpleaſure 
on the pomp of Rome, and the ſerpentine 
courſe of the Tiber, and charged me on 
the borders of the Rhine and Albis to remem- 
ber Aurelia, Excuſe me, Septimius, I 
conceal my fond deluſion from every eye 
but yours; perhaps it were better I ſhould 
ſee her—her image remains too perfect on 
my mind—there ſhe {till is faithful. 


— 


Monte Mario. 


+ Monte Cavo. 
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LETTER XLVINF. 


THE face of Rome appears to me totally 


changed ſince Tiberius has been maſter of 


the empire ; though he will not ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be addreſſed with ſervile adulation, or 
affected humility, he expects that not only 
his commands, but even his deſires ſhould be 
obeyed with the moſt punctual compliance. 


By a refinement of tyranny, he would have 


ſlaviſh obſequiouſneſs appear the dictate of 
inclination. The ſeverity of his manners 
ſpreads a gloom over all the inhabitants of 
this city, particularly over thoſe who are 
obliged more nearly to approach him. How 


courteous and popular was, Auguſtus ! his 


tenderneſs to his friends and connexions 


* See the life of Tiberius in all hiſtorians. 
a3 - made 
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made his private character infinitely amiable, 
and the ſhare he took in all public amuſe. 
ments endeared him to the people. Such a 


prince was born to caſt a veil over the loſs of 


liberty, and over the ſcenes that preceded his 
exaltation, But Tiberius 1s naturally of a 
haughty and ſullen temper, ever diſſatisfied 
with himſelf and others ; While he was a 


ſubject, ſtill complaining of negle&, and, 


ſince he has been a prince, always ſuſpicious 
of treaſon. Tt cannot be denied that he has 
behaved with intrepidity on many occaſions, 
which muſt have been owing to the force of 
example and diſcipline, for he is now addicted 
to the emptieſt and moſt abſurd terrors. 
Poiſon and ſorcery continually haunt his ima- 
gination, and whenever he perceives a diſtant 
cloud that edel a tempeſt, he binds round 
his temples a crown of laurel, in the ſuppo- 
ſition that it will protect him from the light- 
ning, taking a poetical alluſion in the litera] 
ſenſe. Perpetually in dread of imaginary 
EET beings, 
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beings, and placing little confidence in a Su- 
perior Power, he is perhaps the moſt wretched 
inhabitant of his empire; and the ſplendor 
and virtues of his family are the torment of 
his life. The dignity of his mother, and 
the honours conferred on her by the ſenate ; 
the youth and diſtinctions of even his own. 
ſon Druſus; but, above all, the far ſuperior 
and heroic qualities of Germanicus, inceſſ- 
antly torture him with envy, diſtruſt, and 
apprehenſion. Sejanus alone“ approaches 
him with eaſe and familiarity, though pro- 
bably there is between them neither affeqion 
nor confidence. Tiberius fears death ; and 
his miniſter recommends continual precau- 
tions againſt open or ſecret attempts, always 
on the watch to diſcover or invent them. 
As prefect of the prætorian cohorts, he 
affects to maintain the ancient diſcipline and 


* Tacitus, Book 4. 


24 ſeveri ty 
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ſeverity of manners, by forming a regular 


camp, where they are to be united in a body, 
inſtead of being diſperſed, as at preſent, 
throughout Rome. Under pretence of re- 
moving them from the diſſipation and allure- 


ments of the city, he ſeems to have conceived _ 


the deſign of converting them into a ſtanding 
army for the ſupport of the emperor, or 


more probably for his own ambitious views: 


he is the enemy of all the Cæſarian family, 
and has the art of ſowing diſſention among 


them: to ſum up all, he is a bold, ſkilful, 
and willing agent of deſpotiſm. 


The court is divided into parties: female 
jealouſies foment the diſcord, and the moſt 
trifling circumſtances produce implacable 
enmities. Germanicus and Druſus, alone 


unſhaken in their friendſhip, beyond the 


reach of calumny and inſinuation, afford the 


moſt ſhining example of union and concord. 


The irreproachable conduct of Agrippina, 
| her 


het 
her 


hel 
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her numerous and blooming offspring, and 
her immediate deſcent from Auguſtus, give 


her many advantages in the eyes of the Ro- 
man people over Livia, who has in her 
favour the influence of Sejanus and his party. 
This is particularly diſguſting to Druſus: 


he often, though in vain, exhorts her to 
break off all intercourſe with them, while 
domeſtic happineſs flies far from his man- 
ſion: he deſerves a better fate, for the youth- 
ful irregularities of his conduct are greatly 
to be attributed to the diſſention and diſ- 
quietude he experiences at home. 


Nothing can be more repugnant to my 
diſpoſition than to be a witneſs of theſe 
ſcenes; my attachment to Germanicus, and 
regard for your friend, muſt influence me to 
intereſt myſelf in all that relates to them; 
but petty ſtrife, groundleſs animoſity, or 
ſlanderous ſuggeſtion, are ſo odious to my 
nature, that I would ſeek the woods and 
caverns of Germany to avoid them. Happy 


are 


N — — 
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are the hours in which I fingly enjoy the 
converſe of | the two brothers ; but when can 
we thus ſhare the ſociety of princes ? How 
rarely are they free from idle . or 

deſigning intruſion 

Fatigued in the day uch bin the in- 
trigues and cabals-of our rulers, I ftrayed 
towards evening to the grotto of Egeria, the 


rural appearance of which, and the mur- 


muring fountain, reminded me how ſimple 
and innocent an artifice, if artifice can ever 
be blameleſs, was ſufficient to govern” our 
firſt fathers. I viſited the temple of the 


Muſes, and that ſtructure which does ſo 
much honour to the principles of the great 


conqueror of Syracuſa, the united temples of 


honour and virtue, by the ſituation of which 


Marcellus wiſhed to imprint ſo uſeful a 
leflon on the minds of his countrymen. I 
continued my walk to the Appian Way, and 


leaving the - ſuperb Mauſoleums of the 


Metelli and Servilii, at length ſeated myſelf 


near . 


+4] 0 
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near that of the Scipios*. I here fell into a 
train of reflections, which ended in my 
repining that I was not born in the age of 
theſe great men, who were the conquerors 


of monarchs, and the equals of their fellow- 


citizens. My ambition and my patriotiſm 
kindled at the thought ; I repeated to myſelf 


ſome of the animated lines of the poet Ennius, | 


whoſe zeal for the glory of his country, and 
attachment to her : godlike defenders, have 
been rewarded by a ſtatue placed between 
thoſe of Africanus and his brother. But 
while I contemplated their images, I recol- 
lected that the conqueror of Carthage was 
driven to Linternum by the malice of a 


party, and was ſo ſenſible of the ingratitude 


of his country, that he would not permit his 
bones to be depoſited in the tomb of his an- 
ceſtors ; that the ſecond Africanus, heir to 


Tomb of the Scipios, diſcovered in 1780, with the 
pedeſtals for the ſtatues as deſcribed by Livy, Cicero, &c. 
The urns and inſcriptions are at the Vatican Muſeum. 
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the virtues and renown of the former, fell a 


victim to the treachery of his neareſt con- 


nexions, and to the diſſentions of the repub- 
lic. I ſtarted from the enthuſiaſtie dream, 
reſigned myſelf to the preſent ſyſtem of 


affairs, and paſſed the evening amidſt a throng 


of ſenators, men of letters, veteran officers, 
and young patricians; many of whom, from 
real attachment, and more from intereſt, 


frequent the houſes of Germanicus and Dru- 


ſus. 


Among the reſt I met Velleius Paterculus“, 
and was at firſt highly delighted with his 


converſation : the knowledge he has acquired, 
both as a ſcholar and a traveller, renders his 


ſociety particularly intereſting. He intends 


to write a hiſtory of Rome, from the founda- 
tion of the city to the preſent times, and has 
certainly. the advantage of great experience 


in military affairs, and a ſingular command 


* Sec his hiſtory ſtill extant. 
of 


W. 
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of language. Nothing can be more elegant 
than his manner of expreſſing himſelf, and 
TI have always heard that Tiberius conſidered. 
him as one of the beſt officers in his army : 
he ſeemed deſirous of cultivating my ac- 
quaintance, from a motive of learning many 
particulars of the unfortunate expedition of 
Varus, which there are ſo few ſurvivors to 
relate. I was willing to communicate all 
the intelligence I could give, till I heard him 
in the courſe of converſation, make a com- 
pariſon between the friendſhip of Scipio 
for Lælius, and the partiality of the 
emperor for Sejanus: this compariſon diſ- 
guſted me ſo much, that from that moment 
I reſolved to avoid giving him any informa- 
tion concerning the affairs of Germany. The 
man who can deſcend to ſuch groſs adulation, 
will undoubtedly prove a falſe and partial 
hiſtorian; but he ſhall never ſay that mate- 
rials have been ſupplied by me for a work, 


which is intended to miſlead poſterity. It 
| 18 
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is wonderful that with ſo excellent an under- 
ſtanding, he can relinquiſh, for the hopes of 


a courtier, the independent ſpirit of a ſoldier 


and man of letters, 


DET 
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EET TER AIM. 


HAPPILY, Septimius, the day of the 
triumph is fixed for the ſeventh* before the 
calends of June. I ſhall then ſoon be at 
liberty to purſue my intentions of making 
diligent ſearch for the retreat of Valerius. 
After having .in vain ſought for my uncle 
through Greece, the information you have 


received from the maſter of an IIlyrian veſſel, 


affords me ſome ſatisfaction, as it amounts 


to a proof that he is till alive. If the 
Illyrian ſaw and hailed the veſſel, on 
which Valerius was embarked, at no 
great diſtance from the harbour of Meſ- 
ſina, it ſeems credible that he has choſen 


ſome. part of Sicily for an aſylum ; but ſurely 


* Twenty-ſixth of May. 


at 
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jp 


it is extraordinary that a man of his rank 
and celebrity ſhould be ſo long concealed. 
I have in ſome degree been unjuſt in my 
ſuſpicions of the emperor and his favourite: 


I want the cool arid moderate impartiality of 


temper, which ſo much diſtinguiſhes Ger- 
manicus and. yourſelf; my reaſon is too 


often ſubſervient to my paſſions ; and when 


I am perſuaded of the juſtice of a cauſe, or 
the propriety of a ſentiment, my heated 
imagination knows not where to. ſtop in 
their defence. | 


I have made this morning a moſt intereſting 


viſit with Germanicus. The day“ being an- 
nually ſet apart for the Joint celebration of 
the Parthian's conceſſions, and the puniſh- 
ment of Cæſar's murderers, Tiberius is 
obliged to perform the uſual ſacrifices i in the 
temple of Mars the Avenger, and even to 
make his public appearance in the circus, 


* Ovid de Faſt. Book 5. 
2 Every 


No 
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. individual of the julian family is 
engaged in theſe devotions except our ge- 
neral, who not having entered the city, is 
at liberty to conſult his own inclinations in 
the manner of ſpending the day. He is 
much better pleaſed to have increaſed the 
public joy and thankſgivings, by his 
victories; than to ſhine in the Forum of 
Auguſtus, and to contemplate the pompous 
ſeries of anceſtors to whom. he has added 
new luſtre. He propoſed my accompanying 
him to the country houſe of Livy*. This 
excellent hiſtorian,” ſaid he, ** merits all my 
reſpet; I never ſee him without being 
imprefſed with the ſame veneration which 
I feel, when I paſs through the triumphalF 
arch raiſed near the Capanan gate, to the 
memory of my father: he has related his 
actions: may his works be ſtill more 


ks Livy died the following year as did the poet Ovid. 
+ Arch of 9 oe ful” to be Joon at Porta San Se- 
baſtiano. ) | 


Vol. I. Aa durable 


$54 MARCUS FLAMINIUS ; or, 


durable than the marble, that bears the 
honoured name of Druſus ! | | 
We found Livy in a ſmall apartment, hs 


_ windows of which overlook his garden on the 


borders of the Tiber, and he was ſeated in 
the veſtibule of his villa: fix niches con- 
tained as many buſts, reprefenting Camillus, 
Fabius Maximus, Paulus Emilius, Mar- 


coellus, Scipio Africanus, and Titus Quin- 
tius Flaminius. He received Germanicus 
with cafe, ſimplicity, and affection: You 


have been long employed in my fervice, 
exclaimed he, my beloved Cæſar] you 


ſeem refolved that my age ſhall not want 


occupation, but I fear I ſhall not have time 
to record your victories; had you done leſs 
I might have hoped to add your conqueſts to 


moſe of your father.“ 
en” It my actions, anſwered Germanicus, 


appear worthy of your attention, you muſt 
attribute to yourſelf great part of their merit. 
Could I read your works, and not deſire to 
| imitate 


li 


THE LIFE or THE ROMANS. 365 
imitate the deeds which you have immorta- 
lized? By celebrating 'the worth of our 
' fathers, you RO an en taſ on their 
ſons.” 

He ui me to the TR and became 
the partial hiftorian of the period which I 
had ſpent in his camp. I found Livy als 
ready informed of every thing that had hap- 
pened to me: he roſe and went into his 
library, whence he returned with a ſmall 
volume. This, ſaid he, ſhewing it to 
Cæſar, * contains notes which I have made on 
the preſent times ; at the head of each page 
is the name of ſome illuſtrious family, whoſe 
anceſtors have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
the ſervice of their country; below I have 
written the names, qualities, and actions of 
ſuch of their living deſcendents that ſupport 
or add to the honour of their race. Where 
I am obliged to leave blank pages, I con- 
ſider that family as extinct for the preſent 
"Aa 3 generation. 
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| generation. Behold under the title of the 
CLavDit how much I have been writing 
ſee here the QuINT1: what you have 
related to me of Marcus is already inſerted; 
but it is unneceſſary,” continued he; cloſing 
the. volume, to ſhew this book to you and 
to your friend; I could wiſh that they; whoſe 
anceſtors names are the only ornament of 
the page, were to caſt their eyes on the void 
| ſpace, ſurely they would be rouſed from 
their apathy and endeavour to fill it.” 

« Quintius Flaminius is one of my favourite 
heroes, as you may obſerve by my choice of 
his likeneſs to adorn my veſtibule ; he contri- 
buted equally to inſpire a love and fear of 
the Roman name; he excelled the Greeks in 
wit and elegance almoſt as much as he was 
ſuperior to them in valour ;. and this part of 
his character deſerves to be remarked. If every 
great and good man was amiable, the cauſe 


of virtue would gain * * and 
vice 


co 
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vice would be left without an excuſe.  Be- 
neficent Divinities are always painted beau- 
WS x 37 15 hniapns 

I took the liberty of enquiring why he had 
not graced his portico with the buſt of Julius 
Cæſar, and he inſtantly replied, Becauſe * 
I could not in the oppoſite nich place that 
of Pompey the great, though I hope in 
my hiſtory I have done juſtice to them both. 
Had Cæſar fallen in the battle of Pharſalia, 
not only I, but the whole world would have 
conſidered his image as too valuable to be 
confounded with any other; and, even 
now, I ſhould aſſign it the firſt place, if his 
deſcendents were not maſters of Rome.” 

Germanicus embraced the hiſtorian on 
hearing theſe words: © My venerable friend!” 
exclaimed he with tranſport, your ſincerity 
dignifies the praiſe you have beſtowed on 


* 


* Auguſtus uſed to call Livy ſportively the Pompeian. 


A a 3 my 


— 


358 MARCUS PLAMENIUS 3 OR, 


tin ur an; oe eb peer xt 
preſence.” _ At 
Livy enquired of Ceſar een thaw xr. 
were any hopes that Ovid would be recalled . 
from baniſhment. ſt 
I commiſerate his fate,” anſwered: Ger- th 
manicus,; and Suillius“ has lately ſhewn en 
me a moſt affecting epiftle, which his unfor- d 
tunate father-in-law addreſſed to him from m 
Pontus, with the view of engaging me to ra 
ferve him; but I dare not folicit his return. th 
Tiberius will hardly grant a favour of this vi 
nature, which was conſtantly refuſed me by m 
Auguſtus. I am ignorant of the real cauſe n 
of his exile 3 it is ſcarcely to be imagined, th 
however juſt the ſentence: againſt immoral m 
writers, that it would be pronounced on: him ſt 
alone, while many others, equally guilty, th 
_ remain unpuniſhed. Yet, undoubtedly, the 
greater an author's talents, the more ſtrictly ö pl 
. 8 pe 
* Ovid's epiſtles from Pontus, Book g. to 
ſhout? 
* 
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ſhould his works be examined. The young 
and inexperienced ate miſled by the charms 
of language, when the fame principles, con- 


veyed in rude and unpolifhed terms, would 
ſtrike them with a proper diſguft ; but whe- 
ther the exile of Ovid has put a ſtop to the 
evils attributed to his writings, I leave you to 
determine, As a votary of the Muſes, I la- 
ment that poets are fo ſeldom excellent mo- 
raliſts their praiſes of virtue have too much 
the air of flattery, and their ſatires againſt 
vice are either ſo didactic as to fatigue, or ſo 
malignant as to offend, You alone, who 
ſhew us the faithful picture of the advantages 


that ſpring from noble actions, and of the 


miſchief ariſing from crimes, can truly in- 
ſtruct the preſent and future generation by 
the example of the paſt. 

«© You will, notwithſtanding, own,” re- 
plied the hiſtorian, ** that many excellent 
precepts of moral philoſophy are conveyed . 
to us by the ſportive gaiety of Horace, and 

Aa4 that 


ö 
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that * ode * on the victories of your father 
is ſuperior to all the volumes I have written, 

This ode, ſaid Germanicus, is my 
pride and my delight; but did not you, and 
other hiſtorians, atteſt the truths it contains, 
poſterity might admire the harmony of its 
numbers, and the loftineſs of its expreſſions, 
but would, after once reading, caſt it aſide 


with the innumerable adulatory compoſitions 
that begin to diſgrace our language, and 


will for ever diſhonour literature while poets 


and patrons exiſt,” 


The hours paſſed ny in * company 


of Livy, and I regretted that we were obliged 
to-leave him. We returned by the fields of 
Quintius Cincinnatus , which will probably 
long preſerve his venerated name. Modeſt 


frugality i is a virtue, which, at all times, re- 
ceives the approbation of the good, and ex- 


2 | RE Ode 4y Book „ 
1 Prati de Quinti, {till called fo, 
| cites 


; « \ 
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_ cites no envy among the vain and 1 
the indigent man of merit, when he ſits 


down to his homely meal, reflects that a 
dictator once lived as poorly as himſelf, 
while his opulent neighbour, whoſe table is 
covered with profuſion and ſplendor, will 
ſooner. praiſe the temperate ſobriety of Cin- 
| cinnatus than the magnificent banquets of 
Alexandria. Germanicus, who ſeeks as 


much as poſſible to diveſt himſelf of all 


exterior grandeur, never omits an opportunity 
of celebrating the ſimple manners of the 
ancient Romans. I could not forbear re- 


marking to him on this occaſion, how much 
Auguſtus merited commendation; oſtentatious 


magnificence was certainly in his power, 
and the example of the times authoriſed it 
even to exceſs; yet nothing could be more 
ſimple, or more moderate than his way of 
living. It is ſtill a problem with me, which 
deſerves moſt praiſe, the man who makes a 
yoluntary ſacrifice of luxurious delicacy, or 


he 
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| he who has magnanimity enough not to envy 
thoſe 'who are in poſſeſſion of enjoyments 
which he cannot procure. Satiety may in- 
fluence the firſt, and neceffity the Fecond, 
but aſſuredly the example of a prince, who 
defpiſes pomp and effeminacy, i w of real and 


| extenſive advantage to his country. 


Theſe reflections have reminded me of an 
event ® which has lately been the principal 
topic of converſation. A few dgys fince, 
the rich Apicius looked over his accounts, 
and finding that the expenſes of his table had 
conſumed ſo much of his fortune as to leave 
him only 250, ooo ſeſterces, he poiſoned 
himſelf in the fear of being reſerved to die 
of want! T am grieved to think that his 
treatiſe on prolonging the pleafures of a 

repaſt, and the ridiculous ſingularity of his 

death, will preſerve his name, while that of 
| many 2 brave ſoldier, who falls nobly in the 


* Dien Caſſius, & c. 


defence 
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defence of his country, is conſigned to ob- 
livion. You will perhaps reply, that Api- 
cius can only be remembered to be. deſpiſed; 
but what i puniſhment is the contempt of 
poſterity to a wretch who never had a regard 
for fame? I am likewiſe afraid that many 
who ſmile at he manner of his death, regret 
the loft zin table, and would ſooner follow 
exarmpſe than, like Curius Dentatus, 


refill 6 N ign gold, and boil vegetables on 
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MoS ng Bio 


a. 3 


You will not bins me, F if 1 


have been ſo very unphiloſophical as to be 


wonderfully elated with our triumph. I own 


rewards, 
glory 1s 
tranſitory, and the praiſes of the multitude 
often beſtowed on the undeſerving. The 
Grecian ſages have ſo long written maxims 


that we ſhould rather ſeek to men 


of this nature, that their countrymen have 
progreſſively become the ſlaves of nations 
who have philoſophiſed leſs, and fought 
better. You who read and compare the 
ſentiments of every ſe&t, who are not con- 
tented with a vain theory, but practiſe what- 


* A deſcription of this triumph is to be found in 
Strabo, and Tacitus, Book 2. 


ever 
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ever is moſt laudable and moſt virtuous in 
the leſſons of different ſchools, you, my dear 
Septimius, are not inſenſible to the charms 
of fame. Accept my thanks for the with 
you formed of being a ſpectator of our en- 
trance into Rome. Yeſterday Germanicus | 
Cæſar triumphed over the Cheruſcans, 
Cattians, Angrivarians, and all the nations 
who inhabit between the Rhine and Albis. 
The ſpoils, captives, and images of the moun· 
tains, rivers, and battles appeared in long 
proceſſion before his car; but what chiefly 
attracted the eyes of the Romans, were the 
eagles recovered from the enemy. The ac- 
clamations of applauſe were ſo frequent, and 
ſo violent, the name of your friend was 
rex ated with tranſport by ſo many thouſands 
of his fellow citizens, that I experienced a 
heartfelt ſatisfaction, a tenderneſs, a thank- 
fulneſs towards my country, which is far 
beyond expreſſion, and. which, believe me, 
was not tinctured with vanity or ſelf-conceit. 
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My joy was too pure to admit of ſuch un- 
worthy companions: the civic crown, and 
other military rewards, with which I was 
gated, engaged the attention of the 
people; and it gave me pleaſure to hear them 
remark that there was ſcarce an officer or 
ſoldier amongſt us 'who had not received 
ſome public teſtimony of his valour. Our 
leader, who is deſervedly the idel of Rome, 
appeared with every advantage; the fiogular 
beauty of his perſon, the radiant beneficence 
of his countenance, the well-merited laurel 
that adorned his brows, and the five griweful 
children who ſhared his triumphal car, filled 
every ſpectator with love and admiration. 
The young promiſed to themſelves, and to 
their country, future bleſſings from his vir- 
tues ; but, as I have been ſince informed, 
many of the aged contemplated with à ſigh 
this intereſting triumph, and, recalling to 
mind the early fate of his uncle Marcellus, 
aa his father Druſus, remarked, with ill- 


omened 
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omened ſenſibility, how tranſitory and fatal 
had always been the deſtiny of the darlings 


of the Roman people. 


We ſaw on our way the triumphal arch 
which has been erected in memorial of the 
recovery of the enſigns loſt with Varus: it 
is placed near the temple of Saturn, and at 
a ſmall diſtance from the houſe of Cornelius 
Dolabella. Here the acclamations redoubled, 
and the thronging populace could with dif- 
ficulty be reſtrained by the lictors: the 
crowd was ſo numerous, that neither mine, 
nor the horſes of my companions could 
proceed; the quantity of garlands, and 
profuſion of flowers of every ſort that were 
thrown on me, increaſed the confuſion, and 
the proceſſion was obliged to ſtop for ſeveral 
minutes. This happened immediately under 
the terrace where Aurelia and a conſiderable 
number of ladies were aſſembled to view the 
tr'1mph. Dolabella, who rode near me, raiſed 
his eyes to ſalute Livia and the other gueſts 

of 
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of Aurelia; I naturally followed his example, 


and for the firſt time ſince my return beheld 


her, whoſe image had never been abſent 


from my heart. Her diſorder was ſo viſible, 
that after a general and reſpectful ſalute, E 
looked down and entered into converſatiôn 


with Sulpitius, who rode on the other fide 
of me, but ſcarcely knew what I uttered. 


My mind was wholly engroſſed by the 


terrace, and had not the lictors fortunately 


made way at that inſtant for our paſſage, I 
ſhould inevitably have broken the reſolution 
I had formed not to look up a ſecond time. 


Dolabella was ſilent ns the reſt of our 


march. ET 

When we arrived at the capitol, 1 felt the 
moſt awful emotions: the majeſty of the 
temple, the ſublimity of the addreſs with 
which our ancient rites ordained that we 


ſhould return thanks to the immortal Ruler 
of the univerſe; the lofty ſtrains that reſounded 


through the domes; q the ſimple and unfeigned 
devotion 


ſu 


Se 
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devotion of numberleſs united warriors, 
who are equally ſtrangers to ſceptic vanity, 
and ſuperſtitious terrors ; the idea of adding 
new trophies to the ſanctuary of Roman ſo- 
vereignty; every thing contributes to excite 
ſenſations of the moſt auguſt and pleaſing 
nature. Though we had begun our march as 
early as poſlible, the ſun was ſet before we 
quitted the temple, but its golden reflection ſtill 
gladdened the horizon and enlivened the 
intereſting ſcene, What a variety of diſ- 
tinguiſhed objects! The Roman Forum, the 
ſeat of eloquence and freedom the Palatine, 
the birth place of our empire | and the lofty 
Alban mountain riſing majeſtically to cloſe 
the proſpect! Surely, my friend, no view“ 
can be compared with this. 

You will hear from every quarter of the 
ſumptuous banquet, and of the donation to 


The views from the windows of Prince Rezzonico, 
Senator of Rome, who lives in the capitol, are ſtill _ 
moſt beautiful imaginable. 
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the populace made by T iberius in the name 


of Germanicus; but I muſt not omit in- 
forming you, that amongſt the demonſtra- 


tions of eſteem with which the people over- 


whelmed me, they placed a crown of laurel on 
the ſtatue of Titus Flaminius, which ſtands 
oppoſite to the Circus Maximus. 

In the evening I ſupped with the emperor. 
Germanicus introduced me to him with the 


warmeſt encomiums, and Tiberius expreſſed 
his approbation of my conduct; telling me 


he regretted that my uncle had not been a 
ſpectator of our triumph. Though I have 


ſometimes taken + the liberty as a ſenator,” 


faid he, ** of differing from the opinion of 
Titus Valerius, I eſteem his virtues and zeal 
for the publie cauſe. I am aſtoniſhed he 


ſhould have deſerted the ſenate, where his 
advice was of weight, and where men 


* See Plutarch's life of Titus Flaminius. 
+ See the Life of Tiberius. 
of 
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of his character muſt always be rare: have 
you any * of the place of his 
retreat? 
ee 1 wee entirely ignorant of it, 
adding, that whatever might be the cauſe of 
my uncle's departure, I was convinced it 
had neither proceeded from negle& of his 
duty, nor want of attachment to the repub- 
lic and its rulers. | 
All who are accuſtomed to the manners of 
Tiberius declare that he behaved with more 
than uſual affability on the preſent occaſion ; 
he careſſed Germanicus, and talked much 
with him on the Syrian affairs. He ſpoke 
with attention to Silius and Cæcina, who 
were graced with triumphal ornaments, 
and treated me with diſtinguiſhed regard : 
but ſtill there is a haughty reſerve in his 
appearance, a ſtudied and myſterious ar- 
rangement in his diſcourſe, that damp cheer- 
fulneſs, and repel confidence. I have heard 
that Auguſtus, when engaged in any con- 
B b 2 verſation 
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verſation of peculiar hilarity, would break 
off abruptly at the entrance of Tiberius. 


If ſuch was the effect of his diſpoſition 
on the man to whom he was every way 
ſubvervient, it is not ſurpriſing that 
he ſhould caſt a gloom over thoſe who are 


ſubject to his power. On me it had no 


other effect than to give me that uneaſy 


ſenſation, which I always feel when in 
company with thoſe who ſeem to think be- 


fore they ſpeak, leſt they 7 betray nr 


true ſentiments. 


LETTER 
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Er 


To- Dax the Cæſarian family, the legates, 
Sulpitius, Dolabella, and myſelf, were in- 


vited to a magnificent banquet, given by 


Druſus to his brother. Aurelia, and two or 
er friends of Livia, were of the 
party. The imperial gardens were illumi- 
nated, the palatine hill reſounded with feſti- 
vity, but its influence was not diffuſed 


through the palace. Tiberius appeared for 


a moment, ſpoke ſome time apart with Ger- 
manicus, and then retired : Auguſta * ſtayed 
longer, but all was conſtraint and coldneſs 
between her and Agrippina : Livia directed 


her converſation to Sejanus, who came, unin- 


* Auguſta Livia, widow of Auguſtus, adopted by his 
will into the Julian family. | 2 , 
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vited, with the emperor ; Druſus caſt a look 


of diſdain on the favourite, and took no far- 


ther notice of his preſence; Sulpitius, a 
ſtranger to moſt of the company, was em- 


barraſſed; Cæcina, whoſe frank and honeſt 


diſpoſition ſcorns adulation, and deteſts cere- 


monious reſerve, was impatient for the mo- 
ment of departure. Silius is ſoliciting an 
employment, in which he ſuſpects Dolabella 


to be his competitor ; and, ſuppoſing him 


protected by Druſus, every mark of favour 
beſtowed on him made the legate evidently 


uneaſy, while Dolabella kept his eyes anxi- 
ouſly fixed on Aurelia. The graceful and 
reſpectable mother of Germanicus, conſcious 


of the artifices of Tiberius, ſcarce dared to 


give way to the felicity with which the tri- 


umph of her ſun would otherwiſe have in- 


ſpired her. She was anxious for his future 


welfare, and in vain deſired to promote har- 


mony and peace in the family; while, on the 
other hand, ſhe ſeemed affected to behold 
. the 
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the total inſenſibility of her ſecond ſon, _ 
Claudius, whoſe intellectual dulneſs makes 
him an object of ridicule or neglect. He *, 
unconſcious of the ſcenes that were paſſing 
around him, fell tranquilly afleep before the 
repaſt was ended, and Cæcina remarked to 
me, that were he to envy any perſon in the 
company it would be Claudius. Nay, 
probably,” added he, you behold in him 
your future maſter, Germanicus has too 
many virtues, and Druſus too high a ſpirit ; 
that young man cannot excite fear or envy ; 
he will be overlooked, and may reap the ad- 
vantage of their talents and his own imbe- 
cility.” Tp 15 

From the picture I have ſet before your 
eyes, my dear Septimius, you will conclude 
that I was not greatly entertained : but you 
are to remember that Aurelia was preſent; 
ſhe was dreſſed with ſplendid elegance, and, 


8 See the life of Claudius. 
Bb4 
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at my entrance, 1 thought ſhe looked inex- 
preſſibly beautiful; but the more I conſidered 


her perſon, the more I was convinced that 


ſhe has loſt in native graces, what ſhe has 
gained in artificial charms. Her complexion, 


which you know is naturally a clear brown, 


has acquired a dazzling fairneſs; her radiant 


eyes, though ſtill they are almoſt irreſiſtible, 


roll in ſtudied languor, or ſparkle with pre- 
meditated vivacity; her graceful and eaſy 
form is ſeen alternately in different attitudes, 


all which are elegant, but ſeem to be directed 
by ſome Grecian ſculptor. The beauty of 


her hand, overcharged with jewels, is perpe- 


tually diſplayed ; and her voice, which nature 


had rendered ſufficiently melodious, and 


whole ſoft accents ſtill vibrated on my heart, 


is now ſkilfully adapted to muſical periods, 
and to expreſſions as much ſtudied as her 

manners. 1 
She talked on various ſubjects with know- 
ledge and preciſion, gave her judgement on 
| ſeveral 
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ſeveral new literary performances with liveli- 
neſs and accuracy, and related two or three 
anecdotes with the talents of a Roſcius. 
Her converſation was manifeſtly directed to 
me, though I had not yet addreſſed a word 
to her. I waited in vain for Dolabella to 
introduce me ; at length ſhe enquired when I 

had heard from Septimius, and made what 
might be ſtiled an oration in your praiſe, and | 
that of friendſhip in general. Soon after, 
Druſus having propoſed a walk in the gar- 
dens, the company ſeparated into different 
parties, and I found myſelf between her and 
Livia, till we were joined by Sejanus, which 
left me entirely to Aurelia. She remained a 
few moments without ſpeaking ; her boſom 
heaved with a gentle ſigh: I was ſilent. 
Marcus!“ faid ſhe—and then heſitated 
for an inſtant—** how generous are you not 
to upbraid me | you were yeſterday a witneſs 
of my confuſion ;- however undeſerving, let 
me ſue for your friendſhip, and believe that 
| amidſt 
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amidſt the numbers who celebrated your 
fame, and admired your actions, none felt 
them more fincerely than Aurelia. You 
cannot refuſe ſome regard to the wife of a 
man whoſe life you have ſo heroically ſaved.” 
Aurelia !” anſwered I, © there is no ge- 
neroſity in my forbearing to upbraid you for 
having e that vows were annulled by 
death; ſince you may plead in your favour the 
laws of Rome, and the cuſtom of the world. 
With reſpect to the actions in which I have 
been ſo fortunate as to be a ſharer; the crowns 
and collars, with which they have adorned me, 
are no part of myſelf; you may remember 
that before I obtained them, I had the 
ſame principles, the ſame ſentiments which led 
me to deſerve them. When I ſaved the life 
of Cornelius Dolabella, I merely did my duty 
in preſerving a brave citizen to the republic. 
I dare not accept the offer of your friend- 
ſhip: you have too many charms, and I 
have too much ſenſibility : I fear you would 
15 = ſoon 
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ſoon loſe your opinion of my heroiſm : 
ſuffer me, therefore, only to retain youreſteem, 
and be aſſured of my inviolable reſpec.” 
Aurelia burſt into tears— 7 
This was a trying moment for your friend; 
1 hope ſhe did not perceive my agitation. 
« You have,” continued ſhe, in a faltering 
accent, a ſmall portrait of mine, which 
the indulgence of friendſhip might have 
kept, but which the coldneſs of eſteem. will 
relinquiſh with indifference. May I requeſt 
you will reſtore it to me at any hour to- 
morrow you. ſhall pleaſe to appoint ? I ſhall 
be alone at the villa of Atilia, where I mean 
to paſs a few days; the diſſipation and impor- 
tunate ſociety, to which Iam here hourly con- 
demned, fatigue and torment me. I feel that 
ſolitude is neceſſary for "0 health and 
ſpirits.” 
Indeed, Septimius, this was too much: 
I am ignorant what would have been my 
reply, if, happily, Dolabella, who had long 
been 
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been- in converſation with Germanicus, had 
not met us at tha t inſtant : his preſence at 
firſt diſpleaſed me, but I ſoon recollected 
| myſelf, and embraced the opportunity of | 
gaining a complete victory. EIN. 
„ Dolabella!” ſaid I, it is wich pain 1 
obſerve that Aurelia is uneaſy to ſee her 
portrait remain in my poſſeſſion? her delicacy | 
| merits praiſe; but when you remind her of 
the reaſon why I cannot return it; when 
| ſhe hears from you my promiſe that it ſnould 
never-be profaned by human eye; when 1 
aſſure you both I have taken care that at 
my death it ſhall be reſtored, let me flatter 
myſelf that ſhe will' think no more on a 
ſubject, which muſt not diſturb the . 
lity of her mind. 
Dolabella recovered his uſual ſetenity ; 
Aurelia had no longer a look of humiliation, 
and Druſus now, called us to liſten to a con- 
cert of excellent muſic, which concluded the 


evening, « 
OO | | : I could 
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1 could not t fleep, my friend; before I re- 

lated to you theſe events. 'This encounter 
was far more perilous than the battle of Idiſta- 
viſus, or the recovery of the eagles ; never- 
theleſs I will not boaſt of my heroiſm. 
Had I found Aurelia with the ſame candour 
and ſimplicity which ſhe poſſeſſed when I 
left her, I ſhould never have obtained this 
triumph over myſelf : but would ſhe then 
have been united to another ? 
In a few days we are to make the uſual 
 facrifice, with our general, on the Alban hill; 
after which I ſhall immediately ſet out for 
Campania, Farewell Septimius! 
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LETTER III. 


Ira with infinits- ſatisfaction, my friend, 


I reviſit the monuments of Roman greatneſs, 


and every object that recalls to my mind the 


pleaſures of my infancy. I began this morning 
by entering the Pantheon *, the ſimple and 
majeſtic ſtructure of which ever excites my 
admiration, and here I contemplated with 
reſpect the ſtatues of Auguſtus, and his public- 
ſpirited friend . I know that many of our 
philoſophers are diſguſted with the deſtination 


of this edifice ; the variety of Divinities 


appears to them impious and abſurd, but I 


* The celebrated temple now admired under the name 
of the Rotonda, or St. Mary of the Martyrs. 


+ Marcus Agrippa, who adorned Rome with many 


wiſh 
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wiſh ftill to ſee them in the light in which 
they were originally intended. Our fathers 
_ deified the. virtues and attributes of the Su- 
preme Being ; every rational man knows 
they have no other meaning, and it is dan- 
gerous to diſturb the belief of the multitude. 
In this ſtate of mind I proceeded to the temple 
of Minerva“, and long fixed my eyes on the 
ſtatue of the goddeſs: there is a ſober ma- 
jeſty, an unaffected delicacy, a calm ſere- 
nity in her aſpect, that imprint forcibly on 
the mind a reverence for the empire of 
wiſdom. I could not help reflecting how 
far I was remote from this ſublime tranquil- 
lity, how often wild hopes, vain deſires, and 
contending paſſions had obſcured my under- 
ſtanding, and planted daggers in my heart ! 1 
conſidered how much moreT might have been 
the victim of my impetuous temper, and warm 


* Santa Maria in Minerva, the church belonging to 
the Dominicans. The ſtatue is ſaid to be the ſame 
which is now ſeen at the Palace Giuſtiniani. - 
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imagination, had not adverſity inſtructed, and 
removedme from the dangerous field of action, 
where every paſſion has its center, and every 


error its incitement. As I was bleſſing the ſo 
long lamented time of my captivity, my 
meditations were Interrupted by the entrance 


of ſeveral children, whom the parents, or 


preceptors, on their way to ſchool, conducted 
to kiſs the hand of Minerva, previous to the 
beginning of their daily ſtudies. The ob- 
ſervance of this ſimple and ancient cuſtom, 
inſpired me with greater reverence than I 


have ever felt in being preſent at the pomp- 
ous lectures of ſages and philoſophers. I 
beheld in chis the principal feature that diſ- 
tinguiſhes us from barbarians; and enume- 
rated in my mind the various advantages 
ariſing from education. I was delighted to 
behold the different countenances of theſe 
infant-votaries, but was particularly pleaſed 


with two boys, one of whom, appeared to be 


about eight, and the other nine years of age, 
| led 


a 
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led by a woman, whoſe charms ſeemed to 
be rather faded by misfortune than years. 


She looked pale and penſive, was dreſſed with 


neatneſs and ſimplicity, and attended by one 
aged female ſlave. The children were animated 
and beautiful ; and, as ſoon as they had per- 
formed the ceremony of ſaluting the ſtatue, 
their mother led them towards the door with 
the intention of departing. I could not refuſe 
myſelf the pleaſure of ſtopping and careſſing 
them; and while I was thus engaged, I 
heard the ſlave, who accompanied their mo- 
ther, enquire of my ſervants if my name was 
not Marcus Flaminius, and whether I was 
not lately returned from Germany. I imme- 
diately looked round, and aſked her the 
cauſe of ſuch enquiry, when the miſtreſs ad- 
vanced, and making many excuſes for what ſhe 
called an undue liberty, conjured me to tell her, 
whether I could give any information of the 
fate of her huſband Flavius Herennius, who 
had been a centurion in the army of Varus. 
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I have long bid adieu to hope,” conti- 
nued ſhe, but it would be ſome ſatis faction 
to have certain knowledge in what manner 


my huſband finiſhed his exiſtence; I am ſure 


he fell doing his duty, and I endeavour to 
bring up his children by his example : but 


the laſt affecting circumſtance of * ſtory is 


wanting to their inſtruction,” 

She could not proceed, and I found oy falf 
unable to anſwer her. Flavius was a man 
of infinite merit, and had raifed himſelf by 
his ſervices to be firſt centurion in the nine- 


teenth legion; he was taken priſoner in de- 


fence of the eagle, and when I crawled to the 
neareſt altar, I perceived in the wood of 
Teutoburgium his mangled body lie bleeding 


before it. Was this an intelligence to be 


given his widow ? 
She obſerved my diſtreſs, which ſhe attri- 
buted to the pain I might feel in being obliged 


to confirm to her the death of her hufband. 


I aſſured her that he had done his duty to 
the 
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the laſt, and that his remains, which had 
been left a monument of his valour, were 
buried with thoſe of his companions. I 


judged from her appearance that ſhe did not 


enjoy the favours of fortune, but I have fince 
learned, that nothing can exceed her indi- 
_ gence," except her virtue and courage in ſup- 


porting it: this part of her misfortunes I can 


eaſily relieve. The two ſons of my brave 


fellow-ſfoldier are become my care, and 


Philo has this afternoon, with difficulty, 
perſuaded the mother to accept of an incon- 


ſiderable aſſignment for the maintenance of a 


daughter, who is to remain with her. She 
refuſed all that was offered for herſelf; the 
preceptor of her children will every morning 
lead them to kiſs the hand of the mother, 


who has been to them a Minerva; and I 


have diſcovered, for the firſt time ſince my 


return to civilized life, that the gifts of Plu- 
tus are not uneſſential to happineſs. After 
quitting the temple of Minerva, with my 

” Ceca | mind 
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mind wholly engroſſed by the fate of Heren- 


nius, the remembrance ef Cariovaldas, and 
of the artleſs hoſpitality with which I had 
been treated among the Cheruſcans, at a time 


when their enmity againſt the Romans was 
at the higheſt, excited in me a deſire of 
viſiting our priſoners *, to ſee if, by any 


means; I might & contribute to the alleviation 


of their ſufferings. I found them well treated, 
and in general not impatient in their ſituation. 


L have before told you that the wiſhes of theſe 
people are few, and their ſenſibility not great; 


they were pleaſed to hear me addreſs them in 


the language of their country, and received, 
with unuſual thankfulneſs, ſome wine and 
proviſions which I ordered to be diſtributed 
among them. One man alone avoided ſpeak- 
ing, and concealed his face with his hands, 
in a corner of the priſon; this raiſed my cu- 
rioſity, and excited my pity ; I approached 


* 'The priſons were in the Forum. 


him, 
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him, and, to my great ſurpriſe, found him 
to be Manfred. Diſtracted at ſeeing a chief 
confounded with the lower claſs of priſoners, 
as I thought all of the higher order had been 
removed to more commodious habitations, 
whence they would be tranſported to the 
municipal towns allotted for their reſidence, 
I enquired of him the cauſe, and aſſured him 
he ſhould ſoon be more properly diſpoſed 
of; but he replied, he had induſtriouſſy 
concealed his rank that his ſhame might be 
leſs viſible. I have been led in chains,” 
ſaid he, before your triumphant army, but 
the dignity of a Cheruſcan chief has not been 
inſulted in my perſon. - I am your flave, and 
the reſt is now indifferent to me; you pomp- 
ouſly declare that you prefer death to diſ- 
honour, yet complain that we are barbarians, 
becauſe we ſave our captives from ignominy 

by ſacrificing them to the Gods.“ 
Manfred!“ anſwered I, the vain and 
illiberal cuſtom of expoſing men, who. have 
. | fought 
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fought for their country, to the eyes of a 
triumphant enemy, is indeed unworthy of 
the Romans, and 1 regret you have been 
A melancholy. example of this truth. Had 
I perceived the friend of Cariovaldas, a man 
to whom I have myfelf obligations, amongſt 
our priſoners, I ſhould have interceded with 
the general for ſparing you this mortification ; 
but, believe me, the Romans often look 
with the ſame reſpe& on the captive, as on 
the conqueror. They eſteem the virtues of 
their enemies, and prefer the brave Cheruſ- 
'cans who adorned our triumph, to the num- 
berleſs Aſiatics who live in pomp and effe- 
minacy in our capital. I hope a time may 
come, when your nation will be convinced 
of our ſentiments, and rather ſeek our friend- 
hip, than court our chains. In the mean 
while I ſhall endeavour to obtain your liberty, 
and, if I ſucceed, all my requeſt in recom- 
penſe is, that you will, as far as lies in your 
power, prevent for the future the maſſacre 
of 
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of any captives who may fall into your hands. 
Youhave not impartially made the compariſon 
between our conduct and yours: Arminius in- 
ſulted the Roman priſoners, and afterwards put 
them to death in the moſt cruel manner: we 
lead our conquered enemies in triumph: the 
love of fame, which is carried to enthuſiaſm in 
this country, demands a pompous appearance 
of victory; and the ſoldiers, who have fought 
for obtaining it, chooſe that their fellow 
citizens ſhould behold what opponents they 
have withſtood, and judge what difficulties 
they have encountered. For this momen- 
tary inſult, which 1 confeſs is no mark of 
civilization, we make what amends we can 
by the gentleſt and moſt liberal treatment; 
but an ignominious death is paſt the power 
of repentance to compenſate. 

Manfred, who is by no means deficient in 
good ſenſe, ſeemed calmer from what I had 
ſaid. On leaving him I immediately went 
to ſolicit Germanicus in his favour. As I 
| Cee croſſed 
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crolſed the Forum in my way to the palace, 


I recollected that I muſt paſs before the 
manſion of Valerius; I wiſhed, and yet I 


feared, to ſee it; but while I endeavoured | 


to calm my agitation, 1 found iniyſelf almoſt 
inſenſibly at the gate: I entered and ſtopped * 
in the hall to contemplate the many heroes 
whoſe images are the pride of Rome, and the 
envy of her moſt diſtinguiſhed families. 
Few houfes can indeed boaſt of ſo glorious a 
ſucceſſion, not only of conſuls, military tri- 
bunes, dictators, and cenſors, but of bine 
juſt, and honourable men. 

Beginning with the blameleſs counſellor 
who contributed to form the Romans and | 
Sab nes into one people, the great Poplicola, 
and the fortunate Corvinus, I viewed each of 


* It is generally believed che houſe of the Poplicole | 
was in the way from the Forum to the Palatine. It was 


a proof of nobility amongſt the Romans to have waxen 


buſts of their anceſtors; they were placed in caſes round 
the hall, and were carried at the funerals 0! of the family. | 
Ne . &c. 8 


chem 
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them with attention, and felt myſelf nearly 
as much affected as if I had ſeen them borne 


at the funeral of Valerius. When on the 
night of the triumph, I firſt entered my 
habitation at Rome, and reviewed the images 
of my forefathers, with the trophies of various 
nations that had been brought to grace our 
parental walls, I thanked Heaven that during 
my abſence my conduct had not rendered 
me unworthy of ſuch ſociety, and of ſuch 


honours. I was now ſtruck with penſive 


awe, a melancholy uncertainty preyed on 


my ſpirits; I raiſed my eyes to the unani- 
mated forms, as if to aſk them for their 


revered deſcendant. I attributed his retreat 


to the imitation of their virtues, and ima- 
gined they called on me to reſtore him to 
their houſchold Divinities. Abſorbed in 
theſe meditations, I almoſt accuſed myſelt of 
impiety for ſuffering any other care to intrude 
on my mind ; and had not the voice of gra- 


tituge and humanity admoniſhed me without 
delay 


: 
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delay to procure the liberty of Manfred, I 
| know mot when I could have torn my ſelf 
from the objects that ſo deeply affected me. 
Wich the aſſiſtance of Germanicus I have 
Sine permiſſion for the, Cheruſcan to re- 
turn to his eountry by the firſt opportunity : 
in the mean time he is removed to my howle, 
and appears ſatisfied. He can give no in- 
telligence of Sigiſmar, but informs me that, 
when he perceived my eſcape, he ſent a few 
of his braveſt ſoldiers into the flaming wood, 
to ſearch for me; but that, intimidated by the 
conflagration, they ſoon returned, and could 
not, by threats or intreaties, be induced to 
enen the attempt. | 


* 
* 


. 
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LETTER III. 


TIIS evening we are returned from our ex- 


pedition to the Alban mountain; the day 
was beautiful, and during our march we 


found the road filled with ſpectators. As 


we paſſed through the arch of Druſus, our 


general alighted, and his followers imitated 
his example in paying this reſpe& to the 


memory of his father ; our trumpets ſounded, 
and laurels were twined round the columns, 


intermixed with garlands of flowers. 

What a variety of intereſting objects is 
preſented to the view of the Roman, who, 
after a long abſence, retraces the road which 
leads from the city to the primeval mountains, 
whence we derive our origin, and Rome its 

ſplendor ! 


n 
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| ſplendor! The field of battle* where the 
Horatii and Curiatii fought as they imagined 
for the narrow limits of a few fields, but in 
reality for the empire of the world, and 
fought with all the ardour and patriotiſm 
which ſo important an object might inſpire: 
the Temple of Female Fortune, erected by, 
our anceſtors to the honour of the mother of 
Coriolanus and her companions, on memo- 
rial of one of thoſe few occaſions on which 
women have intereſted themſelves with 
ſucceſs, or propriety, in public tranſactions: 
the ſpot | where the Appian Way was ſtained 
with the blood of an unworthy deſcendant of 
that illuſtrious family, and which has left 
us a monument of the aſtoniſhing power of 
ſophiſtry and eloquence in one of the moſt 
N pleadings of the prince of Roman 


The place 1s Kill 3 about three miles from 
Rome. 


+ The ruins {ill to be ſeen. 


Bovillæ. There is an inn now there. | 
oratory. 
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oratory : the ſepulchre * of the great and 
unfortunate Pompey, who, after having ren- 
dered himſelf and his country illuſtrious by 
numerous and ſplendid. conqueſts, fell a ſa- 
crifice to an immoderate jealouſy of power, 
to the deſigning adulation of his party, to 
the falſe repreſentations of bad citizens in 
general, and to the treachery of an infant 
Hens 

Such are the images that crowd on the 
imagination, while the eye contemplates the 
country diſputed ſtep by ſtep between our 
brave forefathers and their rival neighbours ! 
All ſeems conſecrated ground : the graces 
preſide over every hill, ſport in every grove, 
and bathe themſelves in the beauteous lake r, 
that lake which many revolving years have 
ſubſtituted for the tremendous crater formed 
by ſubterraneous exploſions. The ſulphu- 
I Suppoſed to be a lofty ruin which ſtands in a field 
belonging to Cardinal de Bernis, Biſhop of Albano. 

+ Lago di Caſtello, ſeven miles in circumference. 
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reous ſtones, the rains of fire, which our 


good progenitors with religious awe con- 


ſidered as prodigies, have now loft their 


ſupernatural terrors, by the manifeſt remains 


of that element which firſt ſpreads deſolation, 
and then fertility over theſe delightful re- 
gions. But the Alban mountain will ever be 


an object of reſpect and veneration ; we can- 
not forget that it was here the firſt aſſembled 


ſtates of Latium ratified their union by the 
ſacred ties of mutual hoſpitality ; and that 
here the rights of nations were firſt eſta- 


| bliſhed on a ſolid baſis. Here the grateful 


conqueror raiſes his eyes to heaven in thanks 
for himſelf, and for his country, that country 
which now ſwells his imagination with 
every beautiful and majeſtic idea ; he ſees 
her lofty towers, her well-defended bulwarks, 
and the many aqueducts which her public 
ſpirited citizens have conſtructed. to convey 


the ſtreams of health within her walls; he 
contemplates her cultivated and populous 


_— . 
I environs, 
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environs, her ſtately villas, her extenſive co- 
lonies, and municipal towns, which vie with | 
Cities in ſplendor and opulence ; her numerous 
lakes and rivulets, and, above all, the tranſ- 
parent waters of Diana's mirror *, overhung 
with conſecrated woods, that ſhade the ſtateſ- 
man and hero from the ſcorching. heat of 
ſummer, while they gladden him with the 
primeval charms of nature and ſimplicity. 
He views the Tyrrhenian ſea, and the more 
diſtant waves of the Adriatic, that facilitate 
communication, and tranſport the mind to 
thoſe far remote regions, which patience and 
intrepidity have added to the Roman em- 
pire. | | 
From the Alban hill we ſeem at our feet 
to view the conquered world ; and above, 
that univerſal and beneficent Providence, to 


whom we owe our exiſtence, our virtues, 
and our fame | Never was a nobler ſpot ſe- 


* Speculum Diane, now Lago di Nemi. | | 
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lected with circumſtances congenial to ws 


lic adoration ! T he form of the temple “ is 


| circular, like that of the terraqueous globe, 


and the altar of Jupiter Latialis, placed in 


the centre of the edifice, which ſtands on the 
ſummit of the mountain, and elevates the 
mind above the miſts of fabulous ſuperſtition 
to the pureſt and ſublimeſt | worſhip. Here 
Germanicus offered ſacrifice according to 


the ancient rites, and we returned through 


the winding road +, ſhaded by oaks and 
laurels, which contribute to * the 
ſcene. 


r at dawn of day, I depart for 


| Campania; where, after endeavouring to gain 


* Temple of Jupiter Latialis z a circular wall is ſtill re- 
maining, and the ruins of the altar are viſible there is 
now a convent of Paſſioniſti. 


+ This'triumphal road is in good preſervation, and it 
is {till ſhaded by oaks and laurels ; on ſeveral of the 
large ſtones which compoſe it, are to be ſeen the letters 
V. N. to imply Via Numinis. 
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| donde information at the Baian villa of Vale- 


MN rius, I ſhall embark for Sicily in ſearch of 


him. 
Tiberius * who, at the laſt ect 


| named Germanicus with himſelf to the con- 


ſulſhip for the enſuing year, has made a long 
and ſtudied oration in the ſenate, ſtating the 


neceſſity of ſending our general into Syria, 
to appeaſe the troubles and difſentions, of 


which himſelf was originally the author, 
from his vindictive treachery to the deceaſed 
Archelaus. He has declared, that neither 
his own declining age, nor the youth of Dru- 


Tus, is equal to ſuch an expedition, and there- 


fore can alone ſelect Germanicus; the mo- 


tives of which choice are but too apparent 


from his refuſal of permitting him to be ac- 

companied by thoſe whom he can truſt. It 

is evident that the emperor dreads his in- 

fluence, and, by removing him from Rome 

and his friends, conſults his own fears, rather 
Tacitus, Book ii. 
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| than the advantage of his adoptive fon.” The 
| departure of Germanicus cannot take place 
| immediately, though Tiberius endeayours to 
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